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Transport Stationery Services 


50 page driver’s daily check pad available in 
either duplicate or triplicate. 


50 single leaf preventative maintenance 
inspection sheets suitable for all types of 
Passenger Vehicles. 


Daily 
check 


Meets Department of 
Transport Vehicle inspectorate 
requirements. 


61 Bodycoats Road, Chandlers Ford 
Hants SO53 2HA 


Advanced British design and manufacturer offering significant advantages over 
previously available jacking equipment. All units comply with latest regulations and 
CE requirments. 


e Commercial twin ram pit jacks 
13/20 tonne 400 mm lift. 

e Commercial twin ram pit jacks 8 
tonne 350 mm lift 

e@ Commercial single ram floor- and pit 
mounted units 15/20 tonne 750 mm lift 

e@ Spreader beams 2.8-13 tonne. 


Norwell Woodhouse Newark Notts. NG23 6NG 
Phone: 01636 636586 Fax: 01636 636101 Mobile: 07867 773344 
Email: info@autolift.co.uk www.autolift.co.uk 


SafeteX 


The 
safety 


restraints 
manufacturer 


te:091572 451272 
rax:01572 451282 
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Low Profile 
Positive Ventilation 


Serious and positive 
ventilation in all weather 
and traffic conditions 
moving or stationary 


email: sales@pacet.co.uk 
Wwuw.pacet.co.UK 


Pacet Manufacturing Ltd 


Wyebridge House, Cores End Road 
Bourne End, Bucks SL8 5HH 
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Enviro200 on our 
exclusive test drive 


HERALDED as a ‘small 
revolution’ at its launch, the 
Enviro200 has embarked on a 
programme of long-term 
demonstrations with London 
bus operators. But not before 
routeONE Editor Mike Morgan 
got behind the wheel for an 
exclusive test drive. 


Test Drive on pages 23-26. 


Getting it together... 


PARTNERSHIP is the buzzword of the moment and 
the PSV industry knows only too well that this is a 
key part of success. 

With so many powers vested in local authorities it 
is these bodies that must be cajoled, persuaded and 
eventually won over, because their interest - and 
most importantly investment - in PSV activities really 
does make a difference to the villages, towns and 
cities they are elected to serve. 

At one end of the spectrum is the thorny issue of 
coach parking and pick-up/drop off points which are 
easy to create and manage, yet woefully ignored by 
some authorities. Fortunately, progress has been 
made in London and Manchester in the last year, but 
there are plenty of other hot spots, large and small, 
which vary from being poor to needing 
improvement. 

Tourist coaching has always struggled to make its 
voice heard against competing demands from other 
sectors, but some good news was last October's 
‘Multi-stakeholder European Targeted Action for 
Sustainable Tourism and Transport’ study. In short, it 
is one of the best pieces of pro-coach research we’ve 
had for some time. Significantly, it was produced by 
the European Commission’s DG Enterprise. 

Like it or not, we now dance to Europe’s tune 
(although we do influence the music score too) so 
the report’s authors are not insignificant. The study 
showed that transport is vital to tourism and in many 
circumstances coaches are the most environmentally 
friendly solution. Another report, commissioned by 
the International Road Transport Union (IRU), shows 
that a tourist arriving by coach spends 40% more 
than the average tourist, and coach tourism is more 
resistant to recession. 

The IRU is calling for the EU to adopt effective 
policies to promote public transport, so blatantly 
neglected in the EU’s 2001 White Paper. In 100- 
pages coaches only got a couple of references. This is 
important as the White Paper is to undergo a mid- 
term review soon and the IRU is campaigning hard 


for appropriate changes to be incorporated. In turn, 
this policy will eventually filter down to every UK 
local authority (although it might get diluted along 
the way). Most of the EU’s edicts that affect the PSV 
industry have little positive effect, but here’s a 
chance to make a difference. 

However, strong lobbying by local people means 
that it’s often easier for councillors and highway 
authorities to avoid implementing practical measures. 
You only need look to Birmingham to see the 
negative effect that the Liberal Democrats have had 
on bus lanes, where a policy of closing them has 
been adopted, and their failure to agree to sign a Bus 
Quality Partnership. Contrast that with London, 
where the number of bus lanes is growing and active 
enforcement of the lanes, and illegal parking at bus 
stops, takes place. Put to the vote, Ken Livingstone’s 
policies would almost certainly be rejected, but 
there’s no doubt that congestion and pollution is 
reduced, while the levels and standards of bus 
services have been raised. 

Exactly this has just happened in Edinburgh, where 
74% of voters rejected congestion charging proposals. 
The turnout was 62%. Yet councils with the vision 
and commitment to pursue policies can make a 
difference. York is held up as an example of what can 
be achieved in partnership with bus operators, while 
Nottinghamshire has driven forward Europe’s first 
multi-system smart card project. Now, Arriva is asking 
local government in Liverpool to join it in a 
partnership as it reveals its vision for the growth of 
bus services. Merseytravel is enthusiastic; let’s hope 
that the councils are too. 
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F YOU look at the Volvo 

corporate website you 

could be forgiven for 
thinking that there is no 
such thing as a B9TL, but 
with orders globally now 
totalling more than 200 it is 
clearly here and attracting 
the support of major 
customers. 

Hong Kong-based Kowloon 
Motor Bus had the first tri-axle 
B9TL, finished with a Volgren 
body assembled by HESS in 
Switzerland, on demonstration 
from the summer of 2003. 

With that vehicle now in 
Sweden in conjunction with 
Euro 4 development, KMB is 
operating two more B9TLs, 
one with Wrightbus bodywork, 
the other finished by Alexander 
Dennis as an Enviro500. The 
operator which runs 4,300 
buses in the former British 
Colony has just placed an order 


for 25 with Wrightbus 
bodywork that will be 
constructed in Northern 
Ireland. 


SBS Transit in Singapore has 
made the biggest commitment 
by purchasing |50 units that will 
be bodied in the territory by 
ComfortDelGro Engineering. 
Delivery is expected to start in 
August and will continue for the 
next |2 months. 

route also understands 
that the 20 Dublin Bus tri-axles 
reported elsewhere = as 
Enviro500s are in fact going to 
be B9ITLs with Enviro500 
bodywork as part of a larger 
order for Volvo. 
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Big can be beautiful 


But the first BTL order 
actually came from a UK 
operator, innovative Weavaway 
Travel of Newbury. The first of 
its six East Lancs-bodied buses 
is now at Thomas Hardy, 
Wigan so that the Certificate of 
Initial Fitness (COIF) and Pre 
Delivery Inspection (PDI) 
process can begin. The other 
five buses are nearing 
completion at East Lancs’ 
Blackburn factory and delivery 
is expected during March with 
the buses entering service as 
soon as possible after that, 

Weavaway has already made 
a name for itself in the school 
contract, private charter and 
rail replacement markets. Now 
based at New Greenham Park, 
the fresh-thinking company 
operates 30 vehicles including 
four based in Reading following 
the takeover of Hayward’s 
Coaches late last year. Local 
bus services are operated 
under the Newbury & District 
name, but the firm is best 
known for _ successfully 
operating high-capacity double- 
deckers. 

After buying new East Lancs 
Scania N1 13s, it built up a fleet 
of nine former China Motor 
Bus tri-axle |2-metre double 
deckers, seating 106, 
purchased from Ensignbus 
three to four years ago. Seven 
were Dennis Condors with 
the other two being MCW 
Metrobuses. 

Half of Weavaway’s income 
comes from its charter 
business. Weavaway Travel 
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EDUCATION 
COMMIT TEE 


“Large dedicated school buses already exist - 
they’re called 4x4’s!” 


Managing Director Simon 
Weaver told route that 
the value of the Hong Kong 
buses has been that they could 
seat two coach-loads of around 
50 for less than it would cost to 
hire separate vehicles. “We 
have had a good response to 
them on home to school work, 
but with a top speed of 40mph 
we couldn’t use them on 
anything else,” he explained. 
“But they were a starting point. 
We could see the scope.” 

Mr Weaver has been 
pressing manufacturers for 
some time to make a new high- 
capacity Hong Kong-style 
vehicle available in the UK and 
East Lancs and Volvo come up 
with what is effectively a brand 
new product for the British 


routeONE 
Comment 


WEAVAWAY’S _ investment 
underlines the company’s belief 
that it has spotted and knows 
how to develop a niche for 
new high-capacity belted 
double-deckers that as well as 
meeting the home to school 
market, can also be used on a 
variety of other charter work. 

It’s potentially valuable 
business particularly as the 
amount of rail replacement 
work available grows in a 


market in the East Lancs- 
bodied B9TL. Replacing the 
former China Motor Bus 
vehicles, the investment is 
underpinned by the guaranteed 
daily school work that the 
buses will undertake. 

Weavaway’s 12.4 metre 
B9TLs are powered by the 
340bhp version of Volvo’s D9C 
9.4 litre engine, originally 
developed by Volvo Trucks, and 
driving through a ZF 6HP592 
automatic gearbox. Licenced as 
buses the B9TLs will be able to 
travel at the legal maximum 
speed limit of just short of 
60mph making them ideal for 
charters, including rail 
replacement work. 

Fully Disability Discrim- 
ination Act compliant, the 


sector that has been met in the 
past by a mix of new and older 
coaches as well as older double 
deckers. A growing number of 
operators agree, purchasing 
new belted vehicles on 
Alexander Dennis, Scania VDL 
Bus or Volvo underframes. 
However, Weavaway has taken 
the concept one stage further 
by pushing manufacturers to 
make a Far Eastern type vehicle 
available for its own needs. Its 
commitment to realising the 
potential is matched by the size 
of the investment. 

But routeONE wonders if 


silver-finished East Lancs 
bodywork with LED displays 
has a total seating capacity of 
102 with four of those seats on 
tracking so that wheelchairs 
can be accommodated. MTB 
coach style units with three- 
point seatbelts have been 
specified. Mr Weaver added 
that five of the seats in the 
lower saloon face the rear and 
tables are being installed to 
make them more customer 
friendly. A CCTV system is also 
part of the specification as are 
luggage racks. 

The buses’ entry into service 
is much anticipated. Having 
seen the first vehicle at Thomas 
Hardy, Simon Weaver 
described it as “absolutely 
fantastic.” 


Simon Weaver's vehicles are 
also pioneers in more than one 
way. Volvo is being tight lipped 
about engine development 
after the implementation of 
Euro 4 emission standards 
although it is committed to 
adopting Selective Catalytic 
Reduction (SCR). A “new” 
nine-litre engine is understood 
to be central to its plans in the 
medium engine range currently 
dominated by the B7, but Volvo 
Marketing Manager Adrian 
Wickens emphasised _ that: 
“what works at what rating will 
be announced in due course.” 


top stories 


ARRIVA has pledged to invest up to £45 million to 
create “a high quality bus network at the heart of local 
transport on Merseyside” but only if it can obtain 
SUPPOFt FrOM PAFtNEL.........scseeseeseerrsssresssesessereseereres 


BLACKBURN Transport has emerged triumphant from 
its long-running battle with Suzanne Bailey, 33, and 
David Bailey, 42, owners of Catch-me-Bus.com and Buzy 
Buz Ltd, who have agreed to pay £100,000 for damages 
and costs to council-owened Blackburn Transport in an 
out-of-court SettleMent...........cscscecsseerersecssesceneerserees 


CANTABRICA Coaches has strongly denied claims by 
the German police that its coach which crashed on 
Saturday had “bald summer tyres” and was “travelling 
at 100km/h” in heavy snow on a bend on the A6é 
autobahn near Mannheim, Germany. Cantabrica says: 
“it is satisfied that the tyres were suitable for the 
Sy 8 2 Sie RE ea a ee 


THE ORGANISERS of Coach & Bus Live 2005, this 
year’s industry show at the NEC Birmingham 5-6 
October this year, have confirmed that all vehicle stand 
space has now been sold or reserved...........:s+0000 


MUNICIPAL operator Thamesdown of Swindon is 
joining the trend among operators as it puts the final 
touches to plans for a move from its historic town 
centre headquarters to £4.6 million purpose-built 
facilities on the outskirts of the towN..........00sse 


THOUGH the North Western Traffic Commissioner 
Beverley Bell has decided that there are no grounds for 
calling Excellent Connections Ltd to public inquiry over 
its operations at Manchester Airport, she has 
expressed concern about a road traffic accident 
involving one of the company’s taxibuses and a 
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Open days are a 
““sood investment” 


Mike 


HE DECISION to hold 
T: first ever Open Day 

event has been 
vindicated as Hellaby-based 
UK Coach & Bus reports a 
high level of interest that led 
to seven sales and a number 
of positive enquiries. 

Success at similar events 
held by Coach Europe, the 
previous dealer for Irisbus, 
Beulas and Indcar, pursuaded 
the Mentor-owned dealership 
to hold the two open days. It 


was timed to coincide with last 
week's half-term break and it 
offered £,1000 worth of spare 
parts with each purchase and a 
free prize draw to win a Ferrari 
Racing Experience as 
incentives. 

According to Bill Povey, 
Mentor Sales Director, the 
event was a big success. He 
declared the Open Days to be 
“value for money,” saying: “It’s 
one of the best investments 
we've ever made as a 
company. We had over 30 
operators visit the site over the 
two days, and sold seven 


coaches.” Test drives were 
available in the selection of new 
and pre-owned coaches, 
including lastest versions of the 
Incar-bodied MidiRider, and the 
three Beulas variants, Stergo 
‘e’, El Mundo, and EuroMidi. 

Meanwhile examples of the 
latest new deliveries by the 
Mentor dealership could be 
seen. These included one of 
the 25 13.75-metre Neoplan 
Skyliners for Stagecoach’s 
megabus.com operation, and 
four Neoplan Starliners that 
make up this year’s intake by 
Parrys International. 


Tilleys 2 


Tilleys went for the hand-ove 
__and signed-up for a new one 


ce —————— 
RES 


Arriva pledges £45 million for Merseyside buses 


ARRIVA has pledged to 
invest up to £45 million to 
create ‘a high quality bus 
network at the heart of 
local transport on 
Merseyside” but only if it 
can obtain support from 
partners. 

Throwing down the gauntlet 
at a press conference on 
Tuesday, Arriva North West 
and Wales Managing Director 
Bob Hind said: ““We’re ready to 
commit to further investment, 
however for our vision to be 
achieved, we need the 


commitment of our partners.” 

Arriva would spend £20 
million buying low-floor bus 
buses for all main routes 
serving Liverpool by 2008, and 
a further £25 million to provide 
low-floor buses on the whole 
of its network across 
Merseyside by 2011. 

Arriva’s proposals — Buses on 
Merseyside: The next five years — 
call for stronger partnerships 
and joint commitments — 
including £75m investment by 
Merseytravel and other local 
authority partners. To achieve 


better bus priorities to 
improve service punctuality, it 
calls for closer links between 
Merseytravel and the highway 
authorities, proposing a 
transfer to Merseytravel of 
these powers. 

It is also calling for stringent 
quality controls for school bus 
operators under the local 
authority tendering process; 
suggests revisions to the long- 
term funding of the 
Merseytravel concessionary 
travel scheme and a revised 
and revitalised multi-operator 


and multi-modal travel ticket. It 
is five years since Arriva bought 
MTLs ailing © Merseybus 
business, since when it has 
invested £40m in 250 new 
vehicles. 

Merseytravel Chief 
Executive & Director General 
Neil Scales said: “This is 
fantastic news. We will 
continue working together 
with our five districts and the 
bus companies to achieve our 
objective which is to deliver the 
best possible transport 
network for the region.” 


Lawton’s expands into accessible market 


LAWTON’S Executive 
Coaches of Stickney near 
Boston has expanded with 
the purchase of its first full- 
size coaches including a 
wheelchair accessible 
vehicle. 

It has also recruited Colin 
Andrew as Transport Manager, 
for many years a specialist in 
the accessible market with his 
own DAF Van Hool trading as 
Andrew of Donington. 

Lawton’s started as a private 


CPT helps with 


LAST weekend the 
Confederation of Passenger 
Transport (CPT) coordinated 
a survey in which 400 
passengers and their luggage 
were weighed at locations 
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hire taxi business five years 
ago. A school contract saw the 
purchase of an LDV Convoy 
two years ago and this was 
followed at the end of 2003 by 
a new Optare Soroco and six 
weeks later, a Bonito. 

Geoff Lawton who runs the 
business with wife Liz 
emphasises the importance of 
quality vehicles and service: 
“Reputation means everything,” 
he told routeQNE. Lawton’s 
has taken over the goodwill of 


weight problem 


throughout the UK. 

The number of overweight 
coaches, when operating at full 
capacity, has been increasing 
even though the vehicles are 
compliant with EU Directive 


Andrew of Donington and a 
wheelchair lift is being 
installed by West Bromwich- 
based Carlyle in a tri-axle 
Scania KII3 Van  Hool 
supplied by Scania Bus & 
Coach last December. The 
coach, which came from 
Milligan’s Coach Travel, has a 
49-seat executive 
specification, but after the 
conversion is completed, will 
accommodate six wheelchairs 
and 31 seats. Lawton’s has 


97/27 which lays down the 
average weights of passengers 
and luggage for construction 
purposes. To fully understand 
the extent of the problem, the 
IRU commissioned the research 
carried out with Shearings 
Holidays, Eurolines, Victoria 


also invested in a former 
Barnards Irizar Scania KI 13 
executive supplied by the 
same dealer. 

Mr Lawton says he has no 
illusions as to the hurdles that 
will have to be overcome 
developing the business. 
Private hire work is expanding 
and the firm is focussing on 
day excursions which Colin 
Andrew specialised in and also 
plans to run four tours this 
year. 


Coach Station and group 
organisers the Travel Ministry. 

The CPT’s Allan Edmondson 
said: “The information gathered 
will be invaluable in aiming to 
influence design and legislation 
to enable operators to stay 
within the law.” 
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eulas double 


Blackburn Transport recovers 


BLACKBURN Transport 
has emerged triumphant 
from its long-running battle 
with Suzanne Bailey, 33, 
and David Bailey, 42, 
owners of Catch-me- 
Bus.com and Buzy Buz Ltd, 
who have agreed to pay 
£100,000 for damages and 
costs to council-owened 
Blackburn Transport in an 
out-of-court settlement. 
The High Court found that 
the Baileys had passed 


themselves and their 
companies off as Blackburn 
Transport by putting 
‘Blackburn Transport Ltd’ on 
their buses. The High Court 
accepted that passengers 
were likely to be confused by 
this and would board a bus 
owned by the _ Baileys’ 
company believing it to be a 
Blackburn Transport bus. 
However, the Baileys face 
further legal action and 
appeared in Blackburn 


CORNISH operator, Tilleys 
of Bude, made the long trip 
to South Yorkshire last 
week to collect their latest 
fleet addition. 

However, the journey 
proved to be a lucrative for 
UK Coach & Bus, because 
Managing Director Paul Tilley 
decided the time was right to 
also sign-up for a new 
midicoach. 

Mr Tilley together with his 
father and company founder, 
Alfred, and son, Steve, were 
taking advantage of the half- 
term break to to take delivery 
of a former Redwing 53-seat 
Beulas-bodied lrisbus 
EuroRider. The three-year- 
old coach had been repainted 
by UK Coach & Bus into 
Tilleys standard cream livery 
in preparation for the 
application of vinyls. 


Magistrates Court last 
Wednesday facing 36 counts of 
fraud, totalling £597,000, and 
having no insurance on their 
vehicles. They were charged 
following their arrest in 
November 2003, shortly after 
they stopped running services. 

They are each charged with 
obtaining £527,000 of Bus 
Service Operators Grant 
(BSOG) by deception, by 
overstating the lengths of their 
routes over a two year period. 


They made the journey ina 
Marcopolo-bodied Dennis 
Javelin, which has been part- 
exchanged for the Beulas in 
the 12-vehicle fleet. Tilleys 
acquired an almost identical 
vehicle when the former 
Beulas dealer, Coach Europe, 
went into receivership in 
2003. However, the latest 
acquisition has an automatic 
gearbox. 

The family trio were 
tempted by the dealer's 
special offer of £,1000 of free 
coach parts, electing to sign an 
order for a new Beulas- 
bodied EuroMidi for July 
delivery. Paul Tilley told 
route that, although his 
company’s work is mainly 
local private hire and schools, 
the regular fleet upgrades had 
a positive effect reducing 
maintenance costs. 


£100,000 


They are also charged with 
having forged insurance 
documents and dishonestly 
obtaining £70,000 bus service 
subsidies from Blackburn with 
Darwen Borough Council. 
The contract with the council 
stated that insurance must be 
in place, and this would mean 
that the subsidy was gained 
illegally. 

The case was adjourned to 
allow them more time to 
prepare their defence. 


Nottinghamshire smart card roll out 


A JOINT project driven by 
Nottinghamshire County 
Council (NCC), has seen the 
completion of fully inter- 
operable smart cards, with 
two independent smart 
card schemes, three ticket 
machine suppliers, 54 bus 
operators and 850 vehicles, 
covering almost every bus 
service in the county. 

In the culmination of a 
project progressively rolled out 
from September 2002, 
Nottingham City Transport’s 
350 vehicles, plus its Easyrider 
smartcard scheme, is now in 
use alongside NCC’s 
concessionary fare and student 
‘freedom’ card. The integration 
of NCT, the final piece of the 
jigsaw, allows 85,000 


passengers to use their 


Launching the smart card are (I-r): Elaine Chatterton, NCC; Nicola Tidy, NCT; 
Dave Bennett, NCC; Peter Johnson, Peter Johnson Consultants 


‘freedom’ cards on NCT. 


Cllr Terry Butler, NCC 
Cabinet Member for the 
Environment = said: “The 


joining of two independent 
card schemes on one bus 


ticketing system is believed to 
be the only scheme of its kind 
in existence in Europe which is 
an achievement | am thrilled 
with.” The scheme works on 
ticketing machines provided 


by Almex, Wayfarer and ERG, 
proving that interoperability — 
anticipated by ITSO — does 
work. Other major operators 
include Trent Barton, RoadCar 
and Stagecoach. 


wie 


Belmont sponsors 
routeONE award 


PSV INDUSTRY insurance 
specialist, Belmont Inter- 
national of Sevenoaks, joins 
the list of big-name 
sponsors — Alexander 


Dennis, Carlyle, Hansar, 
las Ricon, a 


that sho offers a_ risk 
management service and is 
an independent financial 
adviser. 

Managing Director, Barry 
Etchells has confirmed his 
company’s commitment to. 
the routeONE Excellence 
Awards by agreeing to 
sponsor the Coach Manager 
of the Year category. — 

Tony West, routeONE 
Publishing Director, said: “I 
am delighted that Belmont 
is one of our sponsors. The 
fact that Belmont and ag 


supporting | che Awards 
underlines the significance 
of the event, which is sure 
to attract a full-house when 


it is held at the 
Motorcycle Museum 
evening of 5 October.” 

The routeONE Excellence 
Awards is scheduled for the 
first evening of this year’s 
industry show, Coach & Bus 
Live, which is at the nearby 
NEC, Birmingham on 5 ar 
6 October. 

The Entry Form was 
issued two week's” ago 
(routeONE, nap areens 
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Cantabrica refutes ‘bald tyres’ claim 


Tom Black 


ANTABRICA 

Coaches has strongly 

denied claims by the 
German police that its 
coach which crashed on 
Saturday had “bald 
summer tyres” and was 
“travelling at 100km/h” in 
heavy snow on a bend on 
the A6 autobahn near 
Mannheim, Germany. 
Cantabrica says: “it is 
satisfied that the tyres were 
suitable for the conditions.” 

Coach hostess Rosie Nolan, 
57, died when she was thrown 
from the two-year-old 
Berkhof Volvo B|2M which hit 
the central reservation, 
overturned and is reported to 
have slid on its side for 80 
metres. 

It was carrying 32 
passengers, two drivers and 
the hostess; 2! passengers 
were injured, seven of them 
severely including a child and 
the coach driver Steven 


Gibson, 34, who underwent 
surgery for a broken femur 
and hip. 

In a statement Cantabrica 
said: “We are surprised and 
concerned over the press 
statement released by the 


German Police. We believe | 


that it is irresponsible and 
unhelpful to jump to 
conclusions before the results 
of a full investigation are 
known. We hope that the 
investigation will be as 
exhaustive as possible and, in 
addition to an examination of 
the tachograph, will also 
include an assessment of both 
the state of the highway and 
whether any gritting had taken 
place. 

“Cantabrica has an 
excellent safety record and has 
operated throughout North- 
ern Europe for 26 years with 
no major accidents.” 

“The tyres are the same as 
those fitted on all coaches 
currently operated through- 
out Europe. The company 


Ron Whittle launches 
consulting agency 


AS ANTICIPATED at the 
time he sold the family 
coach and bus firm to 
EYMS in February 2004, 
Ron Whittle has launched 
‘Ron Whittle Consulting’. 

Aimed at smaller operators 
Mr Whittle, who has 40-plus 
years in the industry and is one 
of the three-man judging panel 
for the route Excellence 
Awards, is offering down to 
earth advice to operators. His 
experience together with his 
long involvement in CPT and 
IRU, have given him a unique 
insight into the problems 
and solutions faced by 
operators on a day-to- 
day basis. 

Well-known for 
running one of the most 
successful and high- 
profile operations in the 
Midlands, Mr Whittle 
has long campaigned for 
operators to understand 
the importance of 
pricing 
profitability an 
investment. 
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He also adds up-to-date 
experience of possible exit 
routes, having recently made a 
successful sale of his long- 
established family firm. 

Thoroughly enjoying his 
retirement, Ron is never- 
theless keen to remain 
involved on the fringes of the 
industry and help the many 
smaller operators towards a 
better future. 

Ron can be contacted on 
01746 761842 or 07801 


615880 or ron@whittlecoach. 


freeserve.co.uk 


systeMS, Ron Whittle: offering down-to- 
earth advice to operators 


The tyres were ‘suitable for the conditions’ 


currently has six other vehicles 
operating without difficulty, in 
snowy conditions, in the 
French Alps. We would be 
surprised therefore if the 
investigation uncovered any 
vehicle faults.” 

Cantabrica says that the 
coach, which was _ fully 
checked before departure, left 
South Mimms services on the 
M25 at 1130hrs on Friday, 
bound for Mayrhofen and 
Kirkdorf, Austria. The accident 
happened at 05/5hrs local 


time. An empty Cantabrica 
coach, to return passengers 
from another holiday, was 
ahead of the crashed coach. 
The driver says that he was 
travelling at 60km/h (37mph) 
and could see the other coach 
in his rear view mirror, leading 
him to believe it was travelling 
at about the same speed. 

Watford-based Cantabrica 
Coaches holds an O-licence 
for 24 vehicles and runs an 
extensive holiday and touring 
programme. 


Go-Ahead orders 
six Electrocitys 


GO-AHEAD subsidiary 
London Central has placed 
the first order for 
Wrightbus’s _Electrocity 
hybrid-electric bus. 

Six are due to enter service 
in mid-summer on the 360 
(Elephant & Castle-Royal 
Albert Hall) a route that was 
mooted for 12 diesel-electric 
hybrid Enviro200Hs when it 
was launched by TransBus in 
2003. 

“This builds on Tfl's 
commitment to improving the 
environmental management 
of London's bus fleet,” says 
London Buses Operations 
Director Mike Weston. “It is 
an important step forward in 
examining ways of reducing 


emissions, and | anticipate that 
the results of the Electrocity 
operation will play a part in 
helping us decide on the types 
of vehicles we should be 
operating.” 

Wrightbus’s Classic style 
bodies, used on the two 
prototype vehicles, will be 
fitted to VDL Bus basic 
chassis frames used as 
platforms by Wrightbus for its 
own sourced componerts. 
The latest generation lead 
acid batteries power a heavy- 
duty |20kW electric driveline 
coupled to a |.9-litre Euro 4 
common-rail diesel engine. 
Regenerative braking retains 
energy that would otherwise 
be lost. 


Spitting teenager charged 


A TEENAGER who spat at 
a First driver in Edinburgh 
has been identified by his 
DNA and is being hunted 
in what is believed to be 
the first case of its kind in 
Scotland following the 


introduction of ‘spit kits.’ 

The driver used his kit to 
sample the spit on his face as 
evidence. However, despite 
issuing an arrest warrant, 
police have been unable to 
trace the culprit. 
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Enough to fill the Millennium 
Stadium almost 30 times. 
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Alexander Dennis Limited Impressive figures from ALEXANDER 


91 Glasgow Road, Falkirk FK1 4JB 


bite uleenesiog an impressive company 


www.alexander-dennis.com 
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Ticket machines 


no longer just 
issue tickets. 
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Vehicle space at show sold out 


Roger Draper 


HE ORGANISERS of 
Coach & Bus Live 
2005, this year’s 
industry show at the NEC 
Birmingham 5-6 October, 
have confirmed that all 
vehicle stand space has now 
been sold or reserved. 
Coach & Bus Live takes 
place alongside the first 
routeQINE Excellence Awards, 
which is scheduled for the 
evening of 5 October at the 
National Motorcycle Museum. 
It is fully-supported by the 
industry trade association, the 


Arriva to fit 


IN A_ groundbreaking 
project over the next four 
years, Arriva is to fit all its 
6,000 UK buses with CCTV 
and ‘black box’ data 
recorders to reduce 
fraudulent insurance 
claims and increase 
security. 

It is the first major bus 
group to fit CCTV to its entire 
fleet and is a significant step in 
the fight against fraudulent 
claims and the speedy 
resolution of valid claims. 

It follows a £600,000 pilot 
scheme in Gillingham, Kent, 
where I15 buses were 
equipped. The work will be 
carried out by 2|st Century 
Crime Prevention Services 
which has worked with Arriva 
on fitting CCTV over the last 
five years. Subject to the 
satisfactory completion of 
another pilot in Liverpool — 


Confederation of Passenger 
Transport (CPT), and has been 
further boosted by the positive 
endorsement from leading 
names such as Alexander 


Dennis, lrisbus (UK), 
Marcopolo, Moseley Dist- 
ributors, Neoman, Optare, 


Plaxton, Salvador Caetano, and 
Toyota GB. Tony West of show 
organisers Expo Management 
says that all vehicle stand sites 
have now been booked or 
reserved, and reservations 
across the whole event 
account for more than 80% of 
total available floor space. 
“Vehicle exhibitors provide 


the backbone to an industry 
show like Coach & Bus Live, 
and having created three more 
vehicle sites in addition to the 
I 1 originally planned, it is very 
gratifying to see that all 14 sites 
have now been taken. We are 
delighted to have secured 
support from so many of the 
leading names in the vehicle 
manufacturer sector, either in 
their own right or through 
their dealer network.” Mr 
West added: “Whilst we still 
have availability in certain areas 
of the show such as in the 
minibus, vehicle trader and 
tourism sections, sites are 


being COACHABUS LD 
booked up WZ LV (ZE ° 
on a week- * 

by-week ony — 


basis so the time to act is now.” 

However, Coach & Bus Live 
‘05 is much more than just a 
trade exhibition. It includes a 
dedicated used vehicle section, 
a programme of highly 
informative seminars, a 
combined outdoor demons- 
tration, and special driving test 
course run by Brighton Rally 
organisers Coach Displays. 

For more information about 
the show, contact Peter Millis 
on 0870 241 8745. 


6,000 buses with ‘black box’ CCTV 


and wining match funding 
from local authorities — the 
project will be rolled out 
across the entire UK fleet. 

The ‘black box’ contains an 
inertia chip measuring G- 
forces, and logs data about the 
use of the brakes, accelerator, 
speed, distance and lights, 
which together with digital 
CCTV allows any incident to 
be analysed. Like most large 
companies, Arriva is self- 
insured, and Arriva 
Engineering Director Mark 
Bowd told route that says 
the savings from fraudulent 
claims is “an integral part of 
the business case.” The 
company receives 50,000 
claims from passengers for 
injuries a year. 

Around 2,000 Arriva buses 
are already fitted with CCTV, 
(including 1,300 in London) 
but the ‘black box’ will be 


Real time increase 


THE DEPARTMENT for 
Transport says that its 
latest annual survey on 
bus real time information 
(RTI) “paints a picture of 
significant, steady growth 
over the past three 
years.” 


The proportion of RTI- 
equipped vehicles outside 
London (which was already 
almost fully equipped) rose 
from around 5% in 2002 to 
almost 25% today and is 
projected to rise to 43% by 
the end of 2006. The 


Introducing... 
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Optima” 


Live feed to the control room in an emergency 


retrofitted. In Medway, the 
council match-funded 50% of 
the cost, which Arriva aims to 
repeat across the country. 
Each system can handle up 
to 10 cameras, and each 
vehicle has internal CCTV, 
plus three external cameras — 


number of RTI displays as 
bus stops has almost 
doubled since 2002 from 
around 2,800 to over 5,200 
with a further increase to 
over 8,000 by end of 2006. 
In 2002 virtually no RTI was 
available by other means. 
Now travellers can track 
many services over the web 


Phone 
Fax 
e-mail 


one forward facing, and two 
side mounted with a wide 
angle of view that will catch 
stone-throwers. In an 
emergency, a driver can use a 
‘panic button’ to connect a live 
CCTV feed direct to a control 
room. 


or using their mobile phone 
and these services are also 
expected to dramatically 
over the next two years. 

The survey was supported 
by the Real Time Information 
Group, the national industry 
grouping of local authorities, 
bus operators and system 
suppliers. 


TICKET SYSTEMS 


01294 471155 
01294 471166 
sales@jgts.com 


Your Ticket to the 
EvoBus Open House Event 


12th & 13th March 2005 - 10:30am to 3:30pm 


on the Team West McLaren F1 Simulator 


for a chance to 


Give your coach an interior makeover! Prestigious Mercedes-Benz and 
Available for this weekend only.* Huge discounts on Chrysler Cars to Ride and Drive 


selected interior parts e.g.. Seat Back Tables 


Take the opportunity to view and test 


drive our Exclusive Weekend Offers. 


Kids colouring competition will keep the children 


Ten specially selected and prepared ; 

occupied! All will be posted on our website 

pre-owned vehicles will 

be available at amazing 

drive-away prices. Refreshments served 
throughout the day 


Why not join us for lunch? 


Visit EvoBus UK. M6, Junction 2, Coventry 


*For orders taken on site during the EvoBus Open House Event only. (No telephone orders) 


EvoBus UK OMNI Tel: 02476 626000 


Cross Point Business Park, Coventry CV2 2TU Services for your Mercedes-Benz and Setra Web: www.evobus.co.uk 
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Thamesdown relocation 
on target 


Mike Morgan 


} UNICIPAL opera- 
tor Thamesdown 
of Swindon _ is 
joining the trend among 
old-established operators 
as it puts the final touches 
to plans for a move from its 
historic town centre 
headquarters to £4.6 
million purpose-built 
facilities on the outskirts of 
the town. 

Currently based in the 
cramped depot first opened 
for the town’s trams in 1903, 
Thamesdown now runs |20 
buses and Managing Director 
John Owen says the buildings 
have “grown like Topsy.” 

The result, he says, has been 
a site that is operationally and 
financially inefficient. As each 
new intake of vehicles has 
taken up a larger ‘footprint’ in 
the depot yard, cleaning has 
become increasingly difficult, 
and the risk of accidental 
damage is high. 

Once the town centre base 


London’s 


THE 207 (Shepherd's Bush- 
Uxbridge) is _ officially 
London’s most dangerous 
bus route. 

Of all the routes covered by 
the Metropolitan Police 
Transport Operational 
Command Unit (TOCU) the 
205 suffered most 
disturbances between 25 


had been sold the proceeds 
have paid directly for the new 
brownfield site, presenting 
Thamesdown with the 
opportunity to build a state-of- 
the-art depot at no cost. 
Nevertheless | Corporation 
Street has the virtue of being at 
the hub of the operation, being 
adjacent to the Fleming Way 
bus station, part of which is 
used as an overflow bus park 
for the company’s extensive 
school bus fleet. 

The new premises are one- 
and-a-half miles north west of 
Swindon centre at Barnfield. It 
is designed to accommodate 
134 vehicles outside the 
central building. 

Thamesdown is among a 
increasingly long line of urban 
bus operators actively pursuing 
ambitions to build new depots. 
Mr Owen - says that 
Thamesdown has drawn on 
experience from around the 
industry to produce a layout 
that incorporates the best 
features from other recently 
built depots, including those by 
First and Stagecoach, and he is 


New facilities will replace 1903 tram depot 
-- — 


keen to share his experience. 
Although the eight-bay 
workshop largely assumes the 
use of vehicle lifts, two 
conventional pits provide the 
best of both worlds within the 
workshops that will form the 
central part of the main 
building. A two-storey 
adminstration block is under 
construction at one end, and a 
Reading-style | open-ended 
covered area at the other end. 
In addition the building will 
include an MoT test station. 
The bus fleet will be parked 
at the rear where there is to be 


a separate contamination area 
for dismantling components 


and redundant _ vehicles. 
Driver’s car parking is at the 
front. 

Building work is on schedule 
and the big move out of 
Corporation Street is expected 
to take place at the end of July. 
Mr Owen said: “It’s not just 
about moving. The efficiencies 
gained will take the operation 
to a higher level of quality.” 


most dangerous bus routes 


October and 25 November 
last. Police were called by 
drivers 38 times, mostly over 
disputes between passengers, 
though there were also eight 
instances of criminal damage, 
three violent attacks and one 
theft. 

The 29 (Trafalgar Square- 
Palmers Green) and 253 


Optare's second 
mobile service unit 


OPTARE’S Unitec after- 
sales division has started a 
second mobile service 
unit, using an Optare 
Alero. 

It follows the concept’s 
launch in Scotland last year 
and the new unit, based in 
Exeter, serves the south 
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west. The vehicle carries 100 
lines of fast moving parts, is 
fully equipped as a mobile 
workshop and carries all the 
latest diagnostic equipment. 
It is operated by Jason Dicker 
who can be contacted via 
Optare’s Thurrock Service 
Centre on 01708 892440. 


(Hackney-Euston) were worst 
for thefts and robberies, each 
clocking up five instances over 
the month. The figures were 
published just after five ticket 
inspectors were suspended 
when they refused to work on 
artics for fear of being 
attacked. 

Police were called to more 


than 370 incidents in one 
month, but TfL stresses that 
this is in the context of six 
million journeys a day and 
insists buses are getting safer. 
TOCU has 965 officers 
charged with keeping London's 
major bus routes crime and 
congestion-free. They made 
4,188 arrests in 2003/04. 


Stagecoach © 


After-sales service is increased in the south west 


BEAUTIFULLY BUILT 


TYPICALLY TOYOTA 


Touring coach quality in a midicoach — that’s the Optimo V from Toyota — and 
it’s a sure-fire way to keep your customers coming back time and time again. 


Once aboard, passengers will notice that little bit extra from the Optimo V — 3-point 


retractable seatbelts for all occupants (up to 26), reclining seats, foot and arm rests. 
The driver too benefits from a luxury seat to compliment his high level of equipment. 


Under his right foot, he’ll be impressed with the performance from the powerful, 
turbocharged and intercooled diesel. Coupled to a six-speed gearbox, he'll appreciate 
sprightly performance round town with relaxed cruising out on the open road. 


It’s the whole package though, that really appeals — a highly competent 
midicoach wrapped up in stunning good looks. Reliable, safe, stylish and all 
from under £67,500 — a combination that will put a smile on the faces of 
your passengers and your accountant. 


The beautifully built Optimo V from Toyota. Typical, isn’t it. 


UK Sales Dealerships 


A & D Coach Sales Holloway Commercials Salvador Caetano UK Ltd. 
Tel: 01884 860767 Tel: 01902 636661 Tel: 01530 263333 O pti mo V 


Contact Steve Prime, Coach Sales Manager on 07785 238798, or E-mail, steve.prime@tgb.toyota.co.uk 
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Bus terminal 


WORK is to start soon on a 
new £2 million bus terminal in 
Lisburn, Northern Ireland. It 
will allow buses to avoid the 
city’s one-way system, resulting 
in faster journeys. It will have 
10 stands, a heated waiting 
area, Offices, electronic 
information screens and CCTV. 


Oldham starts 


WORK is to start in the spring 
on Oldham’s new £2.2 million 
bus station in West Street. 
Detailed design work is 
complete and the station will 
have a central island concourse 
similar in style to the adjacent 
main Cheapside station. It will 
open at the end of the year. 


Usage up 26% 

BUS PASSENGER numbers 
increased 26% over the last 
year, according to a report by 
Leicestershire County 
Council. It has published a map 
showing the county’s network 
and says that following 
substantial investment, 95% of 
people in the county are within 
a short walk of an hourly 
daytime bus service. 


Crash risks 

NEW RESEARCH confirms 
the importance of road risk 
assessment for occupational 
road safety says Napier 
University. It found that a 
relatively small group of 
drivers were involved in a 
disproportionate number of 
crashes. 


Mildenhall work 


WORK has started building a 
£400,000 bus station on a car 
park in Mildenhall, Suffolk, 
after four years of discussion. 
The octagonal _ building 
includes a waiting area, 
toilets, vending machines and 
an information centre. 


Dublin CCTV 


DUBLIN Bus has installed 276 
bus CCTV systems, worth 
£430,000, from CCTV specialist 
Cyberlyne Communications. 


Centro survey 


CENTRO is questioning 
30,000 bus and rail passengers 
in Birmingham in a £140,000 
survey to help forecast public 
transport needs. 
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No grounds for action against 
Excellent Connections Ltd 


Mike Jewell 


HOUGH the North 

Western Traffic 

Commissioner Bev- 
erley Bell has decided that 
there are no grounds for 
calling Excellent Conn- 
ections Ltd to _ public 
inquiry over its operations 
at Manchester Airport, 
she has expressed concern 
about a_ road _ traffic 
accident involving one of 
the company’s taxibuses 
and a taxi. 

The Commissioner had 
been considering calling the 
company, trading as Airport 
Carz and Taxibus, of 
Stanstead House, Third 
Avenue, Stanstead Airport, to 
public inquiry following 
complaints from the 
Manchester Cab Committee 
about its Manchester Airport 


for an independent 
investigation by the Vehicle 
Inspectorate. 


She said that the PSV 
legislation is far from clear to 
find what is meant in relation 
to the operation of PSV 
vehicles, taxis and taxibuses. 
She, as a Commissioner, as 
well as people in the industry, 
wished that legislation was 
made as clear as possible so 
that matters such as this did 
not arise again. 

It was clear that the 
Manchester Cab Committee 
felt that they had a genuine 
grievance. However, there 
was no evidence of any 
alleged breaches of the 
legislation that required 
Excellent Connections to be 
called to Public Inquiry. 
Though the company had 
responded throughout the 
proceedings in a very positive 
manner, and had not sought 
to hide anything from her, 


Inspectorate’s enquiries in 
regard to the road traffic 
accident on 20 October 
between a Ford Transit 
minibus operated by 
Excellent Connections and a 
taxi. 

Frankly, she was not 
surprised that there had been 
such an_ incident. When 
feelings ran high it was almost 
inevitable that such incidents 
would occur. 

She had no jurisdiction 
over taxi drivers but she did 
have over holders of PSV 
driving licences. It seemed 
that sometimes not enough 
emphasis was placed on the 
requirement on PSV 
operators to report road 
traffic accidents to the Traffic 
Commissioner. She reminded 
Excellent Connections and 
other PSV operators that the 
failure to report was a matter 
that could affect their repute. 

For Excellent © Conn- 


doubt in the industry about 
what needed to be reported 
to the Commissioner. 
Throughout the industry 
road traffic accidents were 
not routinely reported. 
Giving an undertaking that 
Excellent Connections would 
bring the Commissioner’s 
comments on conduct to its 
drivers, Mr Pelly said that if 
peace was to break out it had 
to be a two-way thing. 

The Commissioner said 
that she would arrange for a 
letter dealing with driver 
conduct to be sent to the 
person in charge of taxi 
licensing at Manchester City 
Council. 

It was something that had 
to be sorted out by others 
but in relation to those within 
her jurisdiction she would 
take robust action as she 
would not tolerate action 
that jeopardised road safety 
or fair competition. “It is up 


operations. 
She said that following the 
complaints she had arranged 


eritage Corner 


Bristol RE 1003 - 
a potted history 


THIS FINE machine entered 
service with the Cheltenham 
District subsidiary of the Bristol 
Omnibus Company (BOC) on 
June 1967, as a 53 seat twin crew 
operated town bus. 

| However, just over two years later, 

_ 1003 was sent back to the Eastern 
Coach Works at Lowestoft for 
conversion to the current dual door 
configuration. 

Re-entering service in Cheltenham 
as a one-person operated bus in 
January 1970, the vehicle sported the 
livery now carried today, with the deep 

| cream band then being used by Bristol 
Omnibus to identify a ‘pay on entry’ 
bus. 

The next repaint in August 1973 was 
into National Bus Company (NBC) 
poppy red and later in the 1970s 1003 
received a coat of NBC leaf green, 
after Bristol Omnibus decided to 
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regrettably that was not the 
case in regard to the Vehicle 


there was 


ections, Roland Pelly said that 
considerable 


to you lot to sort it out,” she 
told the parties. 


The deep cream band indicates a ‘pay on entry’ bus 


abandon the separate more attractive 
red livery for Cheltenham District 
vehicles. 

1003 was withdrawn from front line 
service on the 31 July, 1981, after a 
relatively short working life and later 
that year passed into preservation with 
the Cheltenham Bus Preservation 
Group. 

In 1997 the vehicle passed into the 
hands of the Stroud RE Group, already 
experts in the field of Bristol RE bus 
restoration, moving into the ownership 


of Simon Jennings on | July, 2001. 

Finally, Simon sold the vehicle onto 
the newly formed ‘1003 Western 
Pioneer’ group in July 2004, the name 
being derived after one of the well 
respected ‘Western’ diesel hydraulic 
railway locomotives that carried the 
same fleet number. 

The group feel that the name is 
rather apt, as 1003 was also a pioneer 
in her time, introducing a new, more 
modern bus to the streets of 
Cheltenham back in the late 1960s. 


Stertil VINCI 22.5 
Commercial Vehicle Lift Specialists 


Parallelogram Lifts 
2 and 4-Post Electro Hydraulic Lifts A UTO Mi AT -E 
New Generation Mobile Column Lifts 
Commercial Inground Lifting Systems 


Email: lifts@stertiluk.com www.stertiluk.com 


Class leading cabin space 

The fuel efficiency of a 315bhp, Euro3, Iveco power unit 
Stainless steel structure for longevity and enhanced 
residual value 

The style and versatility, synonomous with Plaxton coaches 


eee TON : wie All this at a price which could be more 
é — affordable than you might think 


Models available: 


315bhp, Auto; 49/53 seats; A/C; Centre W/C; hot & cold drinks - in stock 

350bhp, Auto; 53/57 seats; A/C - March 

350bhp, Auto; 49/53 seats; A/C; Centre W/C; hot & cold drinks - April 

P e A XTO N Plaxton Limited Coach Sales Centre, Crossroads, Anston, Sheffield, S25 4€S 
Tel: OIS09 55166 Fax: OISOS 567994 www.plaxtonlimited.co.uk 
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WA The | 
Ay, WV hisperer 


Rural foibles 


BUS DRIVERS really need to know the foibles of rural 
customers. The Whisperer understands that on the A7 
heading for Longtown on market day the morning bus 
would stop apparently in the middle of nowhere and a 
well worn figure of a shepherd would board with his 
dog. 

In the evening the regular drivers all knew to watch 
for the dog, on its own at the bus stop in Longtown. 
They would pull up and the dog would trot in to the 
nearby bar to recover its owner, usually assisted by 
friends to board the bus and then be dropped off once 
again in the middle of nowhere. 

One market day - a new driver saw no importance in 
the dog sitting at the bus stop and drove past! 


Shrinking decker 


A DOUBLE deck bus was pictured in newspapers 
recently after becoming well jammed under a 
bridge. The Whisperer noticed that is was bearing 
TfL's Incredible Shrinking Bus Journey' poster down 
the side. 


Destination mayhem 


THE WHISPERER gathers that in one bus depot, 
where dot matrix displays dominate the fleet, the 
display programming is done on site with messages 
worked out and typed in on a PC in the admin 
office. 

By way of amusement the computer crew had 
some fun thinking up alternatives to the ubiquitous 
‘Sorry I'm Not In Service’, and, seeing how these 
looked when run through the display. 

Unfortunately they forgot to wipe the display they 
had been playing with and one bus travelled the 
length of its positioning trip carrying a rather 
colourful message which The Whisperer has 
translated roughtly as ‘Go Away I'm Going Home’, 
while the innocent behind the wheel believed the 
message read ‘Out of Service’. 


Local sense of humour 


WHEN ON his travels recently, the Whisperer 
overheard a joke. “Why are the local buses like 
pieces of cod in a fish shop ? They soon get 
battered and come with chips.” 

He remains tight-lipped about which area he 
was in. 


Have you got any industry whispers? 


The Whisperer has an ear for industry gossip. Funny, 
serious, or just tongue-in-cheek, please pass it on. 
Discretion is assured! If you’ve heard any rumours then 


let me know with a quick e-mail: the.whisperer@route- 


one.net or care of mike.morgan@route-one.net 
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Letters 


Morgan, Editor, route 


The Editor would be delighted to receive your opinions either by e-mail: 
mike.morgan@route-one.net or fax: 0870 241 8891 or by post to: Mike 
, Expo Publishing, Suite 4, Century House, 
Towermead Business Park, Fletton, Peterborough PE2 9DY 


What chance seat belts? 


| WAS SORRY to learn of an accident 
involving two double-deck buses in a 
narrow Dorset country road (Friday 4 
February). | was particularly intrigued by 
the “renewed call for seat-belts on school 
buses” tone in the first few paragraphs of 
our local paper. 

Studying the picture of the scene it is 
evident that had one of the colliding 
vehicles been a car the outcome would 
probably have been far more serious... for 
those in the car. The fact is that passengers 
of any age properly seated on a full-size 
bus without seat belts are statistically seven 
times less likely to be injured in a traffic 
accident than those wearing seat belts in a 
Car. 

| have experience of operating local 
double-deck school buses which are fitted 
with seat belts. Where these buses are 
used on school to home journeys the 
majority of unsupervised children will 
simply not use the belts provided. Teachers 
occasionally ensure the belts are all firmly 
in place before my bus leaves the school 
gates in the afternoon, but 100 yards 
down the road | can assure you most are 
undone. Sadly the belts and accompanying 
safety features have become another 
vandalism opportunity and nothing much 
else. 

The real safety issue on school buses is 
behavioural, 70 unsupervised children in a 
confined space with today’s lack of 
discipline leaves little to the imagination. 

On the seat-belted bus | drive, | 
regularly have to move pupils from the 
front upper-deck window ledge where 
they sit using just the window as a back- 
rest. If | had to hit the brakes in an 
emergency, their body weight would push- 


Was it an April fool? 


| FEAR my time machine must be 
malfunctioning, because surely your last issue 
(routeQNE, News, 17 February) should have 
1 April as a cover date. 

You report that Edinburgh City Council has 
been stopped from distributing a bus map to 
people in the city, apparently so as not to 


Letter of the WEEK 


out the window, and they would land 
along with it on the road where they 
would immediately be run over by their 
own school bus. You can see this crazy 
picture on buses all over the area. If kids 
will not even sit in seats what chance seat 
belts? 

Those of us driving school buses are in a 
forgotten zone. Many modern parents 
support little Johnny who would never 
behave badly, of course. The schools — 
with notable exceptions — are evidently not 
interested once the bus is out of sight, and 
the councils will not find the money to 
provide the necessary adult supervision. So 
wait for the big one... and it is going to 
happen. 

The recent incident in South Wales 
where a double-decker turned over lead 
to screaming headlines for seat belts. It 
later transpired that a pupil in a menacing 
group had grabbed the steering wheel 
from the driver and caused the whole 
thing. So, he and his unsupervised pals 
would have been quietly sitting down with 
their belts on if they had them would they? 
We are in the real world out here. 

Ask yourselves, if any teacher would 
take charge of a class of over 70 badly 
behaved children entirely on their own, 
oh... and then drive them through town 
traffic in a double-decker bus at the same 
time. Exactly. 

Seatbelts are desirable as is anything that 
marginally improves safety, but supervision 
is the big priority. 


Peter Brown, 
Bournemouth 


influence the referendum on the congestion 
charge. Tell people where buses run? Oh 
no, can't do that, they might actually use the 
buses then! 

Perhaps the council should also remove all 
road signs, so as not to influence car drivers. 


Richard Delahoy, SiGNAL Training & 
Consultancy Services, Southend on Sea 


Sponsorship required 


| AM SEEKING sponsorship to help cover the 
project costs of a mercy mission to Sri Lanka in 
May. My employer, Yellow Buses of 
Bournemouth, has already generously 
sponsored my airfare. 

| will be joining a 40-strong group of nurses, 
engineers, builders, plumbers and carers to 
assist the massive rebuilding programme now 
underway in Galle, which was devastated by 
the Boxing Day Tsunami. 

The projects the party will be working on 
include re-building some of the 140 schools 
destroyed by the tsunami, looking after 
orphaned children, and establishing a primary 
health care clinic to the meet basic medical 
needs of those who have lost their entire 
community infrastructure. 

The enormity of this disaster really touched 
my family and making a simple donation was 
not enough for me, | needed to embrace the 
problem fully and endeavour to use my skills, 
where possible, to support any suitable projects 
| can work with. 

The trip is being organised by The Different 
Travel Company, which has been created to 
encourage working holidays delivering relief to 
the areas hit by the tsunami, and will be taking 
a series of working parties to Thailand and Sri 
Lanka this year. 

For further details please contact me at: Gary 
Corrie, 14 Laidlaw Close, Talbot Village, Poole, 
Dorset BH12 5EW or tel: 01202 250284 - 
mobile: 07718628695. Please visit 
www. different-travel.com 


Gary Corrie, 

Service Delivery Director, 
Yellow Buses, 
Bournemouth 


I agree — retraining 
will take its toll 


HOW right Norman Dawes is in his prediction 
that the proposed European Retraining 
Directive will kill-off the supply of new drivers 
to the industry, and cause older established 
drivers to call it a day (routeONE, Letters, 10 
February). 

Already semi-retired myself, | am one of 
thousands of part-time, older drivers who turn 
out for four hours a day just to do school runs, 
the whole school bus system depends on part- 
time, semi-retired drivers who keep their 
licence up. 

For us, after the age of 65, it costs around 
£100 per year in medical fees and licence fee 
to renew our PCV driving licence annually. 
Most drivers have to fork out from their own 
pocket for this, but add on another £200 per 
annum training fees, and, as Norman says, most 
of us will call it a day. 


John Wakefield, 
Great Shelford, 
Cambridge 


and finally... competition time 


Let’s get quizzical again 


How well do you know the coach and bus industry? You have four 
days to return this light-hearted look at things you should know and 
if you get all six questions right you’re in with a chance of winning 

our prize Original Omnibus Company 1:76 model Plaxton Excalibur 
Volvo B10M in the Oxford Bus Company’s ‘the airline’ livery. 


THE GO-AHEAD Group subsidiary Oxford 
Bus Company re-launched its express 
coach services to the two London Airports 
of Heathrow and Gatwick in the Spring of 
2002. 

A new brand name ‘the airline’ together 
with a new Ray Stenning of Best 
Impressions livery was introduced for the 
seven-days-a-week service that runs every 
30 minutes. 

The Plaxton Excalibur Volvo B10M with 
registration Y26 OXF was one of the first 
coaches to be refreshed in the new livery 
complete with the Day & Night logo and a 
rear-end mural that is different on each vehicle — the Buttes of Utah and Arizona 
in the case of Y26 OXF. It is one of a fleet of 15 coaches used on these services 
and it was delivered to the Oxford Bus Company in March 2001. 

In a further re-vamp Best Impressions carried out a complete rebrand of the Oxford-London 
service during winter 2003-4, including interior furnishing and exterior in ‘oxford espress’ livery. 

An innovative new partnership between Oxford Bus Company, Oxford Playhouse, and Arts & 
Business has witnessed ‘oxford espress’ being used to promote London Links, a cultural link 
between London and Oxford theatres. 

Ray Stenning established Best Impressions over 20 years ago to provide design and marketing 
services to the transport industry. Model-maker Corgi has developed a strong relationship with 
Ray over the years since first launching its Original Omnibus Collection range and has so far 
produced almost 20 vehicles in his liveries. 


Complete the form below and post it to: The Editor, Oxford competition, routeONE, Expo 
Publishing, Suite 4, Century House, Towermead Business Park, Fletton, Peterborough PE2 9DY, 
or fax to 0870 241 8891. 


NAM ses sicscevener scree eR eMeemen ta caleewcaseaes POSILIONS ....:0:2 sausls sais lace te Reamer etc ee here 
VP COMPANY: .....-ceceecseeeeeseesnnsessneeeeteeeteeteeteeneseeeneenennessssssersssssesesessseseessesessseesesseesess ' 
PACreSS: .....0..:.n:ssenstaiiieapensnsssenesassteensnensensnscne saaauc ihehalins 04h fete eelae Maman BORE ens | 
b sattiesadsncbavasichestdhisso to ME Mad OMY oasis nds dMseastetecas ce Ermiaili .ijvcucscccetiet eee ee eRe eee enaan eneees f 
Bi PONG? wees eosacecus dans eeimeeren aaedeaetoscangends FAX: seas coe see eee ERC ees acens onamare ! 


Your answers (write A, B, C, or D): 


i) 

t 

t 
1 ' 
1 ' 
ED iodeecsoeem 2 canoe an 
BAe emigre’ D) sasaeenctnaense IO Sasccansnteen ' 
1 1 
' ' 
! The first six all-correct answers to be pulled out of the Editor's hat will receive a limited edition | 
! 1.76 scale model of an Oxford Bus Company Excalibur-bodied B10M from Corgi’s Original 
ql 1: Omnibus collection. The closing date is 28 February 2005. t 


routeONE 24 February 2005 17 


routeONE 


Your weekly report by the industry’s leading legal journalist, Mike Jewell, who covers all the 


Rai gets new licence with father back in 


Jarnail 


Sohan Singh regretted having 


passed his business on to his sons. He now 
has a new licence, but will be required to 
keep control of the business himself 


NEW company 
formed to enable a 
father to regain 


control of a family business 
which he had passed on to 
his sons, with disastrous 
effect, has succeeded in 
obtaining a licence. 

Last September, West 
Midland Deputy Traffic 
Commissioner Roger Seymour 
revoked the licence held by Rai 
Transport (Midlands) Ltd, but 
delayed the implementation of 
his decision for three months 
to enable the company to be 
restructured and for a fresh 
licence to be sought. However, 
the Deputy Commissioner 
disqualified sole director of the 
Handsworth, — Birmingham- 
based company, Amardip Singh 
Rai, from holding or obtaining a 
PSV O-licence for two years 
with immediate effect. He also 
found that Transport Manager 
Daljit Singh Rai no longer met 
the requirement to be of good 
repute. 

The company had been 
called before the Deputy 
Commissioner because of 
concerns over maintenance, 
finance, the operation of local 
services and employment of 
an unqualified illegal 
immigrant as a driver. There 
were problems with Rai 
Transport’s registered local 
services in September. The 
Deputy Commissioner was 


told at that time that Daljit 
Singh Rai had acted as 
Transport Manager without 
holding a CPC and had taken 
drivers out on test drives 
when he did not hold a PCV 
licence. In addition, the office 
manager had employed a 
driver who was an. illegal 
immigrant with a false driving 
licence. 

Travel Ride Corporation 
Ltd, of the same address, had 
applied for a new international 
licence for 15 vehicles before 
the Deputy Traffic 
Commissioner at a 
Birmingham Public Inquiry. 

For the company, Paul 
Carless said that the 
company’s sole director, 
Jarnail Sohan Singh, whose 
sons who had been running 
Rai Transport, now wished to 
take back control of the family 
business. 

The Deputy Commissioner 
said he understood there was 
recognition by the father on 
the last occasion that things 
had gone wrong in relation to 
the sons. Though there had 
been minor concerns about 
vehicle maintenance, he had 
not been concerned about 
safety. He had therefore 
concluded that the situation 
should be set up afresh and 
that it would not be 
appropriate for the then 
current management to be 
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involved in the new company. 

His concern was that the 
operating centre was the 
same as Rai Transport’s and 
that maintenance was to be 
carried out by that company. 
Daljit Singh Rai had signed the 
maintenance agreement as a 
director of Rai Transport. 
According to Companies 
House he was not a director 
of that company. 

He was very concerned 
that the CPC holder, Stephen 
Digman, was not there to give 
evidence as to the extent that 
he was replacing the old 
management. Mr Carless said 
that Mr Digman was on a 
course, and the Deputy 
Commissioner commented 
that he was a key player in 
view of the history and he was 
astonished that he was not 
there. He had stated that he 
was only employed for 30 
hours a week, and Mr 
Seymour needed to know 
how Mr Digman saw his role 
and his management function. 

Mr Carless said that Daljit 
Singh Rai had inflated his 
status. He worked in the 
workshop and would not be 
the person who was dealt 
with in relation to vehicle 
maintenance. Rai Transport 
was owned by Jarnail Sohan 
Singh and his wife. Since the 
last Public Inquiry Jarnail 
Sohan Singh had taken control 
of the operation, which was 
continuing as the stay of the 
revocation had been granted 
pending an appeal. He had 
been appalled by the events of 
last September and _ his 


reputation had been very 
badly damaged. He accepted 
that what had occurred had 
been his fault and that he 
should have known the nature 
of the problems. 

Jarnail Sohan Singh said he 
had bought a coach and 
obtained a PSV O-licence in 
the name of Rai Transport in 
1997. His children took over 
that side of the business in 
2000 when they expanded 
into contract work with small 
minibuses and van hire. In 
reply to the Deputy 
Commissioner, he said his 
wife was the sole shareholder 
in the two companies and his 
daughter was now the sole 
director of Rai Transport. His 
daughter and wife were 
currently running the coaches, 
the registered services and 
the private hire. The previous 
sole director, Amardip Singh, 
was now engaged on the van 
and minibus hire _ side. 
Amardip resigned as a 
director of Rai Transport in 
September 2004. The main 
man in the garage was the 
Garage Manager, Nick Killev. 

The Deputy Commissioner 
said that what concerned him 
on the last occasion, and what 
still concerned him, was that a 
number of people had been 
appointed directors at various 
times who clearly did not 
understand the responsibility 
of being a company director 
and those appointments had 
been quite disastrous. 

Seriously wrong decisions 
had been made in the past 
over the appointment of 


PROVIDING POSITIVE SOLUTIONS TO ACCIDENT DAMAGE 
WHAT WE OFFER: 


Discount subject to agreements. 
Guaranteed start and completion dates. 


Warranty on repairs (12 months) 


directors, who had gone on to 
make bad decisions. 

Jarnail Sohan Singh said that 
for the future all the 
responsibility would be his, 
including ensuring that the 
vehicles were maintained at 
the right intervals. The CPC 
holder was a former senior 
vehicle examiner and they had 
also engaged an in-house bus 
monitor. 

After the application for 
employment form now in use 
was produced, the Deputy 
Commissioner said that he felt 
that it was particularly 
important in these days of 
driver shortage for all bus 
companies to include a 
question about nationality on 
their employment forms as 
many drivers now came in 
from abroad and it was 
necessary to ensure they 
were properly qualified. 

He pointed out that Mr 
Digman’s form was not fully 
completed, with questions 
about his previous 
employment being marked 
‘not applicable.’ Mr Carless 
said it had not been felt 
necessary to complete those 
sections as Mr Digman was so 
well known in the area, but 
the Deputy Commiss-ioner 
begged to differ. 

Mr Carless said that Jarnail 
Sohan Singh had had a very 
good record as an operator. 
He had had proper systems in 
place and then he made the 
mistake of handing over the 
business to his sons. 

He was not just 
disappointed, but shocked and 
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deeply ashamed about what 
had happened. He 
desperately wished to have 
the opportunity to put things 
right. 

Granting the licence, the 
Deputy Commissioner said it 
was subject to undertakings 
that a fully completed 
employment form for Mr 
Digman would be submitted 
and that the forms would in 
future contain a question 
about nationality. 

He warned that he would 
be asking the Vehicle 
Inspectorate to carry out a 
full fleet check and to 
examine the company 
structure in six months’ time 
to ensure that there had been 
no material change in control. 
He would also be asking for 
further monitoring of the 
local services being operated 
in the next six to nine months. 

“It’s now down to you,” he 
told Jarnail Sohan Singh. “You 
have to keep control.” 


court report 


Airport crash operator wins appeal 


whose minibus was involved 
in the accident on a journey 
to Manchester Airport in 
July 2003 in which seven 
people died has had the 
revocation of its PSV O- 
licence overturned by the 
Transport Tribunal, and a 
similar decision has been 
reached in relation to an 
associated operator. 

Britannia Hotels Ltd, of 
Hale, Altrincham, together 
with the associated Alexander 
Langsam, trading as Britannia 
Airport Hotel, had appealed 
against the revocation of their 
licences by the North Western 
Traffic Commissioner Beverley 
Bell. The Commissioner had 
refused to accept the 
surrender of the licences, 
holding that both the company 
and Mr Langsam had lost their 
repute through failing to attend 
the Public Inquiry. She also 
considered that Mr Langsam 
was not of appropriate financial 
standing (routeONE, Court 
Report, 5 February). 

For the company, Mark 
Laprell argued that the 
Commissioner had adopted 
the wrong approach. He said 
that she was satisfied about 
maintenance, but not in regard 
to the drivers’ hours rules. She 
then went on to consider 
whether adverse conclusions 
could and should be drawn 
from the directors’ non- 
attendance at the hearing, 
relying on the Tribunal’s 


| Britannia Hotels director has his repute 


Richardson, trading as DJ 
Travel Consultants. 

Mr Laprell maintained that 
the Tribunal’s decision in that 
case simply confirmed that 
non-attendance could justify a 
finding that the operator had 
failed to discharge the burden 
of proof that rested upon him. 
Non-attendance at a Public 
Inquiry could not by itself be 
the basis of a finding of loss of 
repute, he argued, but should 
simply be weighed in the 
balance. 

The Tribunal said that whilst 
they did not accept that failure 
to attend a Public Inquiry could 
never justify a finding of loss of 
repute on its own, they did 
accept the criticism of the 
Commissioner’s approach to 
the company’s failure to 
attend. 

This was not a bad case. In 
relation to the matters raised 
in the call-up letter, only one 
issue remained of concern, 
and there was no evidence 
that had the company wished 
to continue operating, the 
problem of drivers’ hours 
record keeping would not 
have been remedied. 

Upon the facts of this case, 
where some minor 
compliance issues had been 
identified and remedied, save 
for one, and against the 
background of the company’s 
full written submissions and 
the expressed wish to 
surrender its licence, it was not 


Does insurance 


proportionate to find that the 
company had lost its good 
repute by failing to attend the 
Public Inquiry. 

The Tribunal were satisfied 
that the company should be 
allowed to surrender its 
licence and be given notice 
that if and when it decided to 
apply for another licence the 
Commissioner might well wish 
to hold a Public Inquiry. 

For Mr Langsam, Mr Laprell 
argued that before an operator 
could be called to Public 
Inquiry there had to be some 
credible evidence of non- 
compliance and in this case 
there was no such evidence. 
He had been granted a licence 
in April 2003 and at that stage 
the Commissioner must have 
been satisfied about his 
financial standing. The only 
matter since had been the 
issue of a delayed prohibition 
notice on a recently-acquired 
vehicle which was not in 
service. The Commissioner 
suspected that Mr Langsam 
might have a management 
function in Britannia Hotels 
Ltd, but the evidence simply 
was not there, save for the 
accounts showing him as a 
shareholder with a financial 
interest. 

He conceded that Mr 
Langsam’s written response to 
the call-up letter expressed 
clear irritation, but that had to 
be set against the background 
of there being no criticism of 
his maintenance and drivers’ 
hours systems. 

Whilst bank statements had 
not been produced, the 


company accounts showed a 
£50 million balance sheet. Mr 
Langsam owned 50% of the 
shares, and even a 1% holding 
would be worth £18,000, 
more than enough for a 
restricted licence authorising 
two vehicles. 

There was no doubt that 
Mr Langsam’s response to the 
call-up letter was intemperate 
and that his irritation at having 
to discharge the burden of 
proof, even though he wished 
to surrender his licence, clearly 
coloured his attitude to 
providing evidence of financial 
standing. Nevertheless, the 
Commissioner’s approach was 
disproportionate. 

She made no finding about 
the way he operated his 
vehicles which might have 
caused her to conclude the 
finances were not as they 
should be. In __ those 
circumstances, and in the face 
of Mr Langsam wishing to 
surrender his licence, which 
made the issue hypothetical, 
the Commissioner went too 
far in finding that he was not of 
appropriate financial standing, 
particularly when evidence 
other than bank statements 
was available before her and 
that a relatively small amount 
of finance was required to be 
available. 

The Tribunal also 
considered it was not 
proportionate to make a 
finding of loss of repute, for the 
same reasons as in the 
company’s case, and that Mr 
Langsam should be allowed to 
surrender his licence. 


Gti, 


CPT Insurance & Risk Solutions 
Becket House - Vestry Road 
Otford - Sevenoaks - Kent TN14 SEL 


make you feel 
like this? 


CPTIRS - untying the insurance knots 


. ptirs.cor 
Tel: 01732 744700 Fax: 01732 744729 


1 Risk Solutions ts a trading style of Belmont International Limited. 


CPT Inst 
Belmont International Limited is a company registered in England & W co cl ffice is located at Becket House, Vestry Road, Otford, Kent, TNI4 SEL 
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DON'T PUSH ME AROUND! 


Moby Dick 
Single Brush 
Self propelled Brush 

Wash - cleans bus/ 
coach/truck in just 5 

minutes. 
500L on board water 

tank - cleans 4-6 

vehicles between 

refills. 


www.carwashsystems.co.uk 
JGE Car Wash Limited, 
Kettering. 
Tel: 01536 411919 


KISMET MOBILE 
COLUMN LIFTS 


22 Tonne capacity, 
self-lubricating, self-levelling 
£7,495.00 plus VAT 
or £42.00 per week S.T.S. 


0151 609 1007 
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ose agenda is it anyway? 


Why is it that immigration is currently top of the political agenda, and 
seemingly the fulcrum of the election campaign, when other aspects 


that affect everyone’s everyday life — such as transport — are not? It’s all 
about votes and voter interest, reckons our Westminster mole 


ELCOME to your latest 

dose of election fever. 

This week’s question is: 
“Who is it that really sets the 
election agenda?” Is it us, the 
humble voters, or do the 
politicians decide which issues 
they wish to focus the attention 
upon, thus dictating to us what 
becomes important in our 
everyday lives? 

We are prompted to ask this 
following the increasing attention that 
each party is giving to immigration 
policy. Is it that there is really a 
problem that needs addressing or is it 
that there are votes to be won (or 
lost to the other side) that has made 
Messrs Blair and Howard try to 
match each other announcement for 
announcement over recent weeks? 
(And all this after Tony had said, in 
one of his most sincere voices, that 
he would never play the race card). 

Let us look at the facts. Does 
immigration really affect us in our 
day-to-day lives? In a positive way 
there is no doubt that it does. Our 
health service could not survive 


es 


pa 


without staff from overseas. We 
would also struggle greatly to recruit 
sufficient bus drivers! The variety of 
food is better — how many Anglo 
Saxons do you know who run Italian, 
Indian, Chinese, Thai etc. restaurants. 
We could go on. 

No doubt there are negative 
effects as well but how many of them 
affect us each day? The honest 
answer is probably, very few. After 
all, the UK only takes in around 2% 
of the World’s refugees. But the fact 
of the matter is that immigration is 
the issue that the parties are 
concentrating upon at the moment. 

Contrast this with transport. A 
subject that affects nearly everyone, 
everyday of their lives. Whether they 
use transport, have no access to 
transport or just breathe the air on 
the street, transport policy has a 


direct effect on us all. More than that, 


we all have an opinion on it. 

Go to any pub or dinner party and 
mention that you have a vague 
involvement in transport (not 
recommended, even as a journalist), 
and a litany of complaints and 


ee 


The UK’s culinary diversity is a reflection of its ethnic and cultural diversity and is a positive effect of immigration 


solutions will follow. Surely it must 
follow than that if you get transport 
right then votes will follow. But no — 
the truth of the matter is, despite the 
admirable efforts of Professor Begg 
and others, transport is just not an 
electoral, or indeed a very sexy, 
political issue. 

But before we get all indignant and 
complain that the industry is not 
shouting its case from the rooftops, 
let routeONE sound a note of caution. 
It is sad but true that, for the most 
part, keeping politicians out of your 
business is best for all concerned. 
When was the last time that a 
politician actually did something to 
help the coach industry? Getting 
them to concentrate their efforts 
elsewhere is usually the wisest course 
of action. Remember, effective 
lobbying is all too often not about 
what you get done, it’s about what 
you stop being done before the 
policy proposal sees the light of day. 

In summary then, immigration 
policy has a negligible effect on most 
of our daily lives while transport 
policy is an issue that affects all of us. 


However, immigration is the issue 
that the politicians think is important 
—at least as far as vote winning is 
concerned. Why is this? What do 
readers think? And finally, is the 
current campaigning performance of 
the parties in general making you 
more or less interested in voting for 
them? 

We could all be forgiven if the 
latter was the case. Surely negative 
campaigning results in negative 
interest. And there is no doubt that 
negative campaigning (immigration 
issues aside) is what we have at 
present. 

The Tories and the Lib Dems do 
have an excuse as their role at the 
moment is indeed to oppose. But 
what is Labour’s excuse? They 
seemed to have moved from blaming 
the Tory administration for all the 
country’s ills to “wouldn't it be awful 
if you voted them in again.” What 
about shouting about your own 
achievements? Surely Michael 
Howard can’t have rattled Tony Blair 
that much? Evidence however would 
suggest otherwise. 
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Thé seat of 


excellence. 


Through advanced design and technolo- 
gy, innovation and dedication, Cogent is 


today the leading name in minibus, coach 
and passenger seating. 


cogent 


Cogent Passenger Seating Limited 

Prydwen Road, Swansea West Industrial Park 

Swansea SA5 4HN 

Telephone: 01792 585444 Fax: 01792 588191 

email: seats@cogent.demon.co.uk www.cogent.demon.co. uk. 


Pre-owned Selection 


2000 (W) SCANIA L94 - IRIZAR CENTURY 
£115,000.00 


One owner from new, these well 
maintained coaches offer a massive 
saving on the new price 
49 Recliners; Centre W/C; Centre cont’ 
door; Hot & cold drinks; A/C 


35 Recliners, Crew, A/C 


49 Recliners, Centre cont’ door, Centre W/C 

46-49-53 Recliners, Rear cont’ door, Rear W/C, AC, Servery 
46 Recliners, Rear W/C, Servery 

50 Recliners, Crew, Telma, Webasto 


48 Recliners, Rear cont’ door, Rear W/C, Crew, Telma, A/C, Webasto 


Coach Sales Centre, Crossroads, Anston, Sheffield, S25 4€S 
Tel: OIS09 SSIN66 Fax: OISOS 567994 wwu.plaxtonlimited.co.uk 
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routeONE Enviro200 


Move down the 


bus please... 
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> LTHOUGH gaining 
inspiration from its close 


cousin, the Dart, the 
Enviro200 is bristling with 
innovation. 

It retains the 150 PS (1 1OkW) 
four-cylinder Cummins ISBe engine, 
but the ultra-compact Voith DV500 
three-speed gearbox is given its first 
UK application. And, in another first 
for a UK bus, the drop-centre drive 
axle is fitted with the so-called 
‘super-single’ tyres, giving a superior 
gangway width between the rear 
wheels. And there’s the prospect of 
a version with diesel-electric hybrid 
drive — the Enviro200H. 

One major aim was to maximise 
the low-floor area between the 
axles by reducing the rear overhang 
as much as possible, so a compact 
driveline was a must. Clever 
packaging of the major units in the 
rear offside corner of the chassis is 
the secret behind the Enviro200's 
ability to provide a low-floor 
throughout the full length of the 
vehicle together with a full-width 
door at the rear. 

At the front, low-profile 19.5 inch 
wheels and tyres and a compact 
suspension system based on the 
Dart are used, retaining the wide 
walkway between the entrance and 
the main aisle, whereas the use of 
22.5 inch wheels and ‘super single’ 
low-profile rear tyres provides a 
class-beating one-metre wide 
gangway over the rear axle. 

The Enviro200 also has an 
innovative solution to reducing 
intrusion into the passenger saloon, 
while at the same time having a 
positive effect on street-level 
pollution. A roof-mounted ‘Enviro 
pack’ disperses exhaust emissions, 
noise, and cooling system heat at 
roof level. 

The Enviro200 was the third all- 
new bus from the ill-fated TransBus 


stable. Its launch heralded a new 
beginning for midibus travel in urban 
environments, and its two-door 
configuration pointed directly to 
London as its target market. 

However, fate intervened. Within 
months of its public debut at the 
2003 Coach & Bus Show TransBus 
parent, Mayflower collapsed, 
pushing TransBus (and the 
Enviro200) to the brink of oblivion. 
It wasn’t until May 2004 that a 
Scottish consortium established 
Alexander Dennis Ltd (ADL), taking 
over the Guildford plant where the 
Enviro200 underframe was to be 
assembled plus the Falkirk plant 
destined for Enviro200 body 
production - though the prototypes, 
including the vehicle used for this 
Test Drive, were built at the now- 
closed Wigan plant. 

The new management had 
pressing priorities as they charted a 
course that could turn ADL into 
profit. Therefore, it was several 
months before they could 
confidently announce their new 
product plans, pinning their faith in 
two market segments - i.e. double 
deckers and midibuses. As such 
there is an obvious place for the 
Enviro200 with production expected 
later this year. 

Meanwhile the prototype was 
dusted-off in preparation for a round 
of in-service demonstration work 
with London operators. 


The Enviro200 weighs in at 7,850kg 
thanks to the integration of chassis 
and lightweight Alexander body 
structure built from a framework of 
extruded aluminium clad in 
aluminium and fibreglass panels. Ease 
of routine maintenance and repair is 
also built-in. Surprisingly good access 


Two-door configuration points to London as the target market 


to the drive-train and electrical 
system, easily changed and long- 
lasting disc brake pads, and 
multiplexed electrical system with 
built-in diagnostics are all designed 
to reduce downtime. Even cleaning 
time is reduced thanks to a careful 
choice of interior materials and 
unobstructed access to the floor 
provided by the option of 
cantilevered seats. Glazing is bonded 
with a gasket option with plain or 
tinted glass. 

Whereas the Dart chassis features 
a compromise low-floor 
arrangement with steps over the 
drive axle and an uncomplicated 
Cummins/Allison driveline, the 
Enviro200 majors on improved 
packaging in a compact arrangement 
in the rear offside corner of the 
vehicle with the cooling pack on the 
roof. The result is a fully low-floor 
layout enhanced by a wide rear 


gangway, leading to a large rear 
platform and exit doors. 

Thus the Enviro200 is a two-door 
midibus that is either 10.5 or | I.1- 
metres long and 2.4-metres wide, 
and in a unique arrangement it 
provides access from the front for 
loading, and from the back for 
unloading. Its success, or otherwise, 
is dependent on this so far untried 
arrangement, hence the importance 
of the demonstration programme 
put in place by ADL. 


Passenger impressions 


The design brief was to provide 
operators with reduced operating 
costs thanks to a greater passenger 
capacity. Over 25% more 
passengers (up to 70 people) can be 
carried compared with a similar 
sized Dart. 


inside story... 


Clever packaging of the major units is the secret behind its ability 
to provide a low-floor throughout the full length of the vehicle 
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In a unique arrangement the 
Alexander Dennis Enviro200 
provides access from the front 
for passenger loading... 


«and from the back for 
unloading. Its success, or 
otherwise, is to be tested 
during in-service trials 


Close - up 


It retains the 150 PS (IIOkW) four- 
cylinder Cummins ISBe engine, 
but it’s a first for the ultra- 
compact Voith DV500 gearbox 


BRENVIRO 200 meee | 

A roof-mounted ‘Enviro pack’ 
disperses exhaust emissions, 
noise, and cooling system heat 
at roof level 


The overhead panel 
incorporates panels to control 
destination, heater, and radio. 
LOOK CCTV is a retrofit 


Enviro200 


. a 7 
The use of 22.5 inch wheels and 
‘super single’ low-profile rear 
tyres provides a class-beating 
one-metre wide gangway 


The no-step flat floor is accessed 
through a fast-acting glider door 
supplemented by the vehicle’s ability 
to kneel on both front and rear 
axles, taking the entrance step from 
320mm to 240mm. 

Plug doors are fitted at the rear to 
maximise space on the platform and 
easier passenger alighting. For 
wheelchair users there’s yet another 
first - a powered wheelchair arm 
controlled from the driver’s cab. 
Designed to eliminate the need for a 


A plug door is 
fitted at the rear 
to maximise 
space on the 
platform and 
easier passenger 
alighting 


stanchion that encroaches into the 
gangway while making the 
wheelchair user more secure, it 
simply drops gently from vertical to 
horizontal position at the touch of a 
button. 

Convector skirting heaters are 
fitted on both sides of the body in 
the forward saloon area and on one 
side in the rear. A separate heavy- 
duty heater provides cab heating, 
windscreen demisting, and additional 
heat in the entrance area. 

A full flat floor eliminates the need 
for a high ceiling, so the overall 
height is dictated more by the 
opportunity to house the optional 
full or partial air-conditioning. 
Consequently the Enviro200 has a 
novel internal arrangement with a 
lowered centre panel that also 


contains concealed full-length lighting 
designed to reflect off the cove 
panels. The overall effect combines 
with the use of easy-clean plastics 
and concealed fastenings to create a 
very attractive interior that lifts the 
Enviro200 into a different age from 
ADL's now long-in-the-tooth Pointer 
body. 

Our test drive simulated local bus 
service work over a two-hour circuit 
starting and finishing at London 
United’s Fulwell Garage. It was a 
typical mix of Greater London roads 
and throughout the vehicle rode 
extremely well with no evidence of 
the characteristic Dart-like rocking 
motion. 

Noise levels average around 
73dB(A), which is the norm for a 
service bus, though ADL Sales 
Manager Andy Boulting says ADL 
plans to use improved noise 
insulation to “filter out the more 
annoying frequencies.” 

Downsides from a passenger 
perspective are the slight rise in the 
floor over the rear axle and the 


There is a obvi o 

j tous pla 
the Enviro200 in the ag oF 
Strategy with Production 
expected later this year 


sharp engagement of first gear when 


the neutral at bus stop device is de- 
activated by the first touch of the 
accelerator. 


Driver impressions 


The Enviro200 inevitably attracted 
attention from the London United 
driving staff when it was parked on 
the Fulwell forecourt awaiting the 
start of this test drive. 

As though under the spell of the 
company rule book they 
automatically did a walk-round 
check and one-by-one they came 
across the rear doors and shook 
their heads. They observed the fact 
that, when open, the plug doors 
protruded from the rear of the bus 
by some 500mm, and wondered 
about the safety issues raised. 
Despite a black and yellow warning 
strip and a pair of bright red 
lights, there’s a fear 


that, when Es E 


open, 
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pedestrians will unwittingly walk into 
the new door, or other buses will hit it. 

Meanwhile the rear-hinged cab 
door opens up a brave new world 
for drivers of this size of vehicle. 
Deep side corner windows bring in 
light and the impression of 
spaciousness is enhanced by the 
column-mounted asymmetric drivers 
control binnacle, which incorporates 
electrical switches, speedometer, 
warning lights, and driver 
information display. Adjustment of 
the column and attached binnacle is 
by means of a floor-mounted foot 
switch, though the full benefit of the 
height and reach variation was 
restricted by the location of the 
Wayfarer, which was hard up against 
the optional front assault screen. 

A range of drivers seats are 
offered... the test vehicle had a very 
adequate KAB seat. 

Cab air conditioning was a 
welcome addition to the separate 

cab heating system 
controlled 


from the >> 


>> overhead panel that also 


incorporates destination panel and 
radio. 


There’s a lot to 
recommend the 
driving 
experience, but 
don’t expect 
sparkling 
performance 


A LOOK CCTV system 
supplements the excellent interior 
mirror, providing a recording system 
that will be used by ADL to assess 
passenger flows. However, the 
driver's view of the rear platform 
was not good, supporting those 
driver’s who considered it a 
potential problem. 

Nevertheless, this bus is a delight 
to drive. Flick the master switch, 
wait five seconds for the system to 
self-check, turn the start switch on 
and watch the information display 
run through its ritual, then turn the 
switch against the spring and the 
four-cylinder Cummins bursts into 
life. Press the footbrake before 
selecting ‘D’ for drive, release the 
handbrake, and off you go. Selection 
of ‘R’ for reverse gear requires the 
additional use of a yellow ‘R’ button 


FuJI_ RDP 


to release an interlock. 

All major controls fall immediately 
to hand with the gear-selector 
mounted to the right below the 
handbrake, which is on a panel 
below the side window. All the 
gauges and switchgear are clearly 
visible, though | take issue with the 
positioning of wheelchair ramp 
switch, which is among a host of 
other switches (including one for the 
arm that secures the wheelchair 
passenger) on the right of the 
binnacle, whereas the buttons for 
the doors and suspension kneel are 
adjacent to the handbrake. 

The process for deploying the 
ramp requires the driver to first put 
the handbrake on (right below side 
window). Then lower the ramp 
(move right hand to binnacle and 
keep finger pressed on rocker 
switch). Then move your hand back 
to panel below the side screen and 
Press rear-most button to lower the 
suspension. Now you are free to 
open the doors by pressing the 
appropriate red buttons that lie 
between handbrake and suspension 
controls. It’s a here-there-and- 
everywhere arrangement that has to 
be repeated in reverse order before 
you can move away from a bus stop. 
Why not align these switches and 
buttons in sequence? 

Otherwise the simplicity of the 
cab layout is matched by the ease of 
driving. Visibility is almost faultless 
and aided by good mirrors - 


Controversal: the rear plug door opens out and back, 
protruding by 500mm 


a _— 
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particularly 
the mirror that covers the interior. 

What’s more, the steering is 
pleasantly weighted and the 53 
degree steering lock very useful 
given the relatively long wheelbase and 
short 2.527 metre rear overhang. 

Powerful disc brakes are aided by a 
nicely disguised integral retarder to 
produce progressive and very 
reassuring stopping power. 


Performance 


There’s a lot to recommend the 
driving experience, but don't expect 
sparkling performance. 

This is a |3-tonne bus with an 
unladen weight of 7,850kg. It is geared 
to have a maximum speed of 77km/h 
(48mph), and acceleration is modest 
with a full 16 seconds required to 
achieve 30mph — good news for pass- 
engers!. The Voith box changes smoothly, 
though down-changes from third to 
second comes in too readily at around 
25mph, which is unwelcome in traffic. 


Enviro200 


FUJI RDP 


routeONE verdict 


The Enviro200 is a revolutionary new 
midibus capable of carrying up to 70 
passengers, though there’s a maximum 
of 27 seated and it costs £1 14,000. 

This is a good-looking bus that’s a 
pleasure to drive. It also rides well. 
The body design is very attractive and, 
along with the upgraded interior, this is 
a step-change from the Pointer Dart... 
as is the cab layout. However, with 
just 27 seats and that controversial 
rear door, its future hinges on the 
success of the London demonstration 
programme, so let the trial begin. 

Orders will flow if the layout works in 
practice. If it fails this on-the-road trial it 
will be a great shame, because there’s a 
lot of commendable innovation that risks 
being consigned to history. However, the 
wise men at Falkirk and Guildford are 
already adopting many of the Enviro200s 
virtues as the revised ADL range is 
rolled out. 


Facts & 


Figures 


On-the-road price £114,000 
Length 10.507 metres 
Height 3 metres 
Width 2.4 metres 
Wheelbase 5.515 metres 
Engine four-cylinder 
Euro 3 Cummins ISBe 
Power ISOPS (I10kW) @ 
2,100-2,500rpm 
Torque 550Nm (406 Ibf ft) 
@ 1,200-1,500rpm 
Gearbox three-speed Voith DV500 


automatic with integral 
retarder 


routeONE rating 


Engine 6/10 
Ride 7/0 
Style 8/10 
Value for money 6/10 


Performance 5/l0 


Handling 8/10 
Comfort 8/10 
Overall 7/10 


Don’t leave your eae oe | 
concn bus and Trader 18 
pivemeaamemee Trader Classified 30 
eeotake hk Trader ! 4/ 
expense out of £, 
Felling dh Trader ni 
vehicles under 
£6,000 — because 


with vied To advertise in 
_ the next issue of © 
call Martin» 
or Dan on 
0870 241 8745 


fax 0870 241 889I 


Ring 0870 241 8745 for your ‘PRICE-LESS’ 
passport to FREE classified advertising 
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To advertise your vehicles or services in | call the sales team 
on the number below or fax your details on 0870 241 8891 dice we Babel es 
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The deadline for Trader Exchange is Tuesday | March — 2.00pm 


“A 
& 
= 
7) 
iS 
7) 
2 
t 
o 
> 
G 
a 
tee 
| 
° 
> 
3) 
U 
& 
2. 
° 
~~ 
a) 
t 
i 
© 
t 
a 
° 
© 
° 
0) 
= 
by 
ae 


Exchange 
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1994 Bova 
Futura P/P 


Air con, full exec spec, 
49 seats, 14 MONTH 
MOT to April 2006 


£36,500 + VAT 


Call Steven 
0790 4322 765 


Yellow Rose Coaches 
Have the following two vehicles for sale: 


E440MOU - 1988 Volvo B10M (MkII) 
Duple 320, 57 seater 


SIL6473 — 1990 MAN 10-180 
Caetano Algarve | 
32 seater with WC & drinks boiler 


Both vehicles are still in traffic, are in good all- 

round condition and are being sold, reluctantly, 
due to the arrival of newer replacements. Full 
MoT's and service histories can be supplied. 
For prices and more details, ring Graeme on 


(01524) 735853 


or visit www.yellowrosecoaches.co.uk 


For Sale 


1985 Setra 215HR, 53 seats, 
s/b, p/p, Radio PA, tested Oct. 
2005, choice of 2, plain white 
1985 Scania K112 Jonckheere, 
55 seats, s/b,p/p, Radio PA, sold 
with new test 

1990 Daf MB2300 Caetano, s/b, 
49 seats, toilet, TV Video, Radio, 
PA, p/p, tested Oct 20085, all plain 
white 


Tel. 01797-344164 


Van Hool Alizee 91 H reg, 49/53 
reclining seats, centre toilet, cont door, 
double glazed, wired TV/ video, retrim 

March 04, white, MoT 01/06 
(very clean) 
£22,000 ono 
Tel: 020 8597 4820 
07798 648372 


57 seater Volvos 


2 x 1994 (M) Volvo B10M Plaxton 
Premieres, 57 reclining seats, recently 
retrimmed, manual aircraft locker doors. 
TV/Video, in white, owned from new 
£38,000 each, MoT to Sept 2005 & Jan 
2006 

1 x 1993 Volvo B10M Van Hool Alizee T8, 
manual, 57 reclining seats recently 
retrimmed, aircraft lockers, wired for 
TV/Video, Mark IV front bumper, in white 
owned from new £33,000, MoT to 
December 2005 

1x 1988 Volvo B9M Caetano Algarve, 
manual, 38 recliners, toilet, water boiler, 
TV/Video, pannier lockers, in white £17,000 
MoT to Feb. 2006 

Tel. Darren or John 01524 720033 


(Lancashire) 
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MERSEYPRIDE TRAVEL 
Tel: 0151 448 1883 


Sale due to fleet renewal 


B Reg Dennis Dominator, 
Northern Counties, auto, tested to 
9/9/05, taxed to 31/8/05 £5,500 
F Reg Leyland Lynx, Cummings 
L10ZF Auto, tested to 11/6/05, 
tacho, taxed to 31/5/05 £5,000 
S Reg Bristol VRT, recent recon. 
Gardner - out of test, would suit 
preservationist £2,500 
1984 Leyland Tiger Plaxton 
49 seats with WC, very tidy - 
needs MoT £1,000 
1984 Leyland Tiger Duple 
Caribbean, 51 seats - 
needs MoT £1,000 


Setra Double 
Decker $228 DT 
(1984) 

74 seats, W/C etc, new 
MoT, all white 
£16,000 ono + VAT 


Telephone 


01285 810000 


LDV 17 seater Convoy’s factory minicoaches, 
all high roof with COIF 
52 Plate LDV High Roof Convoy 
Minibus, 12 months MoT, 4 months tax, 


34,000 miles £8,500 


03 plate with 10 months MoT, luggage 
racks/cage, CD player, central locking, 4,000 
miles, still under warranty £11,000 


02 plate with 12 months MoT, 18,000 miles 
£8,500 


02 plate with 9 months MoT, taxed, 33,000 
miles £7,995 


02 plate with class 5 MoT, taxed until 
September 2005, 34,000 miles £7,500 


02 plate with 9 months MoT, 35,000 miles 
£7,995 


All above in good condition and all plus VAT. 


Tel: Pete on 01908 640666 


1982 Volvo B10M Plaxton 
Supreme, 57 retgmmed seats 
with retract, its, MoT 
October 2085. Good condition 
£POA 
1987 Bedford YMP Plaxton 
Paramount, 35 str, MoT June 
2005, excellent condition, 
£POA 
1998 R reg LDV Convoy, 16str, 
high roof Mi i bach, 3 point 
belts, make power door, 12 
months MoT, £ POA 
Tel. 01994-240274 West Wales 


Peter Carol Coaches have the following vehicles for sale 


1998 Neoplan Cityliner, 32/48 seats manual gearbox, Mercedes engine, air 
conditioned, toilet, kitchen, 3x TV's, VHS Video, CD, reversing camera, alloy wheels, fully 
carpeted, this vehicle is in excellent condition, with low mileage £85,000 ono 


2002 Noge Catalan 350, ZF auto gearbox, MAN engine, 49 seats, air conditioning, 
VHS Video, DVD player, 2x TV's, toilet, servery fully carpeted, reversing camera, 
new condition, very low mileage £115,000 ono 


The above vehicles have been owned by Peter Carol from new and have 
been maintained to a high standard, regardless of cost. 


Tel. 01275 839839 


For Sale due to fleet replacement 
1994 L reg Bova Futura FHD 
53 seater + e eage £46,000 ono 
1994 PP EOS 90 
ec., low mileage £48,000 ono 
ford YNT Duple Lazer II 
ft £5,500 ono 
1984 Setra $228 DT. 


nd3 


earside wheelcha' 


rebuild !0,000 
£25,000 ono 
1996 P LDV Convoy 2.5 TDI. 
G 3 point belts, lo 
s £4,350 ono 


1988 PP Optimo |, 
nmed seats, repanelled and 


hite £2,250 ono 


All vehicles in very good condition 
Tel. 0116 287 4037 (Leic) or 07801 752101 


Sale due to Driver Shortage 
1995 EOS 90 51st Exec 


Air con, rear saloon WC, boiler, fridge, 
TV video, retarder, rear cont. door, 
courier seat £53,950 + VAT 


1994 EOS 90 49st Exec 

Air con, rear saloon WC, boiler, fridge, 
retarder, rear cont. door, 

courier seat £53,000 + VAT 


Or buy the two for 
£100,000 + VAT 


Phone Alan on 01761 434625 


1997 Mercedes Vario 814 Plaxton 
Beaver, 27 bus seats, MoT until 
December 2005 £17,500 ono 
1994 Bova Futura, 49 seats, new 
repaint in white, new style front, toi- 
let, fridge, wired for video, MoT until 
April 2005 £45,500 ono 
1989 SOLP CN Duple 320 57 
seats, MoT April 2005 £4,250 ono 
1990 Optare Delta DAF SB220, 49 
bus seats, MoT until March 2005 

£9,000 ono 
1988 Scania N112 Van Hool Auto 
Service Bus, 48 seats, MoT until April 
2005 £7,500 ono 

Tel. 01671-830284 


1996 Iveco 42-10, 16 seat PSV Minibus in 
white, auto, Coif, PSV Test 16/06/05, 3 
point belts, high back seats, 
£4,195.00 + VAT 
1993 Toyota Estima G, top of range, 6 
seats, dual air c/c, 2.2 TD auto MoT 
24/08/05, £3,995.00 + VAT 
1996 Coach built Iveco 59-12, Coif, 19 
high-back seats + 6 standing, auto new test 
from 24/02, £7,995.00 + VAT 
1998 Fiat Ducato Maxi LWB 2.5 D, wheel 
chair tracking & ramp, new test 
£3,995.00 + VAT 
Minibus Sales 
Tel. 07720 440843Fax 01529 455779 
Minibus_van@yahoo.co.uk 


Due to fleet re-organisation, the 
following vehicles are for sale: 
1997 SETRA $250 Exec 
48 reclinings, air-con + all usual 
Setra refinements 
£77,500 
1994. MAN/CAETANO 
35 seater luxury coach 
£26,500 
Both vehicles are in excellent 
condition, regularly maintained and 
with new CoiFs. P/ex considered 


Tek 01633 235707 or 07973 361251 
KINGFISHER TRAVEL (S Wales) 


1993 MAN 11190 


Caetano Algarve 


30-seater, MoT Nov 05. 
This vehicle is fitted with 
most extras and is 
maintained to a 
very high standard in 
showroom condition 


£35,000 
01407 730 204 


WHITELAWS 


COACHES 


2 x 2000 W reg Volvo 
B10MT Triaxle Van 
Hool Alizee T9 
Executive 49/53, centre 
demountable toilet, 
electronic G8 gearbox, air 
conditioned, royal comfort 
class seats, seatbelts, TV & 
video, radio/cassette/PA 
system, fridge, alloy 
wheels, excellent condi- 
tion, one owner from 
new, current MoT 
£POA 


1 x 1998 S reg Iveco 
Eurorider 290 Marshall 
Maxibus Service 
Vehicle, 

51 seats, 24 standees, ZF 
automatic 4 speed gear- 
box, excellent condition, 
one owner from new, cur- 
rent MoT. 


CONTACT WILLIAM WHITELAW 
WHITELAW COACHES 
LOCHPARK INDUSTRIAL ESTATE 
STONEHOUSE ML9 3LR 


01698 793506 
or 
01698 792800 


Exchange booking deadline Tuesday 2pm 


1989 Van Hool Alizee Daf 
SB 2300, 51 seats, centre 
sunken toilet, TV monitor, 
Sutrak AirCon, MoT March 
2006, £18,000 + VAT 
1990 Plaxton Paramount 
3500 Volvo B10M, 53 seats, 
complete set of double 
glazed windows replaced 
Feb. 2004, MoT June 2005, 


£19,500 + VAT 
1990 Plaxton Paramount 


3500 DAF SB 3000, 51 
seats, centre sunken toilet, 
Sutrak AirCon, MoT 
November 2005, 

£22,500 + VAT 
1992 Plaxton Paramount 
3200 DAF SB 2305, 55 
seats, Sutrak AirCon, MoT 
March 2006, £21,500 + VAT 
1993 Leyland DAF 400, 17 
seats factory conversion, 
MoT December 2005, 

£1,250 + VAT 

1995 Leyland DAF 400, 16 
seats, high roof front entry 
Holloway conversion, MoT 
August 2005, £2,900 + VAT 


Telephone 0208 
8082000/6446 


& 


1994 Scania R113 CRB 
Van Hool 
49 seat exec 
1996 Iveco Beulas 
49 seats, full spec, MoT 
June 05 
2000 Man 24,400 
Catalan 370 Exec Noge 
49 seats, full spec, 

12 months MoT 
2000 Volvo BR 7 
Plaxton Prima 
53 seats 


Contact Ann Soar 
01283 742585 


For full specifications please 
visit our website 
www.closeassetfinance.co.uk 


Clarkson Coachways 
1990 Volvo B10M 


Jonckheere Deauville 
Low driver, 51 reclining seats with 
courier, fitted with retractable seat- 
belts, rear sunken toilet, continental 

door. Genuine Volvo engine with 
only 79,000 miles, wired for video 
and monitor, good condition, 12 
months MoT. Regularly maintained 
regardless of cost 
Re advertised due to timewasters 


£21,000 ono + Vat 
Tel. 01229 828 022 
Mobile 07733 368 749 
(Cumbria) 


Exchange booking deadline Tuesday 2pm 


Mercedes Vito Traveliner : 9 seater 
now in choice of engine, lo: 

luggage space, factor 

tailgate 

wheelchai 

vat. pix we 

Mercedes Spr 


ate delivery all with 
chair — 2 weeks also vito with 3 wheelchairs. Immedia 
pix welcome 
Leyland Titan double deck : 83 ¢ 
tyres, tested april 2005 — value - v 
1988 Volvo Citybus double deck 
03.05.2005 very good ty a 
pix & finance 
pension, diptac poles, plus 

o or 29 & super boot or 25 & jumbo bx 
Cheetah Cheetah Cheetah plus used ones. p/x - terms welcome 
Dennis Dominators : 1985 75 seat voith auto & 
Northern Counties, these are very very good vehi 
+ gardner reliable engines £ 5500.00 ready to 
finance welcome 
Mercedes service : from 1990 to 2001 choice of bodies, 
manual or auto all in stock from £2000.00 + vat — 


1985 Setra 49/53 demountable toilet, Telma, fridge, forced « 
reduced now to £5500.00 with tyres. low mileage or 87 Setra 4: 
setra 35 seats, toilet, tv etc, pix - terms welcome 

1990 B10 plaxton 53 + 96 

B10 plaxton exec. 


® £80000,00 & 10.1 @ £86000.00 immediate delivery + 11.5 metre 
Also who has the best selection of double decks : {1 
Leyland Lions ~ Olympains ~ Scania ~ Alexander ~ Me 
Dominators ~ Route masters to coaches - Neoplan & Volv 
under one rool. pix - terms welcome 


Dart Plaxton 10.1 1997 with 32 to 35 seats for only £35000.00 ~ t 


lenty of seats with r 
nd exchanges now plus s 
Ww floor with racking for luggage 
ine auto/Telmal 
low miles also as above den 


Mercedes service buses what a chi 
sited, Reeve Burgess, M 
ice of 3 Alexander Vario 
98 & 99 Plaxton Vario only £ 21 


‘BLYTHSWOOD MOTORS 0141 221 3165 / 
0141 639 6107 (EVENINGS ) 


1998 MAN Noge Tri Axle, 49 seater full 
executive coach, seat back tables, DVD, 
twin monitors, resprayed all white, chrome 
wheels, clutch just replaced by MAN deal- 
er, just MoT’d, immaculate unmarked con- 
dition. £67,000.00 


Choice of Two 

1997 Scania Tri Axle, 49 seater full 

executive coach, DVD, twin monitors, 

MoT until June 2005, £62,000.00 

1996 Scania Tri Axle, 49 seater full exec- 

utive coach, DVD, twin monitors, one 

years MoT. £57,000.00 

Both the above vehicles are unmarked 
white body work and in immaculate 

condition. 


200/W Optare Nouvelle 2, 33 seater, 3 
point lap belts, forced air, reading lights, 
wheel trims, radio PA cassette micro- 
phone, drivers fan, telma retarders, blue 
moquette/blue curtains, carpet to floor, 
ours from new, luggage racks, boot and 
walnut dash. Immaculate unmarked con- 
dition inside and out. Used only on corpo- 
rate sites, MoT until May 2005, 132,000 
miles only, £47,000.00 


All the above vehicles are for sale due 
to delivery of new vehicles. All vehi- 
cles are taxed with full service history. 
For more details please call Telephone 
(01344) 412302 


EDINBURGH 
COACH LINES LTD 


has become the Scottish Agents 
for Leinster Vehicle Distributors 
of Urlingford, Ireland. 


We have the following new vehicles 
for sale. 


“sy te 
ha aad ai 
— me | 
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THE BRAND NEW 
LX29 on Mercedes 0814 chassis, as 
seen at the Bus & Coach show. This 
vehicle has 29 reclining seats, air 
conditioning, TV/DVD, radio/PA sys- 
tem and 3-point seat belts. Also fit- 
ted with retarder/brake exhauster. 
Priced at £87,500 


We also have the following used 
vehicles for sale; New Winter 
Sale Price 

1989 Setra S215HD (white), 49 
reclining seats, toilet, fridge, radio & 
PA system. Wired for video. MoT’d til 
Dec 2006 £22,500 ono 
1990 Setra S215HD, all details the 
same as above. MoT'd til Dec 2006 

£25,000 ono 
1997 Setra S250 (8 speed gearbox 
4/4) (P) plate with 48 reclining seats, 
fridge, toilet, tv/video, hot water dis- 
penser. Taxed and MoT'd. these 
vehicles are in immaculate condition 
and have been maintained to a very 
high standard. 
Choice of 3 £77,500 each 
1997 Setra S 250 Auto (R) plate 
with the same specifications as the 
vehicles above. Again there is a 
choice of 3 £82,000 each 
1998 Volvo B10M Caetano Enigma 
(white), 51 reclining seats with air- 
con, radio PA system, wired for video 
and MoT’d til March 2006 

£70,000 ono 
1998 Volvo B10M Caetano Enigma 
(Silver), 49 reclining seats, toilet, 
radio, pa system, tv/video, moTd till 
June 2005 £67,500 ono 
1996 Toyota Optimos (6 cylinder 
type)choice of 3 (2 silver, 1 white) 
with large boots. All have air-con & 
radio/PA systems with large boots. 
MoT'd til March & April 2006. 

£12,500 ono 
1997 Toyota Coaster (4 cylinder) 
18 seat with air con, radio & pa sys- 
tem & large boot. MoTtill feb 2005 
(will sell with new MoT)£12,500 ono 


All these vehicles have removable 
vinyls. all prices are + VAT & 
sale only 


Contact Peter on 
0131 554 5413 


We also have a vacancy for a fully 
qualified diesel mechanic at our 
Edinburgh base. Experience with 

Setra, Scania & Volvo engines 
preferred, but not essential as 
supervision will be given. 


1992 Volvo B10M Plaxton 
Paramount 3500 


53-seats, one owner since new, new M.0o.T. 
Inspection welcome 


40,000 Euro o.n.o. 
Contact: 
Burkes Coaches, Ireland 
Tel: 00 353 93 55416 


DREW WILSON 


BUS AND COACH SALES 
Tel/Fax: 01555 840848 - Mobile: 07764 200444 


1985 (B) Olympian/Northern Counties 73 seats mot Nov & Oct 

2005, orange moquette good condition white exterior auto 

g/box choice of 2 £4600 each 

1995 B10m Van Hool Alizee 46/49 seats, rear w/c / servery, 

white exterior, manual g/box good condition choice of 2 
£54000 each 

Unregistered (NEW) Plaxton Beaver 2 PLUS & Mercedes 814D 

Vario 33D/purpose seats 3 point belts racks boot manual 

G/box .....£POA 

1993 (K) Javerlin / Wadham stringer 70 H/B seats 3 point belts, 

Blue moquette, will respray in 1 colour of your choice £35000 

1988 (F) Mercedes 811 33 seats auto G/Box new MOT power 

door good condition ........£4500 

1998 Mercedes Sprinter, 16 H/B seats, seatbelts, manual gearbox, 

white exterior, £15,000 

2002 Mercedes 814 Vario Optare Nouvelle 2, 29 seats, 50,000 

miles, new MoT, large boot, v.g.c £65,000 

2002 (52) Mercedes Vario 814D Plaxton Cheetah 33 coach seats, 

MoT Sept 05, large boot, white, 50,000 miles, £62,000 

Mercedes 709, 27 seats, Alexander Bus, seatbelts, manual gear box, 

314,110km, 1995 (N), new MoT 04, £6,500 

1996 Volvo B10M Van Hool Alizee, 53 retrimmed seats, (49 plus 

w/o), new MoT, VGC, £60,000 

1990 Volvo B10 Paramount 3200, 57 seater, £24,950 

1990 Volvo B10 Van Hool Alizee, 51 seats, W/C, DVD, new retrim, 

MoT July 05, brown interior, white exterior, 400,000km, £26,000 

1990 Volvo B10 Plaxton Paramount 3500, 57 reclining seats, grey 

interior, white exterior, MoT Jan 06, radio/PA, 6 speed ZF manual 

400,000km, £24,000 

Volvo B10M Caetano, Year 1993, 53 seats, MoT expiry: 08.02.2005, 

£47,000 

Volvo B10M Plaxton Paramount 3500, Year 1988, 57 seats, MoT 

expiry; 09.05.2005, new stretch panels, £20,000 

Volvo B10M Plaxton 3500, Year 1987, 57 seats, MoT expiry 

28.12.2004, new stretch panels, £16,500 

Volvo B10M e T9, 1999, MoT's, 49/53 s 

toilet (fixed), suit rail, fridge, boiler, radio 

lap belts throughout, £95,000 

Volvo B10M Paramount 3500, 1988, MoT 01.03.2005, ZF, 65P, 57 

recliners, white, good condition for year, £18,000 

Volvo B10M Plaxton Premiere 350, Year 1995, 53 seats, Mot 

expiry: 09.03.2005, £55,000 

Volvo B10M Plaxton Premiere 350, Year 1997, 49/53 seats, MoT 

expiry: 24.03.2005 £75,000 

Volvo B10M Jonckheere, Year 1996, 49/53 seats, new MoT £65,000 

Volvo B10M Van Hool, Year 1994, 49/53 seats, MoT £55,000 

Volvo B10M Caetano Algarve, Year 1994, 49 seats, MoT expiry: 

26.07.2005, £50,000 


Many more vehicles available. Call for 
full listing. 


ts, Royal Class seats, 
le, P/A, wired for video, 


1992 Daf SB 2305 Plaxton 
3200 Low Driver, 55 reclining 
seats + courier, manual G/Box, 
tinted double glazed windows, 
radio cassette/PA system, very 
reliable, 12 months MoT 
£12,500 ovno 
1997 Mercedes Vario 814 
Plaxton Beaver Il, 27-seats with 
belts, manual, 12 months MoT, 
v.g.Cc. £13,500 ovno 


Tel: 01978 842 540 
Mob: 077392 066 23 


When 
responding 
to adverts, 

please 

mention 
that you 
saw it in 


route 


Direct to the heart of the coach and bus industry 
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Iveco Ford 49/10 
Auto Box, L Reg, 15 seats + 1 wheel 

chair, tinted windows, electric plug 
door, PLS chairlift, Jubilee Coach 
Conversion, 12 month MOT, fully 
serviced, excess to requirements 

£3,800.00 ono 

0121 476 1816 


AYATS GB 
LTD 


Specialist repair 
& service of 
Ayats Coaches 


2001 AYATS ATLAS 


MAN 350, 


ZF auto with retarder. 53 r/s 
with seat back tables & belts, 
centre power door, courier seat, 
full length drivers door, fresh 
water toilet compartment, bunk, 
240v, 2 x TV, DVD/video, hot 
water machine, 
fridge, air conditioning, New 
MOT, Excellent condition. 


Finance can be 
arranged, subject 
to status. 
Please call 


01487 843333 


30 24 February 2005 routeONE 


HIRE PURCHASE FD PALACE FINANCE LEASEPURCHASE 


LEASING 


& LEASING 


REFINANCE 


BUS & COACH FINANCE AND REFINANCE SPECIALISTS 


NEW START UPS 

NEW & USED VEHICLES 
PRIVATE PURCHASES 
MANAGEMENT BUY OUTS 
FINANCE UP TO 8 YEARS 


COMPETITIVE TERMS 
FREE QUOTATIONS 
CREDIT LINE FACILITIES 
FREE CONFIDENTIAL ADVICE SEASONAL PAYMENTS 
SAME DAY DECISIONS 


Q. DO YOU NEED TO RAISE CASH NOW? 


£5,000 TO £500,000 
LOW DEPOSIT DEALS 
VAT DEFERMENTS 


CCJ’S CONSIDERED 
A. REFINANCE 


RAISE WORKING CAPITAL TIED UP IN YOUR EXISTING FLEET TO CLEAR EXISTING 
FINANCE, BANK OVERDRAFTS AND ANY OTHER OUTSTANDING DEBTS 


TO BENEFIT FROM OVER 25 YEARS EXPERIENCE, CONTACT IAN FRAZER DIRECT 7 DAYS A WEEK 


TEL: 01952 730540 


IAN@palacefinance.fsnet.co.uk 


FAX: 01952 730541 


Evenings and Weekends 07740 53 54 00 


COACHES NOW AVAILABLE ON FINANCE 
FAST DECISIONS AND NO DEPOSIT REQUIRED!* 


2000 IVECO BEULAS EL MUNDO 51 SEAT EXEC + CLIMATE CONTROL 
1998 IVECO INDCAR 35 SEAT MIDI + AIR CON 
1997 IVECO BEULAS STERGO E 49 SEAT EXEC + AIR CON 
1997 VOLVO B10M JONCKHEERE MISTRAL 51 SEAT EXEC + AIR CON 
1994 NEOPLAN TRANSLINER 48 SEAT FULL EXEC + NEW ENGINE 
1993 SCANIA BERKHOF K113 CRB EXCELLENCE 50 SEAT EXEC 
1993 VOLVO B10M PLAXTON PREMIERE 49 SEAT EXEC 
1992 DAF BOVA FUTURA 49 SEAT EXEC 
1990 SCANIA K113 CRB BERKHOF EXCELLENCE 2000 49 SEAT EXEC 
1988 DAF BOVA FUTURA 49 SEAT + NEW CLUTCH 


CONTACT IAN NOW ON 07740 53 54 00 Including seo 8 & weekends 
www.palacefinance.fsnet.co.u 


“SUBJECT TO STATUS 


Selling a Bedford for under £6,000? Use our PRICE-LESS 
offer and advertise it here for FREE - call 0870 241 8745 


BEDFORD YRT 500 TURBO DUPLE 
DOMINANT MK2, 1975, 53 seatbelted seats, 11 metre, 
good engine with new clutch fitted, 13 months MoI, first to 
see will buy, Birmingham, West Midlands £1,600 +VAT 
0121 773 8389 or 0121 773 8380 


BEDFORD PLAXTON, 1987, 53 seater, very clean and 
fully serviced, ready to work £5,500 +VAT 01242 237636 


BEDFORD YMT PLAXTON SUPREME, 1979 53 
retrimmed belted seats, MoT until August 2005, all over 
rebuild 3 years ago, in white, 1 owner form new, Offer 
£2,000 +VAT 01778 420486 or 07958 163805 


BEDFORD YMPS PLAXTON PARAMOUNT 
TURBO, 1985, 35-seats, nice little contract coach, MoT to 
Nov 05 taxed to June 05 £2,500 ono +VAT 01962 732563 


BEDFORD YNT LAZER ONE, 1983, recon 500 turbo 
engine, 6-speed ZF gearbox, complete vehicle £650 ono 
+VAT 01501 771496 


BEDFORD YNV 500 TURBO CAETANO 
ALGARVE 1, 1986, air suspension, 53-seats, new clutch, 
new parts, toxed & tested £2,000 ono +VAT 01473 
833483 


Cc rereumatmnene ly 


1993 DAF SB3000 DKV 
VAN HOOL ALIZEE 
Manual gearbox with new clutch 
49 recliners + courier, centre sunken toilet, 
continental door, drinks machine, fridge, 
twin monitors, video, PA, mic, radio, CD, 
webasto, Finnrad heating system, dark 
tinted double glazed windows, curtains, 
headrests, footrests, aircraft lockers, 
carpets, ABS, Ferry lift & kneeler, alarm 
system. 1 previous owner driver, stunning 
condition, low mileage, all white, 12 months 
MoT. Owner driven and only used on our 
own tour programme, maintained to the 
highest standard. Lots of money has been 
spent on this vehicle and this is a very 
reluctant sale. Give us a call to find out 
more information 
£44,995 + VAT 
or sensible offers considered 
Royles Travel 


Tel: 0114 245 4519 


BRISTOL 198] W reg VR Gardner engine in red, MoT Feb. 
‘05, 74 seats £1,900 o.n.o. +VAT 07831 872928 or 
02476 220033 


1997( P) Dennis Javelin GX 
Plaxton Premier 350 
49 seats, Air Con, Toilet, D/Glazing, 
Crew Seat,12 Months MOT. 
£49,950 + vat. 


SOUTHDOWN PSV 
01342 715 222 


DENNIS DOMINATORS : 1985 75 seat voith auto & 
special kirksal axle, northern counties, these are very good 
vehicles - good paintwork + Gardner reliable engines 
£5,500 +VAT Blythswood Motors 0141 221 3165 or 0141 
639 6107 (Eves) 


LEYLAND ATLANTIAN OPEN TOP: very good condi- 
tion, ready to work, tested with a top cover, have been very 
very well maintained, 69 seat p.o. all extras great oppor- 
tunity p/x - terms welcome Blythswood Motors 0141 221 
3165 or 0141 639 6107 (Eves) 


MCW ALEXANDER 76 seated + 8 air suspension, good 
tyres welcome, one only now £3,500 +VAT Blythswood 
Motors 0141 221 3165 or 0141 639 6107 (Eves) 


Dublin Bus 


1700 hours on 11 April 2005 


PRICE-LESS -— ring 0870 24! 8745 for details 


1990(H) Scania N113DR Alexander 
Double Decker 
Automatic gearbox, 76 seats with 
belts, tacho, MoT 22/06/05 
£25,000 plus VAT 
01725 514409 or 07960 873537 


SCANIA N113 : 80 seated single door Alexander body tested 
27.03.2005 superb order £3,500 +VAT Blythswood Motors 
0141 221 3165 or 0141 639 6107 (Eves) 


VOLVO PLAXTON 4000 TRIPLE AXLE : 1985, 66 
seats (like new ) racks, reading lights, toilet all executive 
spec., blinds, bunk, fridge & boiler - 1 year test, what an 
eye full looker & a recent Volvo replacement engine by Volvo 
finance & p/x , ZF 6 speed £16,000 +VAT Blythswood 
Motors 0141 221 3165 or 0141 639 6107 (Eves) 


ATLANTEAN with ECW bodywork, 1979, T reg, 68 seats, 
tested well into the year, bodywork in yellow and black, 
decent tyres, drives OK. No oil leaks - all done for test - drive 
away £1,500 +VAT 07944 366737 


DAIMLER FLEETLINE, 80-seater, low height, twin door, 
MoT Nov 05, very clean & tidy, some extra parts included 
£1,100 ono +VAT 01344 456561 or 07850 971455 


ARVONIA COACHES 
NORTH WALES 


1996 VANHOOL” 
EOS 90 


48 Royal Class seats, Sutrak air 
conditoning, manual gearbox, ZF 
retarder, centre toilet & continental 
door, fridge & water boiler. Owned 
from new and in excellent condition. 
MOT March 2006 


£62,500 + VAT 
Tel: 01286 675175 


1982 (P/P) Ford 
T7152 
PlaxtonSupreme 
33 E type seats with 
belts, 2 owners from 
new, MoT 24/04/05 
£1,950 plus VAT 
01725 514409 or 
07960 873537 


Classified booking deadline Monday 4pm 


routeONE 


FORD TRANSIT 190 2.5DI, 1992, disabled passen- 
ger vehicle. Ratcliff taillift, 12 seats or 4 w/chairs and 2 seats, 
MoT Sept 05, tox Aug 05 £600 no VAT 01656 860916 or 
07930 357710 


FORD TRANSIT 190 2.5DI, 1990, disabled passen- 
ger vehicle. Ratcliff taillift, 6 seated & 5 w/chairs, needs 
welding for MoT, good runner £250 no VAT 01656 860916 
or 07930 357710 


FORD TOURNEO 8 = driver, metallic silver, air con, elec- 
tric windows and mirrors only 19,000 miles in superb condi- 
tion can be made wheelchair accessible. Also choice of New 
Tourneo + 15 & 17 Seat Transits. For new registration 
numbers for Ist march 05. Blythswood Motors 0141 221 
3165 or 0141 639 6107 (Eves) 


IVECO 49-10 CARLYLE minibus, 1990, 25 seater with 
seatbelts, MoT to Aug 05, taxed to March 05 £750 ono 
+VAT 01962 732563 


IVECO 79.14 CAETANO VIANNA, 1986, 22-seater, 
spares or repair, no tax or Mol £275 ono +VAT 01962 
732563 


eee eae 


Selling an LDV for under £6,000? Then take advantage of 
our PRICE-LESS offer and advertise it here for FREE - call 
0870 241 8745 for details. 


LDV CONVOY 1997 R reg, 16 seats, Euromotive 
Conversion, 2.5D Ford engine, 53,000 miles, new Mol, Coif, 
PSV, Tax, excellent condition £4,995 +VAT 01453 756 461 
(Glouc) 


LDV CONVOY 1997 R reg, 16 seats, high roof, conver- 
sion, PSV Test December, excellent condition, £3,600 ono 
+VAT 01466 711213 (Aberdeen) 


LDV 400 CONVOY TD LWB, first reg 1997, 16-seater 
£1,800 +VAT S Wales 01495 292888 


LDV 400 SERIES D 3.5T, first reg 1994, 16-seater 
£1,800 +VATS Wales 01495 292888 


LDV 16 seater, R reg, 1998, factory-built, white, hi-roof, Ford 
engine & box, COIF, MoT Aug 05 £2,600 no VAT 01656 
860916 or 07930 357710 


LDV FACTORY CONVOY 17 str, 1998 (Transit engie 
box), MoT Jan. 2006, taxed to July 2005, very good condi- 
tion, SLD, towbar, well maintained, ready to work, very reli- 


able, go anywhere £2,750 +VAT 01253 868844 i 


1986 Leyland Tiger TL11 
12m., Plaxton Paramount, 53-seater with 
retractable lap belts, good moquette, MoT 
March 2006, 2 owners from new, Power 
door, radio/PA, private plate, very well 
maintained - new clutch and flywheel used 
every day - buy today start work tomorrow! 
£8,500 + VAT 
Hollinshead Coaches 
01782 512209 or 512235 after hours 


LEYLAND OLYMPIAN Northern Counties bodywork, 
1985, B reg, choice of 3. Hydra-cyclic box, Gardner engines, 
various tests, all recently out of service with major bus oper- 
ator, tidy vehicles. Can paint if req. £5,995 +VAT 07944 
366737 


LEYLAND TIGER 1985 Ploxton Paramount 3500 Semi 
Auto Box Tested until May 2005. 48 Seats With Lap Belts. . 
Excellent condition for money. £2,500 +VAT 01670 712244 


LEYLAND TIGER East Lancs, 1991, re-body 55 bus seats, 
semi-auti, 1] metres, immac inside & out, MoT 11/05, excel- 
lent school/ contract vehicle £5,750 ono +VAT 01423 
339600 or 07976 732233 


Vehicle Sales 


Selling a Leyland for under £6,000? Then take advantage 
of our PRICE-LESS offer and advertise it here for FREE - 
call 0870 241 8745 for details. 


LEYLAND TIGER PLAXTON 3500 1985, 53 seats, 
D/G, rec + belts, MoT October 2005, Inspection facilities avail- 
able £4,250 +VAT 01989 720 676 (Gloucs) 


LEYLAND ATLANTEANS X 2, Park Royal open-top 
£2,500 ono each +VAT Top Line Travel of York Ltd 01904 
655585 


LEYLAND LYNX 1988 Cummins L10 engine, 2F, 4 speed 
gearbox, slight gearbox fault. Ring Mat £ 1,800 ono +VAT 
07989 948810 


LEYLAND LEOPARD PLAXTON SUPREME, 1980 
53 very clean belted seats, Mol until June 2005, all over 
white, very clean & reliable contract coach £2,000 +VAT 
01778 420486 or 07958 163805 


LEYLAND LEOPARD PLAXTON, 1971, mechanically 
sound, 6 good tyres, semi-auto, unfinished camper, any 
reasonable offers accepted £ 1,000 +VAT 01792 534600 
or 07989 560936 


LEYLAND TIGER DUPLE LASER, 1983, PP semi-auto 
box, 57 belted seats, power coach door, just tested for 12 
months, ideal schools vehicle £2,450 +VAT 07944 
366737 


LEYLAND TIGER PLAXTON PARAMOUNT 
3500, 1985, B reg, 53-seats with belts, manual box, power 
plug door, tested to June 05, radio, drives well - tax and drive 
away £2,250 +VAT 07944 366737 


LEYLAND LYNX 1991 J Reg MKIl front, 49 retrimmed 
bus seats, L10 engine, good condition, good choice, Stafford 
Bus Centre from £3,750 +VAT 07803 222552 or 01782 
791774 


LEYLAND TIGER DUPLE DOMINANT - 19872, 51 
seats with 2 additional seats available, automatic, lap belts 
020 8339486 


[menceos-eexz 


Selling a Mercedes-Benz for under £6,000? Then take advan- 
tage of our PRICE-LESS offer and advertise it here for FREE 
- call 0870 241 8745 for details. 


MERCEDES - BENZ 811D, 1991, auto, 30-seater, tested 
to July 05, good cond, seatbelts, high-back seats, tacho 
£4,500 +VAT 01376 521844 


Mercedes Benz Vario 814D, 33 seater, registered June 
1997, power door, high back seats with seatbelts, 
wired for TV & Video, large boot, new engine, 
£16,000 spent last year on total refurbishment, 
owned since new. £26,000 ono + VAT 


Mercedes Benz Vario 814D, 24 seater, 3 point 
seatbelts, luggage racks, Richard & Shaw high back 
seats, boot, stereo, walnut veneer dash, wheel trims, 

curtains, ABS brakes, air suspension, Telma, full 
body kit. Absolutely stunning. 


3 AVAILABLE 


01/05/2003 = £28,000 
01/03/2004 = £32,000 
16/05/2004 = £33,000 


MUST SELL BY END OF FEBURARY TO 
MAKE WAY FOR NEW VEHICLES 


Essbee Coaches 01236 423621 


Mercedes 41 3cdi (2000) 
16 fainsa Gaudi seats, Webasto Heating, MoT 


Sept 2005, stereo/CD, luggage boot, 
electric step, panoramic windows 


£22,000 + VAT ono 


01706 713343 
07801 860160 


(Rochdale) 


MERCEDES-BENZ 709, spares/repair, new 
clutch/brakes/starter, very good engine/box/back axle, 
vehicle on SORN £950 +VAT 01352 755725 (N Wales - near 
Chester) 


MERCEDES - BENZ 709D WADHAM STRINGER 
* WESSEX’ 1995 M Reg. 29 seats, Alison Auto, Stafford 
Bus Centre £5,590 +VAT 07803 222552 or 01782 791774 


MERCEDES - BENZ 709D Marshall Body, 21-23-25 
seats, choice of many, Stafford Bus Centre {from 4,950 
+VAT 07803 222552 or 01782 791774 


Mercedes 709 - 814 bus/coach rentals 
16 - 33 seats / Coach & Bus spec / Diptac / Seatbelt options 
PRICES FROM £125 PER WEEK - call for a no obligation quotation 


Immediate availability, nationwide delivery can be arranged, all major credit cards welcome 
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1992 (P/P) Mercedes 
814 Plaxton Coach 


33 coach seats in maroon 
multi, with 2 point 
R/seatbelts, curtains, 


forced air and reading lights. 
Test 30/7/05, 
excellent condition 


£13,250 + VAT 
07970 598868 
(South Wales) 


MERCEDES - BENZ 811D BEAVER, 1991, J Reg, 31 
bus seats, manual gearbox, repainted and ready to go, 
Stafford Bus Centre £3,650 +VAT 07803 222552 or 01782 
791774 


MERCEDES - BENZ 709D ALEXANDER SPRINT, 
1993/94/95 L & M, 23/24 bus seats, very clean, choice of 
many Stafford Bus Centre from £4,950 to £ 5,750 
+VAT 07803 222552 or 01782 791774 


Mercedes - Benz NEW VITO’S NEW SPRINTERS - 
all instant delivery New 24 Seat 814 New Cheetah 25 to 33 
Seats all in StockNow Instant Delivery , also used selection 
Mercedes Service & dual Purpose Blythswood Motors 0141 221 
3165 or 0141 639 6107 (Eves) 


MERCEDES VITO ‘s 8 + Driver long or extra long, rear 
wheel drive, CDi Diesel 6 Speed or auto 3 years warranty Quick 
removal seats up to 3 wheelchairs, ramp or Power Lift. Luxury 
with huge luggage area Can make 9 Seat + Driver Blythswood 
Motors 0141 221 3165 or 0141 639 6107 (Eves) 


MERCEDES - BENZ 33 coach spec luxury, double 
glazingPlaxton Cheetah Latest model luxury seats, 3 point 
belts, PA system, forced air or air con, Telma, super super 
luxury and get 20 miles per gallon £5,000 +VAT 
Blythswood Motors 0141 221 3165 or 0141 639 6107 (Eves) 


MERCEDES - BENZ 24 seats, Mercedes Sprinters & 
Mercedes Vito's Mercedes Service Buses 33 seats or 31 & 
luggage pen, wide power door, automatic and Telma, avail- 
able with coach seats and 3 point belts or wheelchairs acces- 
sible up to 10 wheelchairs and power lift with 32 hi back - 
3 point belts - power door, luxury for dual purpose - all stock 
ready to go - now Blythswood Motors 0141 221 3165 or 0141 
639 6107 (Eves) 


Selling a Minibus for under £6,000? Then take advantage of 
our offer and advertise it here for FREE - call 
0870 241 8745 for details. 


MERCEDES BENZ 609D, 24 high back coach seats, 
power door, boot, coach built, Kingdoms of Tiverton £2,950 
ono +VAT 01884 252646 


MERCEDES BENZ 408D, 1989 PP, 15 high back coach 
seats, good condition, Kingdoms of Tiverton £1,950 ono 
+VAT 01884 252646 


FORD TRANSIT 1993, high roof with wheelchair tailift, 
MoT August 2005, Radio cassette, SLD, 5 speed, p/s, 12 remov- 
able seats with 3-point belts, unwin tracking fitted, excellent 
condition and reliability £ 1,150 no VAT 01494 872236 


LDV 400, 16 Str, Low Roof, Green, Mot 10 Months, tacho 
fitted, needs slight attention, Contact Scenic Travel Coach Sales 
£995 +VAT 01702 205 737 


MERCEDES BENZ 410, 16 Str, High Roof Step 
Entrance, 5 months MoT, Contact Scenic Travel Coach Sales 
£995 +VAT 01702 205 737 


LDV CONVOY HIGH ROOF 16 Str, white, 1 year MoT, 
Contact Scenic Travel Coach Sales £3,250 +VAT 01702 205 737 


LDV CONVOY LOW ROOF, 16 Str Minibus, white, 1 year 
Mot, Tachograph fitted, Contact Scenic Travel Coach Sales 
£3,250 +VAT 01702 205 737 


OPTIMO 2, PP 92 reg, MoT end Sept 05, taxed, 19-seater, 
large boot, blue/purple, new gearbox & turbo, good cond - 
in use £3,200 ono +VAT 02380 47 77 73 or 07795 627801 


New Vehicles. 
The OPTARE Range 


NEW VEHICLES 


Optare Solera 
39/35/31 seats + courier, air con, double 
glazed, plug door, large boot + side locker 


Optare Sorroco 
16/19/22 coach built, Mercedes 413cdi, 
reclining seats, air con, plug door, large boot 


Optare Nouvelle SR 
29/33 seats, forced air, reading lights, 
curtains, PA, large boot 


Optare Bonito 
Ford Transit, coach built, 16 seats, 
forced air, plug door, large boot 


High Quality Conversions at Competitive Prices - 
Immediate Delivery 
Leyland DAF, 16 seater, Hi-spec 
Mercedes 413 cdi Sprinter, 16 seats with coach back end 


N REG MERCEDES 814L, 
P REG LEYLAND DAF, 16 seater 


USED VEHICLES 
2001 Y REG 


16 seats, coach built, 
413cdi, sprinter 


1999 V REG 
MERCEDES 
614D 


24 seats, power door 
Autobus conversion 
02 REG MERCEDES 814D VARIO PLAXTON CHEETAH, 25 reclining seats plus courier 
W REG MERCEDES 614D, 24 seats. power door 
T REG MERCEDES 412D SPRINTER, 16 seats 
35 seats + courier 


Contact: Steve Peach 


Tel: 01302 770863 


Mobile: 07836 551020 Fax: 01302 771666 
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Up-to-the-minute industry information 


FOR THE BIGGEST & BEST 
SELECTION OF NEW AND USED 
MINIBUSES & MIDI — 


WESTERN 


COMMERCIAL 


NEW 


7 weeks delivery 
spec. 4 weeks delivery 


4 weeks delivery 


USED 


814 PLAXTON BEAVER; 29/33 seats, L+D belts, Bus Chassis bus 
body, DDA dual purpose, service spec. boot and luggage racks, 


814 PLAXTON CHEETAH, 33 coach seats, RL&B; radio/ PA, full coach 


614 MERCEDES, 24 seats, power door, deep boot 


311 MERCEDES, 17 seais, factory built coach spec, Stock 


2003 (52) 814, 29 coach seats, exec, large boot 

2000 (W) PLAXTON CHEETAH, 33 seats, deep boot, curtains 
1997 (P) MERCEDES 614, 24 seats 

1996 (N) MERCEDES 711, 29 seat, coach built,.coach spec 
1995 (N) MERCEDES 711, 25 seat, coach built, Power door 


MELFORD ROAD, RIGHEAD IND. EST., 


BELLS HILL, LANARKSHIRE 
CONTACT JOHN LEITCH on 01698 498999 


MERCEDES 609D, 1987, 19-seater, MoT to Dec 05, taxed, 
white, good reliable vehicle £2,500 ono +VAT 02380 47 
77 73 or 07795 627801 (South) 


LDV BEDWAS, K reg, 1993, 20-seater, MoT to June 05, 
taxed, white, good reliable vehicle £3,000 ono +VAT 02380 
47 77 73 or 07795 627801 (South) 


FORD TRANSIT S/D Coach/bus, 2002 first reg (decl/d 
munuf 1996 £4,000 +VAT S Wales 01495 292888 


LDV CONVOY 17 seater, 1999, factory minibus, Coif PSV 
tested, choice of vehicles, all in white from £4,250 +VAT 
0161 456 9404 


PRICE-LESS -— ring 0870 24| 


LDV Convoy 13 seater factory minibus, white, W reg. 
2000, ex MOD Partial, service history, 12 months MoT, 6 
months Tax £5,495 ono +VAT 0161 456 9404 


FORD TRANSIT, N reg., high cube, front loader, 15 high 
back seats, PSV tax and tested, exceptional condition 
£4,250 +VAT 07810 431279 (Leeds) 


PRONTO 16, Power door, up to 6 wheelchairs, stock Also 
Wheelchair Plus 814 Wheelchair 23 Side Lift Full Boot, Power 
Door or Service, 26 + Standees Plus 814 Plaxton 33 service 
or 33 Hi back Dual Purpose with racks & boot, spring suspen- 
sion or air or 32 Hi back /10 Wheelchairs 5 Speed or Auto 
Blythswood Motors 0141 221 3165 or 0141 639 6107 (Eves) 


8745 for details 
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Beals. : es BM { 
| Sprinter - 16 + boot Riada 616 - 23 seats : Cimo - 33 seats 814D - 24 to 28 seats 


Touring - 37 to 41 seats 
Full air, webasto, air-con, double glazing, 
DVD, CD, PA, 7 cubic metres of luggage. 


Steve White "Welcome to Esker" Alan White 


New and quality pre-owned 16 to 41 seat Mercedes 
Tel:(01909) 55 22 44 
e-mail: s ales@ministomidis.com 
Just 5 minutes from junction 31 of the M1 


'99 & '00 Nouvelle 33 » Esker Bus & Coach (UK) Ltd., Brooklands Park, Dinning a, — 
Sheffield S25 2JY 


FORD TRANSIT, R reg, PSV, 14/8 seater, rear seats on 
tracking, luxury £4,500 conversion, first to see will buy OPTARE 


£5,250 +VAT 01785 714124 f 

OPTARE STARRIDER Auto Mercedes 811 automatic 1988, 
Selling a Volvo for under £6,000? Use our offer 33 seats with Pen service spec., taxed & full 12 months test, 
and advertise it here for FREE - call 0870 241 8745 for details. —radio/tape, 100% reliable, new batteries,/starter any trial, 
bargain, must sell £4,000 ono +VAT 01236 626200 or 
07831 694444 


Due to the imminent sas 


arrival of new vehicles a 
offer for sale 


Neoplan Transliners (MAN) 


W reg Optare Solo Feb 2000 

8.5m Full width floor citybus 
27/29 Integra seats, 27 with three point seatbelts 

Full DDA wheel chair Merc (122) 

Auto box with Telma 
Electronic Destination gear Choices 

Please contact dave Witte on 01443 215137 
E-mail dwitte@bebbtravel.co.uk 


All vehicles are fitted with: 


PLAXTON PUMA, 36 seat coach, belts fitted, in white, 
good condition, reliable runner £3,000 +VAT Staffordshire 


° ° . 07799 442219 


Blue Line Coaches 1990 Scania Van Hool SH 
1998 Scania Irizar Century Excellent condition, fully refurbished inside 


and out. Seats, panels etc to a high 
standard. Long test, full executive, TV, 
drinks machine etc, all working 
£26,500 ono 
Maxfields Travel 
0114 2872622 Peter or Trevor 


e ° ° * * 


SPUDWIISIZABAPL ANOA odeI/d 0} SVZ8 IPT OL8O SUIY PIIFZISSEID 


2 SOLD 
1 remaining 


1 SOLD 
me 2 remaining @ 


a 
49-seats, Auto, Air Con, TV/video, full 
exec spec, excellent condition 


Bue i Se0 VAT TOYOTA OPTIMO MARK LI, 1991, good lean condi 
Also Svailable: 1999 T reg, same spec tion, MoT to 11/05 £5,995 +VAT 0116 269 3707 
£84,950 + VAT 
Possibly the cheapest around! TOYOTA ESTIMA 2.210, 1994, 8-seater, 12 months MoT, 
Due to new arrival CAT 1 ALAM fitted parking, twin sun roof, elec windows 
0151 5268888 or 07880 985050 £3,800 no VAT 01656 860916 or 07930 357710 


Classified booking deadline Monday 4pm routeONE 24 February 2005 33 


Advertise your. 
vehicles 

under £6k 
for FREE 


POO kee 


VOLVO B9M PLAXTON PARAMOUNT 3200, 
1986, C reg, 35 belted seats, power sliding door to centre, 
bus drives superb, very tidy trim, large boot. Tested for 11 
months, ZF Auto box. Just tax and drive away £5,750 +VAT 


VOLKSWAGEN LT 55, Ford Transit engine, conversion, 
25 seater, power door, 12 months MoT £650 +VAT 01248 
724 678 


VOLKSWAGEN LT 55 spared, 25 seater Optare, power 
door, power sterring cherished number £400 +VAT 01248 


Stafford 


Classified Ring 0870 241 8745 to place your advertisements 
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724 678 


Parts, Sales and § 

Accident repair, ins 
estimates, coach Sales 
maintenance, Moise 
preparation, seatbelm 


Chapelkn 


L reg Mercedes Turbo, 24 seater with tables, 
mot'd till Dec 05, painted silver, seatbelts, new 
clutch fitted Dec 04, taxed £10,000 + VAT 


M reg Mercedes Turbo, 22 seats with tables, 
seatbelts, mot'd till Dec 05, painted white, new 
Clutch fitted Jan 05......c..s:ssese0e++-£10,250 + VAT 


P reg Caetano Optimo IV, 16 seater with seat- 
belts, painted blue and white, mot’d Aug 05, new 
turbo fitted in Dec, taxed £10,950 + VAT 


N reg Caetano Optimo Ill, 16 seater painted 
blue and white, just had new cylinder head, 
pistens and liners etc, mot expired hence low price 
£8,500 + VAT 
T reg LDV Convoy 400, 16 seater PSV factory 
spec, seatbelts, mot'd Nov 05, taxed, painted 
£5,500 + VAT 
S reg LDV Convoy 400, 16 seater PSV, factory 
spec, seatbelts, class V mot till Feb 06. 
a £4,500 + VAT 


All vehicles have only been used on film work, 
no high mileage and all well maintained. 


Tel: 01923 685071 
or 07831 660831 


1995 Man Eos 49str, exec video monitor, 
toilet, tea machine, new MoT 2006, any trial 
£55,000 ono plus VAT 


1998 Daf Bova 49 str, exec video monitor, 
toilet, tea machine, air con, Telma retarder, new 
MoT 2006, any trial, £85,000 plus VAT 


1990 709 Mercedes 29 coach seats, MoT July 
2005, 814 Turbo engine, any trial, £7,500 ono 
plus VAT 

Mercedes 220 Elegance September 2002, 
26,000 miles one lady owner, automatic cruise 
control, elec. Seats, elec. mirrows, central 
locking, air con, CD player , £17,500 ono 


Mitsubishi L200 Cabster, July 2003, Diesel, 
£11,750 ono plus VAT 

1981 Bedford Duple 53 seater belted MoT 
September 2005, £3,250 ono plus VAT 
1983 Volvo B10M Berkhof, toilet, tea 


machine, MoT August 2005, £9,000 ono plus 
VAT 


All above vehicles in daily use and 
any trial or inspection. Contact 01443 
435805 or 07966 228907, ask for Gary 


Are you in 
there? 


Check out The Whisperer 
column every week 


Rental and Private Hire 


ices 


neral 
and 


07944 366737 


Established 1983 


@) es = 


Seatbelts 
Fullirage of Garstyle 
seatbelts available 


e Road Wwiethenwell, Scotland ML1 5LE 
Tel: (01698) 861790/ 253845 Fax: (01698) 860778 


LQZIRIZAR 


All Irizar glass 
and spares 


ees 


Wealden PSV 


ai 


1996 SCANIA K113 IRIZAR CENTURY, 
49 seats, aircon, toilet, video, MoT 4/05 (can 


£53,950 


VOLVO B10M PLAXTON 
PARAMOUNT 3500, 
1989/90/91, Choice of 3, Various MoT's, 53 seats 


£13,950 - £18,950 


1995 VOLVO B10M VAN HOOL ALIZEE, 
51 seats, centre toilet, exec from a good home. 


MoT 01/06 


£59,950 


|, 1991 DAF MB230, 
ZF Auto Plaxton Paramount 3500, 53 seat 


MoT 08/05 


1989 VOLVO B10M PLAXTON 
PARAMOUNT 3200, 


53 seats, MoT 11/05... 


£14,950 


1989 VOLVO D10M NORTHERN 


COUNTIES, 


| 80 coach seats, sold with new MoT. Choice of 3, could 


seat up to 86 and belt at cost 


£21,950 


1983 DAF MB230 PLAXTON 


PARAMOUNT, 


57 seats, straight and tidy, direct Local Authority. 


| MoT 05/05 


Details of these and many others at 


www.wealdenpsv.co.uk 


Tel: 01892 833830 Fax: 01892 836977 
Mobile: 07885 838989 Tonbridge Kent 
Specialist Suppliers of PSV Vehicles Glazing, Mechanical and Body Parts 


1993 + 1994 Dennis Darts, 
40-seats, automatic, 
Wrights bodies, MoT’d 
£7,750 ono 
1984 + 1987 Van Hool, 


Leyland Tiger 
84 at £8,000 
87 at £12,000 
Hunts Coaches, 
Tel. 01507 463000 (Lincs) 


That's different... 


route 
ONE 


..that’s routeONE 


Bus Centre 


Specialist Bus and 
Coach Sales 


VOLVO D10M CITY! ST LANCS BODY, 
1989, G reg, 88 b * choice of 4, all with 
long MoT from........ eves £17,950 (Can be 
belted/painted at cost) 

VOLVO D10M CITYBUS ALEXANDER 
BODY, 1988, F reg, twin door, 76 seats, long MoT, 
last one available... eee £15,950 
MCW METROBUS MKIIA, E, F & G reg, 73 
seats, Gardner engine, Voith gearbox, various 
MoT's, choice of 10, ring for details from £7,950 
LEYLAND OLYMPIAN ECW (Low Height) 
choice of Y, Aand B reg £3,950 - £6,950 more 
due in soon 

DENNIS DOMINATOR EAST LANCS 
BODY, 1987, E reg, 76 seats, clean inside and 
Out, ONE TEMAINING........c cscs £2,950 
MAN 11.220 MARSHALL BODY, 1995, N 
Reg, 38 bus seats. Long MoT, choice of 2 
£11,950 Also P Reg with later shape bode 


Elle ca eis wadnceseuencarcaenan £13,950 
OPTARE DAF DELTA, 1989/90 G Reg, 47/49 
seats, choice of 2 frOM........ cece £6,650 


MERCEDES 811D PLAXTON BEAVER, 
1995, M Reg, 31 bus seats, MoT Dec, plain white 


MERCEDES 709D ALEXANDER SPRINT, 
1993/94/95 L & M 23/24 bus seats, very clean, 
choice of many from........... £4,950 to £5,750 
MERCEDES 811 D WRIGHTS BODY, 1993 K 
reg fitted with 33 high back seats and belts, manual 
gearbox, walnut dash etc. choice from......£11,750 
MERCEDES 709D MARSHALL BODY, 21- 
23-25 seats, choice of many from.. 
MERCEDES 709D ALEXANDER SPRINT 
1996 N Reg fitted with 25 new HB coach seats 
and belts, repainted in metallic silver and new MoT 


MERCEDES 709D BEAVER 1991, PP 29 
seat body but fitted with 20 plus luggage pen, 
manual gearbox, choice of 2 from........... £2,600 
MERCEDES 709D ALEXANDER SPRINT, 
Choice M, N and P reg, manual gearboxes, 27/29 
co seats from £8,750/£10,750 also N Reg 
che DORE ree OE ner ee! £9,950 

mancenes 811D ALEXANDER SPRINT, 
1996, N Reg, fitted with 31 new M2 tested 3 point 
belted coach seats, walnut dash kit, stainless 
MASSIMIMS SIC. .i5....:.0enrescgsinenuamoemeaumress £POA 
MERCEDES 814 V. 1988, R reg, 27 bus 
seats, manual choice of 2 
from... £13,950 
More 
MERCEDES 709D WADHAM STRINGER 
‘WESSEX’, 1995 M Reg, Alison Auto....£5,590 
MERCEDES 709D PLAXTON BEAVER, 1988, 
F Reg, 25 HB seats (needs retrim).£1,595 
DENNIS DART PLAXTON POINTER SLF, 
P Reg, 38/40 seats, available to view in the south, 
Ring for details 

VOLVO D10M CITYBUS 1990, H Reg, 87 
seats, single door conversion, currently in build, 


can be retrimmend/belte your spec.... POA 
LEYLAND TIGER STON DERWENT, 
1989, F Reg, new us seats...... £5,250 


LEYLAND NATIONAL GREENWAY, Volvo 
repower, vgc, choice of 2 from...............+ £3,750 
TBP (FREEWAY) 1996, PP (SLF), Yes (super 
low floor), 24 seats, ideal spare vehicle for super 
low contract, Choice Of 2.0.0... £3,250 
LEYLAND NATIONAL GREENWAY, 
Rebodied 1992, PP, Gardner engine, 41 seats, 
very clean throughout, long MOT (also 49 seater 
AWG) 225s catscie sido sass assevsarsiee vesnvooiames £2,750 
DENNIS DART, CARLYLE BODY 1990, H 
Reg, 28 seats choice from... cece £3,950 
LEYLAND LYNX 1991, J Reg, MKIl front L10 
+ ZF, 49 seats choice of 5 from.............. £3,950 
LEYLAND NATIONAL GREENWAY 1993 
Conversion, Twin door, gardner + ZF box, 24 
seats, 48 standing choice of 2.....£2,000 each 


Call Martin on 

01782 791774 

07803 222552 
(Mobile) 


Classified booking deadline Monday 4pm 
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.. Ccoming soon — THE BEST READ BOOK 


f\ 
Conversions Ltd 


Unit 5, Century Close, Kirk Sandall Ind Est, Doncaster DN3 1TR. 
Tel: 01302 888811 Fax: 01302 888900 


QUALITY USED VEHICLES 


Ford Iveco 
16 luxury seats, TV, CD and DVD player, air 


conditioning, 1 owner, 1 years COIF. Ready to go. 
3K FE FE IE FE IE FE EK OK OK IK EK KE EE EE EOE EE EE OE 
Mercedes 412D 
16 luxury seats, front entrance 


Mercedes 711D 

24 luxury seats, power door, drop boot 
Me OK KE KE OE OE 9K Oe EK EE EE Fe EE OE OE EE EE OK 2K 2 OO 

For a quotation on any make of vehicle 

: Jat Pla please contact sales on: 
Were Traver  F Tel: 01302 888811 Fax: 01302 888900 
. or 
= Shelley: 0776 9705350 Peter: 0776 9705352 
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK (weekends by appointment only) 


www.excelconversions.co.uk 
Email: sales@excelconversions.co.uk 


WVehiclie 


wow. vehiciesource.com 


VehicleSource Ltd, Court Road Ind Est, Llantarnam, Cwmbran, NP44 3AS 
NEW FORD TRANSIT NEW LDV CONVOY 
15 & 17 seat - E/W, E/Mirr, AC,COIF/PSV 4yr Warranty, COIF/PSV 
17 Seat 115ps/137ps, white, AC,Tacho 17 Seat 75ps, Hi Roof 
15 Seat 115ps/137ps, white, AC, from 17 Seat 90ps, Hi Roof 
8 & 9 Seat Tourneo metallics from NEW KIA 


USED FORD MINIBUSES 12 Seat Pregio 2.7 diesel 
04 Ford Transit 17 seat 125ps, 2.4td, 6,000 - 12,000 miles, white 10 available from —- £17,995 
53 Ford Transit 17 seat 90ps, 2.4td, 10,000 miles ,high back seats, white COIF/PSV £16,750 
53 Ford Transit 17 seat 90ps, 2.4td, 21,000 miles high back seats, white COIF/PSV £16,350 
03 Ford Transit 17 seat 125ps 2.4td 35,000 miles, tacho,high back seats, white COIF/PSV £16,750 
03 Ford Transit 17 seat 90ps 2.4td 35,000 miles, tacho,high back seats, white COIF/PSV £16,150 
52 Ford Transit 17 seat 125ps 2.4td, 50,000 miles, high back seats, white, COIF/PSV £15,495 
X00 Ford Transit 17 seat 2.5di, lwb ,high back seats, PAS,69,000 miles, COIF/PSV £8,995 
OTHER USED MINIBUSES 
54 LDV Convoy 17 seat 2.4td high-roof, 200 miles,only SLD,PAS, white COIF/PSV £13,995 
04 Fiat Ducato 12 seat 2.0ltr,15000 miles,E/W E/M SLD,High back seats, in silver £12,995 
53 LDV Convoy 17 seat 2.4td high-roof,12000 miles, SLD, PAS, white COIF/PSV £12,495 
52 LDV Convoy 17 seat 2.4td high-roof,12,000 miles, SLD, PAS, white COIF/PSV £10,995 
02 LDV Convoy 17 seat 2.4td high-roof, 32,000 miles, SLD, PAS, white COIF/PSV £10,495 
51 LDV Convoy 17 seat 2.5d high-roof, 55,000 miles,SLD,PAS, white, COIFIPSV £7,995 
Y01 Mazda E2200 9 seat, twin side loading doors, rear luggage pen, tailgate, silver New Mot £3,995 
99 Renault Master 2.5d 14 seat MWB, high back seats, side step,sky light,silver COIF/PSV £7,995 
PART EXCHANGE MINIBUSES TO CLEAR 
T99 Ford Transit 17 seat 2.5d ,high back seats, SLD, Tacho, 110,000Km in white COIF/PSV £5,995 
R98 LDV Convoy 17 seat 2.5d hi roof iwb, SLD,PAS 117,500 miles only,white, COIF/PSV £3,495 
R98 LDV Convoy 17 seat 2.5d low roof, 3 point belts, 147.000 km Tacho, PAS COIF/PSV £3,495 
N96 Renault Master 17 seat,2.5d,high back seats, full under floor luggage, white, COIF/PSV £2,495 
WHEELCHAIR ACCESS 
03 Mercedes 411 cdi EVO bus 10 seats or 7+ 1wheelchair, very high spec,77km, COIF/PSV £31,495 
514 LDV Convoy 2.5d,Hi-roof 17 seat or 14 plus 2 wheelchairs , 55,000 miles,SLD,PAS, £12,995 
0OW Renault Master swb 2.5 diesel,5 seats, tracking x2 wheelchairs,35,000 in Blue £11,495 
V99 Mercedes 412 16 seat, front entry,drop step,high back,seats, very high spec, COIF/PSV £21,500 
P97 Ford Iveco 16 seat, Front entry, tracking x 6 wheelchairs,under floor tail lift, COIF/PSV £7,995 
All vehicles subject to VAT @ 17.50%. 
Low Rate Finance available — example quotes and more details on our website. 
Certain new vehicles come pre-registered, details upon request. 
All used vehicles come with 12 Months MOT/PSV & RAC Warranty - 
We deliver nationwide. Terms and Conditions apply 
Full current stock list and photographs on 
www.minibus-sales.com - Telephone: Graham Thatcher on Sales 


01633 860066 & Mobile 07739 588180 
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Classified Ring 0870 241 8745 to place your advertisements 
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& 
BTEL. NO. 0141 221 3165 


BFAX NO. 0141 221 3172 
CERES 


MERCEDES SERVICE BUSES 
1990 709 26 Coach Seats ......£2000,00 
1994 Mercedes 27 + 12 Extra Large 
Luggage Pen....cncosnnnf 3000.00 
Mercedes Pronto 16 Destination Plaxton 
Mercedes Beaver 33 & 29 in.....Stock 
814D Marshall 33 Sem: Coach 
Kneeling (11/99) Air Susp...£24500.00 
814D 2000 31 Semi Coach Seat, 


BMC PROBUS 
35 Coach Reclining 
Air Conditioning, Telma 
Double Glazed Tints 
Curtains, Low Mileage 
£65000.00 
P/X Welcome 


. : Air, Kneeling. Telma ........8 25000.00 
Coaches. 814D 1999 Marshall 31+9 Seats, 
96 B10 Plaxton 51 Toilet,tv Kneeling, Semi Coach......£ 2400000 
95 B10 Van Hool 49 Exec 8140 1997 Plaxton 27+12 Seats, Air 
Oct, 1998 Luxury Beulas Suspension, New Tela, Diptac, 
49 Air Con All Extras Low §14D 1997 Alexander 27+8 Seats, 
Mileage....-..--£7S000.00 Air Suspension Power Door Dest 
1986 DAF Lag 51 Hiback Luggage Choice of 3........£ 1800.00 
Seats 6 Speed Reading Lights, 811D 1993 Plaxton 31~10 Seats, Auto 
Forced Air Vent.....£ 3000.00 1995 Alexander 33413 Seats, Auto 


L 
49/53 Hiback Telma, Fridge 
Reading Lights Forced Air 


1994 709 Beaver 27 + Pen 
1994 709 Alexander 27 + Pen 
1995 Merc. 709D Marshall 26 + Pen 


1987 Setra_ 49/53 MERC V8 1996 BEAVER 709D 27 + PEN. 

Extra Low Mil 709D 1992 to 1996 Alexander 

1987 Setra 35 Luxury Spec. 25+8 Seat, Destination, Power Door, 
All Tested From . £3500.00 

53 Seat ccnnnsnnd $000.00 All Ready to Work 


Dual Purpose 
811D 199131 Semi Coach, Belts apa 
_B14D 1993 33 Hiback Seats, Belts, Boot. 

814) 1998 23+8 Upgraded HiBack Seats, Telma, L/Mileage Diptac 

$14D1998 Plaxton 33 Highback Seats, Telma, i 

$142 1998 Marshall 27+8 Seats, Dual Telma, Diptac 
2946 or 31 Upgraded Seats, Telma 


veel 4500.00 


ff 23000.00 


Choice of 4 DIPTAC 
B14D 1999 Marshall 33 Coach Seats... £ 23000.00 
09D 1995 29 Hiback Seats, Power Door, Boot. £12000.00 


Coach Specification 
NEW Sprinter 413 16 with Boot & Coach Rear 
2003 TRANSIT 16 Air Conditioned All Extras SOLD 
2003 MERCEDES 413 16 Luxury Spec Only $6 K 
2003 MERCEDES 24 Seat Power Door Only 54000 K 
1999 ‘Transit. 14 Hiback PSV 
1996 MERCEDES 609D 24 Coach, Boot Power Door Only 232 K 
1997 MERCEDES 611D 24 Coach Spec Only 264 K Power Door 
(1998 MERCEDES 614D 24 Coach Spee Boot, Racks, Belts, 
sg orig o ma Door, Courier 
1995 MERCEDES 709D 29 Hi Back Power Door, Only 330 K 
Repannelled —Boot.........:.seesssens £12000,00 
ERCEDE: q 25/29 Power Door, Racks, 
Coach Built 


Large Boot, LowMil... 
1996 MERCEDES 711) TURBO: 
24 Coach Spee, Power Door, Permo, Large Boot. 


33 Seat, Power Door, Large Boot Excellent 
2000. 24 Seat Power Door,Large Boot Only 281K 


BLYTHSWOOD MOTORS LIMITED 
WE ARE MOVING OUR YARD CHECK OUR SALE PRICES 
FREE SATELLITE NAVIGATION SYSTEMS WITH EVERY VEHICLE 


CLEARANCE STOCK - LAST FEW DAYS 
MAKE US A REASONABLE OFFER & IT’S YOURS 


Double Deck Stock 


990 Si inder 
80 Seats, Single Door Excellent N113 
+ Standees 


1988 Volve City Bus 
85 Seat, Auto, ELCB Single & Double Door, 
Tyres, Tested Height 15 ft 
Choice Available only £ 17000.00 
983-19) yi iF 
72-77 Seats Available, Some Low Bridge, 
‘Tyres Included, Gardner From £400.00 
982 MCW Metre Bus 
76 Seats, Alexander Fully Auto - 
Choice Available £3500 
823 MCW 
76 Seats, Auto ‘Only 1900.00 
1965 & 66 Routemaster 
Park Royal Body,Open Platform, Tyres 
Cummins Auto, Refurbished Choice Available 
Height 14ft 6, Iveco Engine or Cummins 
All with Tyres 
981 Metrobus lo 87 
Choice of $ with Gardner Engine and One 
1985 all Tested, Tyres included 
From £1900,00 only 
1985 Dennis Dominator 
75 Seat, Voith Auto, Kirkstall Axle, Air 
Suspension, Northern Counties, Single 
Door, Gardner Tyres, Tested VERY CLEAN 
Sap peetf rs 
986-1989 
$4 10 86 Seats with ELC Body, Turbo,ZF 
Auto, Single Twin Door,High Speed plus 9 
Standees Height 158 Very Good Condition 
Choice from £ 1300000 
Neoplan Double Decker Coaches Choice 
Of 86 - 87 - 88 Finance Available. 
85 Plaxton Volvo Twin Deck, New Engine 
59 Seats & Toilet, TV 


) 


Service Buses 
Leyland Daf Service or Dua! Purpose 


Destination & choice of Seats 


Airport 1999 Neopian Spec. 
Super Low Floor Bus 12 Metre, Partly Racked 
for Huge Luggage Space + Seated & Standees 
1998 TVECO_ 


26 + Seats, Air Susp ,Telma Large Engine 
Telma Large Engine, Exceptional .. £800.00 
Neoplan Or Dennis Special Airport 
Luggage Area, SlimLine, Mini Darts or 
Optare SLF DELIVERY NOW 


Mercedes Horse Box 
1995 up to Seven Horses, CCTV, Full Kitchen! 
Shower & TV, 6 Berth, Air Conditioned 


SUPER LOW FLOC IR DARTS 


IMMEDIATI E DEL. M NW 
WIDE OR NARROW CAETANO - NORMAL & cane LINE 


= 


Five + Wheelchair 
2002 To 1999 MINIDART 29 Seated 
1997 Plaxton 10.1 DART 35 Seat SLF Choice Of 
1999 Neoplan 12 Mire Jumbo Airport, Luggage Area 
New Mini Dart Special Seats, & 3 Point Belts - sold 


Engine, Belted, Electronic Destination 
1994 - 96 Darts - Plaxton 32 Seats Ramp 


- Due in 


Merced » 
New and Used DDA Compliant, Dual 
Purpose with 33 Highback Seats with 3 
Point Belts, Luggage Racks, Boot, Teima, 
Kneeling, Auto or Manual - In Stock 


Plaxton F 
Telma .Large Boot Power Door, 


‘ CHEETAH - IMMEDIATE 
New Beaver Service 31+ Pen CHOICE OF AUTO EARLY 
DA Manual or Auto or 33 Seats 68 mph 
Non Air Suspension, - Also in Stock 

a 
ss 
17) 

~ 2000 Cheetah 29 Luxury Spec 

z 1999 Plaxton Cheetah Full Spec 

= Now Beaver Sere ses 1999 Plaxton Cheetah 25 Jumbo Boot 


1998 Mercedes 814 33 Seat Coach 
1998 Mercedes 814D 33 Seat Coach 
1996 Mercedes 814D 33 Seat Coach 
1993 Mercedes 814D 33 Seat Coach 
1993 Mercedes 814D Plaxton 

33 Seat Coach Specification 


Wheelchair 


DDA Auto on Spring Susp, also 
One only Beaver plus DDA Compliant 
with Electric Step 
HUGE SELECTION OF USED D.P 
OR 
SERVICE MERCEDES BENZ 


6 Scats. From £1500.00 


ested 
a Whesichair LWBH Roof 19switte ns 


iw 16/S Wheelchairs . .......Omly £18995.00 


gm Reduced 2 Only Sprinters 413D 16 
uxury aie £28000.00 
New 413 Pronto Merc, Power Door, 16 


32 Coach Seats, 10 W. tains, Flat Fl 


Panoramic Windows, Front Entry 
Mercedes 1995 
26 Coach Seats +4 W/chairs. 


TOYOTA PREVA Import 31 


fe Chrysler Crossfire Auto - Special 

§ Offer & Terms .. Phone in 
N Air Conditioning, 

6 Speed, Extras, Tints, 12000 Miles 


AIR CON, RECLINERS, VERY GOOD: 


2001 Dart 10.7 Plaxton 37 TO 43 + Standees Low Mileage Choice 


8.5 2 W/chairs, Facing Rear Choice Of Mere Or Cummins 


Mercedes New 


Manual or Auto Wheelchair 16 Special 


System, Double Glazed Forced 
Air Vent, Reading Lights, Doing 20mp 


‘Mere 709 Plaxton From £750.00 SL DOT ANNE SOCK «Hee MARCH B 
ce Mere 709.811 1 100,90 , NewMercedes Sprinter Pronto 413) DELIVERY 
hoice Mere 709,811 From..... £2000.00_, s%-Mercedes Sorinter Pronto 4130 DELIVERY 


Stock 


B One Only Vito 108 New 8 Seats Air Con 236 Wichair .Extra a Side Lift 
Lf M - Karly 


Extra Long 
Wheelchair or Coach Spec Instant Del 16/5 Convoy Wheelchair, Lux. Spec. 


9000.00 


URGENTLY WANTED 
COACHES - BUSES - ALL SIZES & SHAPES 


Finance Available on All Vehicles - We offer Hire or Lease 
Purchase Agreements at Competitive Rates 
Please call for an immediate Quote 


CON 


The most comprehensive A5 industry directory 


1175 ARGYLE STREET® 


ial 
GLASGOW G3 8TQ §& - 
5 
“ Lela eeomanaial 
- —_ hoice of Six New 
NEW LDV TRA LONC Mercedes Service Buses 
POWER DOOR, 16 SEATS METALIC SILVER 33 +7 Standees, Auto & Telma 
MANUFACTURES 4YRS WARRANTY 2 Only with Spring Suspension, 
ON ALL NEW LDV'S ......£24500,00 ‘ 
Boot, Luggage Racks, Auto 
33 Hi Back Coach Seats 
Plus New 33 Seat Cheetah 
= L | 
or 29 & Super Boot, 
Or 


25 & Jumbo Boot 
Cheetah Cheetah Cheetah 
Plus Used Ones 
Mercedes New 24 Seat 
Full Luxury Spec, 3 Point Belts, 
ZF Gearbox, Telma, Power Door, 
Reading Lights, Forced Air Vent, 
Courier Doing 22 MPG CHOICE 


Front Entry Panoramic Windows, Power Door, 
Luggage Space Ford Turbo Engine. 
"Is Seats LWB WI 


Front Entry. of 26500.00 


Power Glider Door, Destination...,,...£24500.00 
eat NEW 

LUBBARE senses £ 16500.00 

Special Offer - Factory Finished 16 Seat + 

Driers sosOnly £14995,00 4 Yrs Warranty 

£18995.00 

Great Choice of Used LDV 


23 Seats,6 Wheelchairs, 
t Side Lift, Full Boot 7 Days 


PA 


MERC TWIN W 


SPRINTERS 413D 


Forced Air Ventilation, 16 Seats 
Reading Lights, Twin Wheel 
Unregistered Merc Warranty 
Seat Power Door,Boot 
it Boot, Belts 
98 614D 24 Seat Luggage, Boot 
98 614D 24 Seat Belts, Boot 
F COACH 
SPEC. & DUAL PURPOSE 
NEWY Ss 9s 
Super Finish & Performance 
Available in Long & Extra Long 
88 BHP/109 BHP/150 BHP, Luggage 
Space, Factory Built, Quick Release 
Seats & reversible 6 Speed Gearbox, 
3 vrs Warranty, CDI 


Seats 


All Forced Air Ventilation, Electric Windows 
Ventilation, IN STOCK NOW 


EORD 9-17 SEATS 
Transit 17 Seat with COIF Luxury, 
Tinted Electric Window & Mirrors 
Ford Transit 1$ Seat Air Conditioned - 
Electric Mirrors & Windows - STOCK 


4 Doors & Tailgate or 6 Rear Doors, 
CDI Engine giving over 60 MPG,Can 
up to 3 Wheelchair's, Metallic 
Or Ordinary Paint 
IMMEDIATE DELIVERY 
From £16500.00 + VAT 


Air Conditioned 

Electric Mirrors & Windows STOCK 
1999 Ford Transit Highback Seats, PSV 
~ New Transit. 12 PSV 0... STOCK 


joor 
Transit 8 + Driver 

9800.00 miles Superb Running Large Luggage 

Area, Good Seats, Excellent Condition 


12 Metre Service Buses Super Low 
Floor Neoplan Cummins 


Supplied with 12 Seats & Belts, 
Full Specification, Part of Hyundi 
Group, Value Finish Quality 
a + 


93 New Shape Transit 
26000 miles Silver Metalic 
000 


New Transit 15 NOW.............. £17500.00 


EMAIL : BLYTHSWOODMOTORS@AOL.COM 
WEB SITE : BLYTHSWOODMOTORS.CO.UK 


FOR CASH - CASH MINI TO DOUBLE DECK 


route ENWaeige 
ON 


rect to the heart of the coach and 


your vehicles under £6000 for FREE Tg 


oute 
ONE 


Direct to the heart of the coach and bi 


a£— 


www.eurocoachbuilders.ie 


Tel: 00353 7495 31528 Fax: 00353 7495 31 
email: info@eurocoachbuilders.ie 


Supplied direct from our factory 


with full COIF certification 


PROVEN 


RESALE 


V29/V33 


29 + Driver + Courier or 33 + Driver, 
D/Glazing & Air Con available on both vehicles 


+ a wide range of options 


Above vehicles have full seatbelt anchorage approval 
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«ID <__ > 


COACH BUILDERS IRL 


930 


8.8m/10.1m Dennis 
| Alexander Pointer SLF 
29/34 seats , 8 available 
for Immediate delivery 
from our stock 


From £84,500 
All prices quot 


98R Volvo Olympian East Lancs 
Pyoneer 
78 seats, electronic destination, 
choice of 5 


12m Irisbus Agora Line 
Integral SLF 

44seats, lveco/ZF auto 
choice for immediate 
delivery from our stock 


£103,000 


£63.000 


TOP 


VALUE 


12.5m Alexander 
Dennis Enviro 300 SLF 
60 seats with belts SLF, 41 seats 


From £99,750 £46,500 
ns from Gatwick Airport 


42 715 222 


d photos at: www.southdownpsv.co.uk 


1998S Dennis Dart 
Plaxton Pointer 11.3M 


1999V Dennis Dart 
Caetano Compass 10.7m 


£44,500 


PRICE-LESS — ring 0870 241 8745 for details 


he ie He ae a 


* THIS WEEKS STAR BUY! 


%* 03 PLATE LDV CONVOY, (TURBO DIESEL) 17 
Seat Factory Minibus, WB, High Roof, SLD, latest 
spec Ford Duratorque, Turbo Diesel engine and gear- 
box, H/B seats, 3 point inertia belts, interior lights 


and full sound system £9,995 


ME HE FE HE TE THE HE HE HE 


52 Plate Ford Transit 

15 seat factory, LWB, SLD, Genuine, 30,000 
miles, from new, 90 psi, 2.5 Turbo diesel, Dura 
Torque engine, 4 gear box, PAS, full sound 
system, tinted windows, latest spec 
£12,995 


<= 


DAVIO FS 


sHWICK 


Hirvwennanina 


wate 


IK Ke HH 


ing @ 


PAS @ High roof 

with 3 point inertia belts « 
Torque Ford engine + gear box @ 
full sound system @ PAS ¢ 


LWB@ 


SLD @ 17 H/B seats 
latest 2-4 T/D Dura 
interior light- 
) Ready to go 


| 


routeONE | PFa@@F vehicle sales 


pr ‘ 2H Rep al 
cao ss 


One of a kind, brand new metallic red LDV minicoach 
Top of the range concept conversion, front entry, lowered step, flat screen remote 
DVD with cinema surround sound, reading lights with dim facility, individual blown 
air, 16 soft trim passenger seat plus driver, parcel shelves, large tinted high viz 
windows, quad vent, rear hater, marker lights, full set of side skirts, & euroliners, 
|_ stereo systems, COIF & PSV, Ford 90 PSI Turbo Diesel engine ... £22,995 


W REG 2000 LDV Ranivoy 
Luxury spec minicoach Turbo Diesel, remote surrounc 
entry lowered step parcel shelves, tinted windows, 16 so 
seats + driver, 3 point inertia belts, CD sound system, read 
facility 2.5 Ford Turbo Diesel engine + gearbox, COIF + PSV . 


£10, 995 


X REG LDV CONVOY FACTORY MINIBUS, 
LWB, high roof, Side loading door, 17 forward 
facing high back seats with 3 point Intertia 
belts, 2.5 Ford diesel engine & gearbox. Full 
sound system, interior lighting, genuine miles 
from new power steering... £6,995 


2002 TURBO DIESEL LDV CONVOY WITH 
BRAND NEW LUXURY SPEC OLYMPUS 
CONVERSION, Front entry, lowered step, 17 H/B 
luxury seats with 3 point belts, quad vent, rear 
heater, large tinted windows, parcel shelves, locker 
box, interior reading lights with dim facility, stereo 
system with 8 speakers, full COIF + PSV test 
£13,995 


2004 (04 PLATE) 90 PSI TURBO 
DIESEL 17 Seat Factory Minibus, LWB, 
High Roof, SLD, latest spec Ford Tura Torque 
engine and gearbox, 3 point inertia belts, 
latest spec interior, interior lighting and full 
sound system ONLY DONE 3,000 
GENUINE MILES £12,995 


Y REG LDV CONVOY 17 SEAT 
FACTORY MINIBUS 

LWB, High roof, SLD, PAS, 17 forward facing 
H/B seats with 3 point inertia belts, interior 
lighting, 2.5 Ford Diesel engine and gearbox 
@ Excellent value @ £7,495 


1998 REG LDV CONVOY, Low roof factory 
minibus, LWB low roof, side loading door, 17 
forward facing hi-back seats with 3 point iner- 
tia belts, 2.5 ford Diesel engine & gearbox, full 
sound system, interior lighting, power steering 

£3,995 Other low roof minibuses 
available - ring for details. 


51 PLATE LDV CONVOY 17 SEAT 
FACTORY MINIBUS, LWB Hi roof. SLD, 
17 forward facing high back seats with 3 
point Inertia belts, 2.5 Ford engine + gear 
box. Full sound system, interior lighting 
Low miles. Power steering £7,995 


51 PLATE FORD TRANSIT 


1998 Reg iY V Convey beige Minicoach 


1998 (S) VW LT35 TDI MWB MINIBUS 
14 seats, this vehicle is in excellent order 


and has the benefit of a fold out step to 
the sliding side door, COIF + 12 month PSV 
test ... £4,995 


x, front entry, lowered 


With power 


4 RANGE OF 
COLOURS 


< AVAILABLE 


door & offside emergency 


BRAND NEW LDV EXTRA LWB MAXI LUXURY MINICOACH - £24,995 
exit @ front entry lowered step @ 17 luxury H/B soft trim seats @ 3 
joint inertia belts @ panoramic tinted windows @ parcel shelves @ interior reading lights with dim facility 


@ quad vent @ rear heater @ full sound system @ latest spec 90 psi Ford Duro Torque Turbo diesel engine 
@ large boot space @ Full COIF and 4 years warranty, concept conversion, built and ready to go today 


THE LOW COST MINICOACH 
2002 (02) LDV CONVOY TURBO DIESEL 


Now Avai 
Auto Spri 
Gearbox 


Front entry minicoach with lowered step 
the driver, with 3 point inertia belts 
roof vent 


lable with 


"al 


16 H/B passenger seats behind 
interior lighting full sound system 
latest Ford Dura Torque engine and gearbox PAS 


PROBABLY THE CHEAPEST 
02 FRONT ENTRY MINI- 
COACHES IN THE COUNTRY 


£10,995 


BRAND NEW MERCEDES CDI 


LUXURY SPEC MINICOACH 
Front entry off side emergency exit, 16 


H/B soft trim seats with 3 point iner- 
tia belts, roof vent, rear heater, large 
tinted windoows, parcel shelves, inte- 
ey reading lights with dim facility, full 
Lod pecker sound system, walnut trim 
dash 


f SION... £28,995 BUILT & READY 


TO GO. 


DAVID FISHWICK VEHICLE SALES 
NORTH VALLEY, COLNE BBS ORF 


WE LL CHANGE THE WAY 


15 seat factory minibus, LWB, SLD, 90PSI, 2.4 Turbo 
diesel Duo Torque engine, PAS, full sound system, 
tinted windows, latest spec ... £9,995 


step, parcel rece q d ve 


8 speaker sound system, int 
ity, 16 H/B moquette seats wit! 
PSV ... £6,995 


YOU THINK ABOUT VANS. 
FINANCE ARRANGED 


TEL: 01282 615138/867712 


SzuoWesizA0Ape Ano aoeid 03 $728 17 OL80 BUI PIIJISSEID 


routeONE 


est 


Mercedes 814 MWM, 29/33 coach seats. stainless steel body frame is standard on all 
MWM models. Both the 33 and the 29 is available for immediate delivery and have an 
Eberspacher hot air saloon heating system fitted. The 29 version has the benefit of an 

extra-extra large boot and a roof mounted Eberspacher air-conditioning system. 


Mercedes 814 MWM29, as above but with Air-Con 


The Coach Cente, Golden Valley, 


@ Situated just o 


Classified Ring 0870 241 8745 to place your advertisements 
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Mercedes 814 MWM33, coach seats, stainless steel frame 


Mercedes 413 ONYX, 16 seats with O/S door and wheel chair lift 
Mercedes 413 ONYX, 16 seats with O/S door, Boot & Racks 


Immediate 
Immediate 
Immediate 
Immediate 


2004 Mercedes 814 Onyx, 24 seats, Racks, Boot & P/Door 
2004 Mercedes 614 Crest, 24 seats, Racks, Boot & P/Door 
2003 Mercedes 413 Cdi Crest, 16 seats, Racks, O/S & Rear doors 
2002 Mercedes Solera SR, 39 seats, full executive spec with Air-con 

1999 (T) Mercedes 814 Nouvelle 2, 29 seats with large heot 


Contact Malcolm J Watkins 
Staverton 
‘Junction 1i of 


Fax: 01452 859222 Mobile: Sait see 


Tel: 01452 859111 


ae GLS51 OTE 


Onx 


Classi 


1983 A reg (private plate) 
Leyland Tiger TL11 manual gearbox, 
49 seater executive coach, retractor belts, 
ty, video, dvd, radio pa, MoT tested to June, 
very well maintained and very clean inside 
and out, rear continental door and sunken 
toilet, drinks machine (new), courier seat, 
1eACY tO GO... eervenk4, 750 


1994 Volvo Van Hool B10M 
Mark IV, 6 Speed Manual, 53 Seats 
with Retractor belts, Courier Seat, 
Monitor/ Video System, Radio/PA 


System, In-Swing Power Door 


--ve£55,000 


Also choice of 3 1992/3 Mark 
Ill models, 49 seats Retrimmed 
2004, Air Conditioning, Ex. shearings, 
Webasto, Drinks Machine, Rear conti- 
nental Door, Monitor/Video System, 
Priced at.........:. £45,000 


Wwww.usedacoacnsales.co.ukK 


Tel: 01925 e10202 


/ Anpo yintment) 
, We are also PSV 


Open 7 7 


ys a Week (Weekends By 


Need Audio Video Equipment 


1986 Bedford YMT Plaxton 
Paramount, in remarkable condi- 
tion, full MoT to March 2006, 53 
seats, power door 6 speed ZF, looks and 
drives very, very well, 12metres long, 
last owner since 1993, only 3 owners, 
tadio pa, new wheel trims. Very 
shiny!... 


1998 S reg Front Entry LDV 
Convoy Accessible Minicoach, 
Ricon Fully Automatic Cassette Type 
underfloor Lift. 14 High Back Seats (11 
on tracking) certified for 4 wheel- 
chairs, Intergral Belts, Trimmed in 
very modern moquette, full tracking 


throughout, Mint interior, with 
luggage racks, Lift up roof vent, 
power steering, Ford Engine and 
Gearbox, Radio/Cassette, COIF and 
PSV tested to December 05, Taxed 
June 05, Very good Tyres, ready for 
work, £6,950, Just valeted, serviced 
and steam cleaned 


b. 


J 


Marcopolo Viaggio II 350 A/C 


MAN 18.360 (Auto) £145,000 + vat 


55 Seat 


from 
£169,500 


+ vat 


1986 Leyland Tiger 57 seater, 
Plaxton Paramount 3200, semi | 
automatic, express doors, seatbelts, 
MoT March 2006, recently repan- 
elled, very clean inside & 
OUR anasto, 70 


M Reg Mercedes 609D J 
Accessible 16 seat PSV Welfare 

Bus, Devon conversion, 3 Point J 
Belts, MOT March 05, Power Door, 
PLS Underfloor Lift, Certified to } 
carry 2 wheelchairs, Stereo 
Radio/Cassette.... 


IN BUILD 


Marcopolo Viaggio II 330 


70 Seat with Wheelchair Lift 
from £164,000 + vat or 


£154,000 + vat 


55/57 Seat 
without Wheelchair Lift from 


£146,500 + vat 


NEW DEMO IN BUILD 


L5* EHD 
£49,500 


Choice 
Available 


; 55 Seats 
DAF SB3000 Auto 
Van Hool Ailzee 
D.O.F.R 1993 


FILE PHOTO 
LIVERY NOW GREEN 


MoT Exp Various 


N784 ORY 
£62,500 

70 Seats 

Dennis Javelin GX 
Caetano Algarve II 
D.O.F.R Sep ‘95 
MoT ba Nov ‘05 


1999 BERKHOF AXIAL 
DENNIS JAVELIN GX 
46/51 seats with servery, 


air conditioning 


' 1999 SCANIA IRIZAR L94 
“| AQ seats, rear sunken 

| toilet, continental door, air 
"| con, auto 


| 2001 CAETANO ENIGMA 


VOLVO B10M, AUTO 


rs Choice of 49/51 seats, 


auto 


2001 SCANIA L94 
IRIZAR CENTURY 

53 seats, air conditioning, 
auto 


Many other vehicles available - if 
you don’t see it - give us a call! 


Classified Ring 0870 241 8745 to place your advertisements 


RIF 


Paramount Sales & Financial 


Paramount Sales & Finaneial - PO Box-6387 - Groby - Leicester. LE6 OZN 
Tel: 0116 2871010 Fax: 0116 2870245 Email: ParamountSandF@aol.com 


£4 Hire Purchase 
£4 Finance Lease 


£4 Operating Lease 


4 Choic:s 


All finance is subject to status and only available to persons aged 18 or over. 


Moving into the 
future with Hansar 


fegistered Design Number 3017660 
Copyright © 2004 


For all enquiries call Hansar on 0161 488 i HANSAR 
Cheadle Hulme, Cheshire SK8 5AU. LIMITED 


Business users only. Hansar Finance Ltd, Bridgeway House, Mellor Road, 


H reg Plaxton 
Paramount Mark III 
51 reclining seats, 
courier seat, 
retractable seatbelts, 
toilet, tea machine, 
MoT till March 05 


£15,000 
Tel: 01708 505507 


Leyland Tiger, East Lancs, 1990 
Cummins L10 ZF Auto, 53 seatbelted seats and 10 
standees, test March 2005, will retest if required rebodied 
1997, refurbished 2002, Express doors, destination 
equipment, drives exceptionally well. Ideal local bus and 
school vehicle £14950 £12,950 ono + VAT. 

Part exchange suffered 


Dennis Dart Plaxton Front 
1990 Test July 2005 , 30 seats, 11 standees. This vehicle was 
refurbished by ourselves in 2002, new floor covering, side facings, 
roof interior, Diptac fittings, cappings, retrimmed, repanelled etc etc. 
this vehicle will not need interior, or framing attention for 
3/4 years. No rot due to chromweld construction 
£1,230 £6,000 ono + VAT. Plex suffered, more pics by email 


Bowers Coaches 
have for sale the following vehicles 
2002 Neopian soo, seats to full exec 
specification includi and Hoover 
1998 Setra S250 Spl 48 seats to full executive 
specification including twin monitors and DVD 
Ex -Crusader 
1994 Scania K113 Van hool Alizee H 49 seat 
executive 
1991 Mercedes Bei Reeve Burgess 
33 Seats dual Suro, with seat belts 
1989 Mercedes Benz 811D Auto Wadham 
Stringer 31 seat service bus 
Leyland National Mark 1 52 seats, Volvo re 
engined by Trent, 12 months MoT 
1988 Mercedes Benz 709D Manual Reeve 
Burgess 25 High Back seats service bus 
Please Contact for prices and 
specifications 
All vehicles MoTd & taxed, and all 
in daily use 
Michael Bowers, Bowers Coaches 
Chapel-en-le Frith, High Peak 
SK 23 ONU 
01298-812204 


Advertise your vehicles. 
under £6k for FREE 
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FINANCE 


LIMITED 


routeONE Market Place 


Holiday Coach Business 
For Sale DRIVERS SEATS 


International Operators license for 
Drivers Seats 


HH COACHWORKS Ltd 


FIRE EXTINGUISHERS, 1 litre foam to BS 5423 

c/w gauge and bracket £28.50 

FIRE EXTINGUISHERS, new red, EEC type, 2 litre 
cover YOUR UGLy Nurs foam to BS EN3 complete with gauge and bracket 


two vehicles. All hotels reserved. All 
ferries reserved. 12 destinations in 
Britain & Ireland with 56 departure 


£31.50 ; 

SCHOOL SIGNS £22.00 per set pales, ih gine mas eek peed The Comfy 

FIRST AID KITS PSV SPEC, within vinyl case position, oluated. in seutn East, 

£16.50 Price to be negotiated. Price includes Seat Compa ny 
WHEEL COVERS NO SMOKING stickers, double sided £0.87 each Company name, contacts & 

EMERGENCY EXIT stickers, white on black telephone numbers. Web site. Call: 


All replies to: 

Box number 27, Expo Publishing, 
routeONE, Suite 4, Century House, 
Towermead Business Park, 
Fletton, Peterborough, 
Cambridgeshire PE2 9DY 


£0.77 each 
FIRST AID STICKERS, white on green 
£0.77 each 


Age 0870 7609413 


Email: sales@comfyseating.com 
fen Www.comfyseating.com (tie 


FIRE EXTINGUISHER stickers, red on white 
£0.87 each 
WINDOW HAMMERS smal! £2.50 
ANTI THEFT WINDOW HAMMER (wired 
£12.50 
‘T KEYS’ £1.75 each 
12/24V DRIVERS FANS £16.50 
LONG REAR MUDFLAP 98in x 12in £29.50 
TWIN WHEEL MUDFLAP 22in x i2in £6.50 
All above plus P&P + VAT 
for full list please visit | VISA 
www.mhcoachworks.co.uk 


LEEDS 0113 244 1671 


SDUld ONAL 


Transport Stationery Services 


50 page driver's daily check pad available in 
either duplicate or triplicate. 


50 single leaf preventative maintenance 
inspection sheets suitable for all types of 
Passenger Vehicles. 
Meets Department of 


Transport Vehicle Inspectorate 
requirements. 


SMARTSOUND 
AUTOELECTRONICS 


61 Bodycoats Road, Chandlers Ford 
Hants SO53 2HA 


Specialist in all aftermarket electrical accessories and 
installations: TV, VCR/DVD, CD/TAPE PLAYERS 
AMPLIFIRES, PA SYSTEMS 
DIGITAL CCTV/REVERSING CAMERAS DRINKS 
MACHINE, HOT COLD HAND WASH UNITS 
AND MUCH MORE!!! 

All work carried out on your premises 


CALL NOW ON 07946 093949 OR 01858 433768 
(Midlands Based) 


Also suppliers 


of: Breaking 
MAGAZINE NETS | 1986 Bedford YNT Duple 


Lazer Il 


ASH TRAYS Etc. 53 seats in good condition 


with seatbelts, all parts 


The portable, reliable, 
economical solution for all 


your fleet cleaning needs! 


The Mobile Brush Cleaning System 
from Nationwide Cleaning Systems Ltd 
is all this and more.... 


~ Takes 3 minutes to clean 


for Wooden or 
Dashboard kits. 07831 198222 


Telephone: 


01274 862700 


Spare Parts for available, including all a coach or bus and 
all trims and light lenses and 6 minutes to 
headlamps : 
covers, and No.1 Tel: 01384 401626 clean an artic 
he installation costs 


=<" No electricity required 


- No trailing or hazardous water hoses 


’ Uses less water than a pressure 


P TO PURCHASE CHECKPOINT/DUSTITE loose } 
Fax: “bosch tial neem i washer and other cleaning methods 
01274 851989 nearest stockist, Tel: 015242 71200 ; i A 2) Economical on space, compacts to 2.2m? 


www.checkpoint-safety.com, 


everyone’s E-mail:info@checkpoint-safety.com 
about ‘The BUSINESS FOR SALE Nationwide Emel: info@nationwide-cleaning.com 
Whisperer’ Cleaning Systems Ltd Website: www.nationwide-cleaning.com 
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routeONE 


Ron Whittle Consulting 


Practical and down-to-earth help for smaller operators at an 
affordable price. Ron can help you with day to day and longer 
term advice on your business, specialising in (but not restricted 
to) costing, pricing systems, profitability, exit routes and more. 


Can you afford NOT to see how I might 
help you to a better future? 


Contact - Ron Whittle Consulting 
on 01746 761842 or 07801 615880 or e-mail me at: 
ron@whittlecoach.freeserve.co.uk or write to me at: 
58 St Marys St., Bridgnorth, Shropshire WV 16 4DR 


Please note I am away from 10 to 15 March and 26 March to 
2 April (enjoying my “retirement”!!). 


DUTY REBATE 


DO YOU RUN BUS SERVICES? 


If so do you claim your BUS SERVICE Operators Grant 
formerly Fuel Duty Rebate 


IF NOT, WHY NOT?! 


PCV Driver Training and CPC Courses now available Tel: Adrian Gettins 
01633 441491, Fax 01633 440591, Mobile 07885 874860 
email: a.dgettins @ btinternet.com 


FUEL STORAGE TANKS. 


- for sale or hire 


CRAIG TILSLEY 


Suppliers of reconditioned: 


Pumps, Fuel management 
Systems, decommissioning, 
Repair & Service 


Ring 0870 241 8745 to place your advertisements 


SCANIA 
GARDNER 
LEYLAND 
CUMMINS ENGINES 
CYLINDER HEADS 
CRANKCASES 
CRANKSHAFTS 
01782 791524 Wheelie 
01782 791527 PUMPS 
FAX: ETC. 
01782 791316 


All at affordable prices that will 
save you money 


Call today to discuss your 

requirements 
MOORFIELDS 
IND. EST. 
COATES HEATH, 
STOKE-ON-TRENT 
ST21 6QY 


me et 3 

ae se 
www.terencebarkertanks.co.uk 

enquiries@terencebarkertanks.co.uk 


The Diesel Engine 
Remanufacturer 
DAF - VOLVO - CUMMINS - SCANIA 


Market Place 


MINIBUS & COACH 
SPECIALISTS 


“Talk to the experts 
for the best service 
around” 


Specialist Paint Shop, 62 foot fully equipped 
booth, panel making, insurance work, call Hereford 
Coach & Commercial Refinishers 


01531 670 345 @ Swift, Professional Advice 


@ Experienced, Friendly Staff 
@ Quality Claims Service 

@ Exclusive Rates & Covers 
@ Rarely Beaten on Price 


about ‘The 
Whisperer’ 


0113 244 8686 
FAX: 0113 243 8668 


Gauntlet croup 


Crown House, Armley Road, 
LEEDS, LS12 2E) 
insurance@gauntletgroup.com 
www.gauntletgroup.com 


MBP Eoach insurance is on the fast track when it comes to offering you 
an underwriting choice. 


Bespoke cover 
Midi coaches a speciality 


° From 18 to 53 seaters ° 
e 1-4 vehicles ° 


° Choice of underwriters ¢ Can include a minibus 


MBP Coach offers a flexible, competitive alternative to anything else on offer. 


For choice coach insurance call MBP direct or make sure your 
broker gives us a call. 


Market Place 


- LEYLAND - GARDNER - MAN 
For remanufactured and dyno test 
diesel engines with a full warranty call 
Driveline 
Engineering Ltd 
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rOUTE controlled 
Circulation 


FREE to operators - 
every Thursday 


Commercial Vehicle Lift, & Commercial 
brake testers for sale. Contact Roger on 
01384 410008 or 07932 069627 


Authorised & regulated by the 
Financial Services Authority 


For further information contact us today on 08702 42 43 48 / fax presentation 
on 01785 785 359 or visit our website at www.mbp.uk.com 


Market Place booking deadline Monday 4pm 
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Uniilec 


Specialist Service Centres 


Professional support for the bus and coach industry 


BVDIEld JINACWI 


Two locations, for your added convenience 


Highly skilled, fully trained technicians 

All makes and models accommodated 
Routine Servicing and Maintenance 

Interior and exterior refurbishment 

Accident repairs & bodywork 
MOT preparation & testing 

Contract maintenance 
Mechanical overhauls 
DDA Upgrades 
Air Conditioning 


Unitec is a division of Optare Group Ltd. Registered Office: Manston Lane, Leeds, LS15 8SU. 


Easy installation 


Express Coach Repairs Ltd 


Fibreglass moulding with hella Crystal ESTABLISHED 22 YEARS 


lights with stunning effect 


@ Specialist Repairs and Resprays @ Custom work 


Compared to original these are bright, 


visible and cost effective @ Stretch Panels @ Full signwriting service 
@ Fibreglass Panels @ Wheelchair lifts 


@ Toilets/Servery unit fitting @ Re-trims available in house 


Complete with 2 mouldings and lights, 
with bulbs and no screw holes for only 


£375.00 + vat and P&P 
@ Conversions 


Tel: 01751 475215 


Choice of design for mouldings @ Can 
supply individual items due to accidents @ Mouldings only need to be painted in your colour 
More designs are in process for front light unit (modern round type) and fog light units 


est 1984) MURRAY MARKS 


£50 £50 £50 £50 £50 £50 
AEZ 7487 BEZ 7259 (JZ 2658 MKZ 7264 NUI 7662 YCZ 4809 
AEZ 7488 BEZ 7260 JZ 2659 MKZ 7265 NUI 7693 YCZ 4810 
AEZ 7489 BEZ 7261 \JZ 2660 MKZ 7266 NUI 7694 YCZ 8611 
AEZ 9248 BEZ 7262 OLZ 5410 MKZ 7267 NUI 7695 YCZ 8612 
AIG 1905 GNZ 2162 OLZ 5411 MKZ 7268 OUI 3237 YCZ 8613 
AIG 1906 GNZ 2163 OLZ 5412 NKZ 3881 OUI 3238 YCZ 8614 
AIG 1907 GNZ 2164 OLZ 5413 NKZ 3882 OUI 3239 YCZ 4815 
AIG 1908 GNZ 2165 OLZ 5414 NKZ 3884 OUI 3240 YCZ 4816 


These numbers can go on to any age of vehicle!! 


|O2882 840424 


G@ilaena 0870 241 8745 
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fscaronirs 
BARRY HALL 


INSTALLATIONS 
#asecuron 47 


SERVICE ® Seat Belt SPARES & SERVICES 
Supplies 


© Hand Rail 
Padding 


@® Next Day 
SERVICE Delivery 
’ 


=... @ Seat Belt 
oh ae TRAVEL 
Offer Full Maintenance Facilities 


Service/Maintenance Contracts 
Bodywork and general repairs 
Fully VOSA approved mechanics 
Fully equipped Workshop 

Based in the West Midlands area 


The 


* ¥, 
HAND RAIL PADDING 


The UK’s not — a5 Installers To discuss your requirements. Please call 


Call the Experts: 01522 689911 01902 604090 or 


Pee pelea 07976 328250 (Mobile) 


Fax: 01522 689922 2] ™= 


Alan Madrell School of Motoring Ltd. 
P.C.V Training, Licence upgrades. 
Accommodation available. Tel 0191 373 
3145 www.alanmadrell.co.uk 


BIELITE 


Ml rin seatanir FirrErs 


Ring 0870 241 8745 to place your advertisements 


everyone’s 
talking 


O Print Option 3 Reports Using Any Printer 


Seatbelts fitted to Double Decker Buses O Refresher Training & Technical Support 


fo VI standard MTB manufactures a huge range of passenger seating, © Ticket Machine Purchase Advisory Service 
; ANTI VANDAL BUS SEATING, TIP UP SEATING HIGH QUALITY | © Specialist in Clearance of Old/Redundant Ticketing about ‘The 
Tee Se Seek Mors. COACH SEATING, DUAL PURPOSE INTER URBAN SEATING — 
On site service. ; ; ‘ Tel: 01202 246710 Fax: 01202 687537 Whisperer’ 
Minibus and service buses Call Mark Carter or Debbis Gregory on enquiries@etmss.com 
modified in our workshops 0870 870 1282 Fax. 004 (0) 1244 www.ETMSS.com 
and returned with VI approval. 289818 


Email: sales@mtb-equipment.com 


2 


Handrail Padding Supplied 
0161 480 0617 


eee |e NG WAYFARER '3' al a 
at § | ere it... A New Outlook in Depot readers, baseplates, ALMEX ‘A90° TICKET 
. WAYFARER ‘SAVER’ MACHINES 
Commercial modules, FULL SYSTEMS OR —_epot READERS, BASEPLATES 
ro ute and Passenger Seating TICKET MACHINES ADD ONS AVAILABLE & 256k ACES AVAILABLE 
Phoenix Seating Limited 
manufactures the highest quality WAYFARER MCV Card Readers 
seating for the commercial and WAYFARER ‘2’ Machines, Depot readers, baseplates and modules 

passenger markets. The whole FULL SYSTEMS OR ADD ONS AVAILABLE. 


Full repair service for Wayfarer and mechanical machinery. 
SETRIGHT AND ALMEX ‘A’ MECHANICAL MACHINES AVAILABLE. 
Driver Cash Boxes, Change Dispensers, Cash Bags on Bus Cash Vaults. 
Ticket Rolls - Plain or Printed + Thermal 
PART EXCHANGE AND/OR OLD & REDUNDANT EQUIPMENT PURCHASED 


manufacturing process from 
concept through design to 
engineering is carried out 
in - house. All seats are tested to 
that’s ro uteON E M1, M2, M3 standard EEC directive 
= 761115 and ECE R14.05 using 


accredited test centres in the uk. 


MARK TERRILL - TICKET MACHINERY 


5 De Grey Close, Lewes, East Sussex, BN7 2LR 
Tel/Fax: 01273-474816. Mobile: 07770-666159 
Email: mark.terrill@ukonline.co.uk 


For more information call us on 
01384 296622 or contact 
Sara Haywood on 07810 852270 


Market Place 
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ak 


framers 


BRIERLEY TRIMSHOP 
CHEAP & CHEERFUL! 


ltd 


QUALITY RETRIMS automotive textile & component solutions 


AT 
AFFORDABLE PRICES 


STANDARD PLAXTON DUPLES READY 
FOR COLLECTION 


01226 712 0S1 


Quickly upgrade your interior at minimal cost 
01200 444145 


Coach Carpets 
01200 444180 


info@akcarpets.com 


Water pumps - slack adjusters 
compressors - air brake valves 


BLUESTRIPE 
——— 


BLACKPOOL TRIM SHOPS LTD 


ARE YOU IN BLACKPOOL FOR A 
WEEKEND? 


WHY NOT HAVE YOUR COACH 
RETRIMMED WHILST YOU'RE 
HERE! 


about ‘The 
=| Whisperer’ 


Market Place 


609/709/811D _ 
Next day delivery nationwide | 
| Tel nextBus Ltd 


01249 462 462 


(24 hours) | 


ODUid JOHACH 


THE ONE STOP SHOP FOR BUS AND 
COACH OPERATORS! 


AYATS BRAKE DRUMS £118.00 
AYATS BRAKE SHOES £48.60 


CALL BOB FOR SAMPLES, 
PRICES AND AVAILABILITY 
TEL: 01253 766762 
FAX: 01253 798443 


Website: www.blackpooltrimshops.co.uk 
Email: sales@blackpooltrimshops.co.uk 
FAMILY BUSINESS - ESTABLISHED 30 YRS 


0870 241 8745 


TRANSMISSIONS 
Dart - Allison AT545 from £850 
Olympian - Hydra from £1,450 
Atlantean - Pneumo from £625 


01384 893083 


Leisurewear 
Direct Ltd 


Where first impressions count 
Contact sales@leisureweardirect.com 
for a copy of our new 2005 Brochure 


Tel: 01298 74737 
Fax: 0870 755 9842 


www.leisureweardirect.com 
Buxton, Derbyshire 


205/75R 17.5 Uniroyal £71.00 ae. 
Second Hand Somers Vehicle Lifts avail- 
215/75R 17.5 Uniroyal £73.00 aloe Lente stock avaliable 
11R 22.5 Premium New £108.00 ‘ 
295/80R 225 New From £116.00 : 
295/80R 22.5 —- Regal £159.00 as 
295/80R 22.5 Continental £173.00 —i- 
295/80R 22.5 Michelin £199.00 fmm | "HE ONE STOP SHOP FoR BUS AND 
305/75R 24.5 Goodyear £275.00 
315/80R 225 Goodyear = £189.00, (7) | LTTE ae ters 
315/80R 22.5 Regal £169.00 EMERGENCY HAMMERS £1.95 
315/80R 225 Michelin £759.00 (MIN tacrs ontrscemteer cycA 
315/80R 225 New From £135.00 nama scinicit ig. 
SNOW CHAIN SET 22.5 £180.00 
More Stock Available hI ViZ JACKETS LXLEXXL £350 
Plus VAT and P & P 


AYATS...ALWAYS CUTTING PRICES!!! 
CONTACT: STEVE HARDWELL 
AYATS LTD 
3 TWEED RD, CLEVEDON, 

NTH SOMERSET BS21 6RR 
01275 349411 
email: stevehardwell@ayats.co.uk 


[ Tel: 0800 298 4755 


Market Place booking deadline Monday 4pm 


AYATS BRAKE DISCS £110.00 
AYATS DISC PADS £68.50 
AYATS DIFF £2,150.00 


AYATS WIPER MOTORS 
Ref No. 402839 £158.00 


Plus VAT and P & P 
AYATS...ALWAYS CUTTING PRICES!!! 
CONTACT: STEVE HARDWELL 
AYATS LTD 
3 TWEED RD, CLEVEDON, 

NTH SOMERSET BS21 6RR 
01275 349411 
email: stevehardwell@ayats.co.uk 


PARTSMASTER (UK) 
LIMITED 


Speciality; Leyland © Bristol * Gardner * Volvo ¢ 


MCW Metrobus 


Tel: 01274 877322 
Fax: 01274 878648 

mail: truckfixclutchs @ aol.com 
ACTORY DIRECT” 
SERVICES 
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GoSkills South East contact 


recruitment 


GOSKILLS, the Sector Skills 
Council (SSC) for passenger 


transport, now has a full 
complement of Business 
Advisers with the addition of 
Helen Smith to its team. 


Helen takes on the responsibility 
for providing strategic support to 
businesses in the South East region 
on skills and training issues. 

Helen’s appointment is part of 
GoSkills commitment to national and 
regional skills and training agendas 
across the UK. Her role will include 
working with employers and 
operators within the South East 
area; identifying their needs, 
engaging with related organisations, East Adviser 
colleges, training and funding 
providers, to support the delivery of | desperately required within the 
skills, learning and training passenger transport sector. 


John Merrigan joins Chevron Texaco 


Regional Coach Sales Manager South East England 


With its class leading range of premium coach products, Optare Group Ltd. 
the award winning Bus and Coach manufacturer is planning further growth 
within the UK Coach Sales market. As part of this expansion Optare has an 
exciting opportunity for an additional Coach Sales Manager to join its team 
selling the highly successful range of Optare coach models. 


Operating from our Southern Sales and Service centre in Thurrock and 
reporting to the UK Coach Sales Director, the successful applicant will be a 
key member within the Coach Sales business and will require the drive and 
ambition to make a significant contribution to the success of the Optare 
coach business. 


Helen Smith: Go Skills South 


The role will include developing new customer business opportunities in a 
demanding market place and maintaining regular contact with existing 
customers and prospects within an agreed region. The candidate should be 
commercially astute with the ability to identify and match customer 
requirements with the appropriate Optare products and services. 


Excellent interpersonal skills and the ability to communicate at all levels 
internally and externally are essential. This is an exciting and challenging 
opportunity for the successful applicant and the remuneration package will 
reflect the importance of the role. 


If you believe you have the qualities and experience to make a success of this 
role please forward your personal history details and a covering letter to: 


Mr.Andrew Crabbe, Human Resource Manager 
Optare Group Ltd. Manston Lane 
Leeds LS15 8SU 


John Merrigan: new Regional 
Marketing Manager 


Senior Standards Controller & 
Schools/College Liaison Officer 


Applications are invited for the above position based within Stagecoach South 


CHEVRONTEXACO Global 
Lubricants (CTGL), one of the 
world’s leading suppliers of 
lubricants, has appointed John 
Merrigan as Regional 
Marketing Manager for its 
Europe, Africa and Middle East 
(EAME) region. 

Based in Dubai, John Merrigan 
will co-ordinate all of CTGL 
EAME’s marketing activities in the 
region. 

John Merrigan was formerly 
Middle East Sales and Marketing 
Manager for CTGL EAME, with 
responsibility for ChevronTexaco’s 
lubricant sales and marketing 
activities in the Middle East. 

In addition to his experience in 
developing new and emerging 
markets in the Middle Eastern 
region, John Merrigan has 
extensive knowledge of the 
lubricant markets in Central Asia, 
Iran, Sri Lanka and Lebanon. 


Working closely with the Operations Managers at South's eight locations, the post will involve both 
the management of a team of four Standards Controllers and the day-to-day contact with all the 
local schools and colleges in the surrounding area 


You will be the central contact for all schools and college communications regarding the operation of 
bus services. This will involve direct presentations to the school and college authorities including the 
parents and children. The job requires a tactful and mature approach, as well as an aptitude to deal 
with the varied and challenging situations that arise. 

You must have strong literacy and organisational skills and have the ability to investigate and compile 
accurate reports. Experience in a supervisory position would be an advantage. Good communication 
and interpersonal skills are vital. Absolute flexibility is required for this position. The successful 
applicant will be energetic, enthusiastic and reliable. 

Applications, including CV and statement of why you will be successful, should be 
made to: Phil Medlicott, Operations Director, Stagecoach South, 

The Bus Station, Chichester POI9 8DG. 

Closing date for applications: Ist April 2005. 


www.stagecoachgroup.com 


Stagecoach SouTH 9 
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Top man meets top man! 


FOLLOWING his award as 
ROSCO Safe Driver of the Year 
2004, Travel West Midlands’ 
Wolverhampton bus driver, Thaka 
Dass Jassi was asked recently to 
meet with West Midlands Traffic 
Commissioner, David Dixon at his 
office in Birmingham. 

Ken Poole, Area Director Black 
Country said: “Mr Jassi has now 
completed over 40 years continuous 
service with the company and its 
predecessors and has the great 


recruitment 


record of completing 38 years of 
accident free driving. Meeting our 
Traffic Commissioner is a huge 
honour and underlines what a 
fantastic service Mr Jassi has given to 
Travel West Midlands and our 
customers during his long 
employment here. He has an 
awesome achievement in safer driving 
that will be very difficult to better. We 
are pleased that the Traffic 
Commissioner has recognised his 
achievements.” 


ts in Norfolk, Suffolk and North 
work as an integral part of the group’s n 
ic team leader to the small enthusias' 


ill be supplier contracting, brochure p 
rface and liaison with our coach 


nextweek 
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Providing for 
special needs 


N = ie 
X PO. 

ROGER Lynch set up Rusken Private Hire 10 years ago specialising 
in transport for the disabled. Starting with eight-seaters and now 
at the point of take-off into full-size coaches, this is a business 
striving to raise the bar in a sector plagued by illegal operation. 

As Mike Morgan reports in next week’s routeONE, Roger had been laid- 
up for || months with a ruptured Achilles tendon. Therefore he knows 
what it means to be house-bound. Based in Camberwell, South London, 
he was suddenly confronted with the real-life experiences that face 
disabled people. It was a period in life that has shaped his approach to a 
thriving business. 


ONE 
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Mobile Digital Video Recording 


® Connect up to 4, 8 or 16 Cameras 

@ Split Screen display for driver (4/9/16 way splits) 

@ 55 Days Recording “In The Box" 

@ Hard Drive Replaces VCR Tapes 

® Alarm Inputs for Automatic Display of Reversing Cameri 
@ Starts Recording at “Iqnition On" 

. ® Vibration & Shock Proof Design 

ss iia: H@D@OSOS © FREE Video Management Software for your PC 

iu) > --------] a ORO ® Remote Management via Wireless LAN 

- anes " : . © Back-up to CD-RW via software or optional built-in CD-R 
@ Optional GPRS Live Dial-up 

© Plug n Play Installation 

© Built-in Automotive Power Supply 

® Optional Wireless LAN Connectivity 


Discrete Cameras C= 


@ Vandel Resistant 

@ Fits Flush to Vehicles Inner or Outer Skin 

© IP65 Rated means it's ideal for Extenal or Air Conditioned Environemnts 
® Viewing Angles Adjusted via Cam System 

® Colour and Monochrome Options 

® Super-wide Dynamic Range to cope with Car Headlights 

® Simple Plug n Play Installation 

® Camera Options include; Mini-Dome, Ceiling Wedge & Skin-Mount Cameras 


OR BUY DVRs FROM 


ELC 


DVRX Ltd 


CBX Il, West Wing * 382-390 Midsummer Bivd » Central Milton Keynes * MK9 2RG 


™\ Tel: +44 1908 847 003 » Fax: +44 1908 507 964 


E: sales@dyrx.com 


